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CIW'flll I 

By A11thor1ty of 

The lomm,u1'1mg Gener_.\ 
Army Air forLes 

I 

":i:-~4 --11 .. s. i':'J.: .~. 
Date lnit1als 

Tllli PROBLiw& OF AL.lSJCIJl AIR DKPllS&, 19.'4 to 1941 

On 3 J ... 1942 th• Japan. .. • at.t.uked Dlltcth H&N1or. 1', wu \he 

t1nti, ltlo1I atr,.ok bT tb.• 1a tJl• lfonll Puitic, am U - a 

logloal. ..,.., ••• on the p&rt. ot an 1111117 int.ffeat.H bo\b in 

pl'Otect.lq it.. nn ahorea ad 1n oa:rr,ina the at.t.aek u d.oH u 

poaaible to t.ba bo• tvri\ol"J' of 1\.s a4ftrRry. That. lt cl1d not 

DOM ai.-1:t.an•ul.7 wit.b. th• att.aua OD Pearl Har\mr and Mull• 

waa lu-ply the. -,rk ot U.aakan waUi.-. ,r..,.. u th• •rat. 1n. 

the •rld. All apoor:,phal nory OU'Nllt. ill Aluka at t.he t.lal Md 

a h1p-nwd.n1 otticer r-.rkln,a •• beuin& of t.be d\Mb■&l. ot 

Gen.eral. Sbort an4 Adldral k1-l, •'lb.re, blllt. tor the IJ"&U o.t 

ID&, ID 1. 11 le that. u 1t. -, , 'llb• tile a\t.uk 11 Ml 17 ow it, 

fo\llld t.u AMriUD dlltODM9 at.ill _,.-17 at.rong mougb \o oop• 

•1th it., 1f 1a4Nd. th-., aow.d be oouidffed adequate at. all. I.t. 

it appNl'I a1ao to 1M tr\ae t.bat. t.he .Japan ... found Al.UDR ut.aae• 

conaiderul.J ■troaa•r than tbc7 had ant..ioipa\94. Th• apr14g ot 

19,U ha.cl wit.ne■■N aoh bd&tecl aetint.7 1A t.lM- ...,._. .U.eu.tian 

Ialanu .. ·• airtiel.da bad HIii rubed to a ltaW ot pan.1al. IIN­

Dil1t.7. Tbe jo.l& Ara,-lt&T7 toro• cteteadiaa llaak& bad reoeiftd 

'llllm.UII ot an~ JapaneH att.ack far ..,.&h in adnae• 

\o allow all aftllabl• eellbat uni.ta t,.., be concmt.rat.ed 
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apJ..nn \he __,-. Tb. Nhl\ ._. that. the Japwae, U' not, 

det .. wd, •"• at. least .topped; and the. .U.ukan eltatlon, after 

7eara or con.f'uaion, bltgan to take on aolllth1.nc like a dbtlnot. 

out.line. 

Th• Dlltoh Harbor ~nt., there.tor•, ia a. aipJ.tlcan.\ 

acw.on. biat.orioally IJ)Nkia.g, tort• reuom: it connit.u\ecl 

UM cnolal first 'blow 1n JapaneN hrt.h Pacltic atrat•g; it. allNI 

cr,atallised. aany of th■ probl- ot helauphl:r• c1er.,... and ot 

allied at.rat.ea 'llbioh had hithtrio rM&ined in t.h• real.a ot the 

nebllloua and th8 oont.roYaraial. Alaaka .ald the Aleutian Ialanda 

prNenwd. probl- t.ha.t. .... at, oaae noftl, potent.ial.17 ■mou, 

Jet ot leNv illpori.uH in :rel.at.ion to th• mn, pr•••inc 1l1uu 

of t.he llDrld war. VllCh thoupt 11,1\d .aat.erial had to be upend«t 

on t.1111 t.Jwat.er, but. p:r1oritles exiet.ed 1n r.uhlAgton whioh 

MCM■aril7 lillit•d t.h• q1111.11tit.l• ot aith•r &Yailable tor Alallka • 

It 1a w, pNli•SNl"J aoaW'OYG"87, this noneat conrusion regard­

ing tu lane■ of Alalkan air operaUou, that prcrdd•• th• aajor 

tapia tor the present .t.ud7. It.a 1nTeat1gation ahould throw ao• 

light on the rut.UN operational. probltU iA th• Alaskan t.llftt.C'. 

To begin with ther• waa the lM.aic probl••, ■ et.tled. q_uit• 

•1.rl.7, ooncerninc t.M neoaait7 tor qatuat!c air detert .. tor 

AJ.uu.. Then there-.. t.he pro~. aot. ao .. ll.7 Htt.led, in­

-.olrin& \h• parl to b4t plqed 1>7 A.nq .ai:r foroN ill th• t.ot.&l 

•,at .. ot .Alukan defeMe. It was one not. eull7 clarUied 

- 2 -........ 
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r,."'::: r-1 ;--: ; "!Tl ~l .......... 
becau.a• or th• 00111p.t.1D& claS M -,t \h9 a;t,olUld torce■ ■Dd. \be •"'7'. 

Fine.llr it became • quaat.lon wh«.b•r dltenae, either ill th• ail" or 

elsewhere., wu & concept which ad.equ.atel,Y cover-4 th~ •it.uat.ioll 

act.Ui.l.l.) tx11tln& in the Alaskan area. Pae1i"N detenae 11f1Hd a, 

tirat enough. But with th.e outbreak of hostllitie1 and the 

iuinent. dangor of •~t.e.ck 1n the north, d.etaosive ma1ur• or & 

110re au.ressivi sort. were unruaged.. r1naU1 t.he potentlallti•• 

-exisling in th• Aleutian Illlandl for ottsuei..-e operationa intro­

dl.lCri another tact.or int.a pl.annlag ror t.h• t.heater. The lleu"-1.ans 

torad. •tepping 1t.ona which, after all, could l•d both wya, a 

tact 'llelicb OCO\ll"l'"ed .more npidl1 to th• lq- pllbllC tun it. cl.id ta 

tho•• oa. JfbeN uoulura l.&7 the compln: rasponaibllity or d8Tel.oP­

ina highly e.xpezaaiv• plans. In ea.oh ca.u, bo•ner, t.hu• prcbl ... 

were compUut.ed b7 t.b~ !aot. that. acarcit,t ot iien1 awu.Uons, and 

taclliti .. prevant.ed lll1 siiapl• and logical eolutlon. Air opera,1.ona 

in t.he Ala.Ilk.an a.ru. had to bs ••f.&bed not. onl.r intrinsically b\l.\ 

••t.J.aat.ed in Nlation to air opera\1ona 1n lfeekm .&JW"Ope, in 

the Soutb. fa.cl!ie~ 1n Ul• :Uddl• last. Mn.d (lat.er) io. Africa • 

back a.a ta.r u 19 34 whqn, A.nthoey J. l)iJlon:1, 4elegat.• rrom Ala.au, 

began to uk ror ailitary denl.opaent or th• territ.or1.. Froa the 

IM&1.nn1nc, #lill¥ dlacu■a1on of aUU.ary dilYelopaent. in Al&ak& •ant., 

in lar&• part, air deYalopawit. Ta the 11nen.l aU1\arJ ut.bori\.1e1, 

__... 
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eyen t.c the rslat.1Yel7 ail"-ai.rla.d lm.erlean public a.aout.oucl to 

th.lnldng of garria,ns in t•ru ot ground troop• 1upported bl an 

air am, thl.a propotitioJt 12,ii.f not hi..v.a us~ad u clear a.a it did 

to Mr. Di31Dnd-ll'it.nass t.he .r..,ct that hi.- bill (H.It. 9524, 2d 

nossion or 7J1 Congros:s), ;:,rov!d.ing a.Ill>ng other things tor u 

a.1equ.ately JUnned airfield, was rajeeted by the Houae and ad-

1 versel:, conaid.arod by the Viar Dtputr.umt. To Alaskans, dtpendet. 

upon .c.viation a■ a virtual nocasaity 1n t.hair liTea, it appa.r..ci 

e.rlnut.ic. 

Thet1gh !>ia:md1 • propo.Q:al. tailed to bring in an1 immediate 

reau.l t:!I, it did serve to sti!'llllat11 a d.iacuaaion or thd 1.asue or 

air ;,owe!'" in 11.l:asl.a. lfhi.ch e-ventuall.7 ;:,reduced so:oothing tangibl•. 

'1'!::e l'IB.r :Jepsrtment could not ccn:sid.er !r.n,rabl7 a bill which 

npro~ided for the perQS.l\ent station of a eompoaita gro4µ,n but 

it Jid uncwrtake to explor~ the possibilities ot t.ra.inins Aii-

Corps un.it.e for operations in i,l&skan 'lfe~ther. 2 One co11pe1aite 

aqundron~ it waa felt, could profitably be given tttne opportuni\~ 

for rr~quent traininL in Al.ska in all-year weatber." Thi• m>~■t 

thou&f'lt •es Q:ntrusted to a Gon•ral 5t.i.i'r coaittH lfhicb pl"OJX,11111 

(Z7 August 1934) that no net.ion ahould ba taken until a report. had 

been rece1Ted !'roll tho Chh.t' ot t.he H.r Corp• on the reoently OOlll­

pletad llaa:kan fiight. Colonel (now General) lrnold, leader or 

the f'l.igbt, racollSNnd•d: 

-4-
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That an air Bu• be •taltllahed. u 1DOn aa praot.1.oalal• 
at Fa.1r\,u,ka, Al.aau. Thia bue lhow.d 1M prUW"U., an 
Adnnce S\lpply Jepot. upoll which 8\ICh \ac\1cal. unita u 
u7 be d•t.erairlecl upon u being euential to the ail" 
defe111• of ll.aak& IMV" IN baaed. The 1nit1al etat.lon ot 
th• tactical unit ■ent. to Aluu 1bould be at th.la Bu•. 
A• t.h• t.echnlqu• ot opek-a.tiDns 1n nt.r- t.aaperat....-
11 dneloped, ot.her tactical ektiou abnld 'be de­
Yel.op•d at. at.rat.egic point.a, auch •• Juaea11, .lnchorag•, 
JloM, Pi.~. et.c ..... That., dua to t.b.• basarda 
at \he n>ll'H to .ll&ltka, uait.a abould no~ be Hid. up 
tJu•r• annaan,,. Ra\her as ... ahould be inlt.alled :,,' 
th• proper u.nit• •tat.ioned there • • • perunenti,." 

Rauahl7 epeaklng, tb11 report, torMCl lh• DU1a tor aub1equat. 

plann1JI&. 

Oa U .Jul.7 1935 Ka.Jor s. c. lock11ood, o.s .. , 9th Corp■ ,,..., 

Npol"tN on. Ail' Corpa deYeloPMDt.• 1A Alaska, HDDallllldin& tbat. an 

Int&Dt,r,-11.r Corps t.- uould be tol"Mll, th• prlMlpel. hnct.J.on 

ot the air -1...-rt. baing t.o look att.r t.be t.ran.apClll"t.&tJ.o■ or th• 

l,1'01.llld t.roopa to t.brat.ened poeitiona. 011 tbla t.b.• Chief et t.h• 

lir Corp■ ooact.ed tba.t tb• init.J.al nflld in 11.aaka •• for an 

lir Corpa 'bu• •t.&tJ..on and that an Inlantry-l.ir Corpa aoablnat.i.on, 

and coordination •it.h tb.• laY7, •uld b9 detU'NCl unt-11 th• bUe 

bad bHn •■tabl11Md. H-■• ag&l.n wa■ t.he pra ot lat.er oon\rowr1111 

•w• the air wdt• 1n Al.a■ka t.o M.tll1 a tu.aotJ.oa of J,,.·1aaq' or 

•"17 ot ncobdaey uport.ance? In 1935, the IIMndecl Wilcox Bill 

(H.R. 7022), p:rori.din& tor an Alukan air bu•, bee ... law and 

the probl• ot the bl.a• t.U. int.o tb• hMd• ol a War Dapart.aent. 

apecial coaaittee.4 
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rru·;-•'""n,JTf nt 
' . 

•• tor the looat..ion ot th• Alallkan AJ.r Bue, a>a'I. 1Dd1caUou 

poia.t.ed ori,l1NJl7 to lai.rbank1. Tbat. &N& suttued l••• troa 

••'l'J' mo• and t.bick•••ther than 1117 other r ... ru. looallty, 

at. leut. on tih• ••award •id• ot t.be coaat.al ran&•• Tmp.n.\.uru, 

it. la tru:e, nn lo•z- at. fairlMnu thu further wat.1 wt. ••re-

1 ... ftl'iable-& tut ot Rbaeqt,amt. deeia1Ye iapol'tanls• in t.h• 

Nk'bli.a..n\ ot oold-weather te•Una in u .. u. l'urthenm-re, 

PairbanJca ;10 ..... ed. a .,od lllllt&r7 road (ou ot th• tn 1lt ilNlca) 

oonnNtin& it llot.b •1th aoaatal port.a and the Yukon RiYer. lt wu 

alao Ml• :lnl&nd t.era1.mu tor tba .Alaeku railroad. J'.1.MU.y, a 

..-doipal land.lllc tield na al.react.;, in opvat.ioD ther•, mk1ng 

pionNriAg 11DDM1euary.s Other eonaideraUon.a poin.ted to the 

dnelopaent ot \hi: A.nchora1• ar• u t.h• a1A opvatiomJ. bue. 

Thoup not looated, Uk• P'a!rbanka, in th• clll't.•r ot th• 11111n 

land..,, ~r&p .. more cmtrall7 pl.aced with. refeJ'flftGe to 

pon.11,l• operat.J.ou in tb1I cout.al and Aleutian t.err1'or1•. 

A■ th• proJeot clffelopecl it.. •oaa• 1ncreae1n&1,7 nident. t.bat. 

on• or t.he mre iaadiat.• joba for th• Air CoJIP• in Uaata would 

lte to operat.• an arcUc pro'l'1ng o-ounrt tor the teat,in1 1 aacter 

lt,HdilJ' •...-.r• oold -..a.the,:- oondlt.iona, ot all. aort.■ ot aircraft. 

and •qu1pant.. For th1a IIDl"lc., Fairbank■ wu id•all.J' ■u1.W. 'l'bll 

lop.cal 10lu'1on 1a ihi5 lnRanc• NC ... t.h• •• actuall.7 WDPked 

out. The llaaan air bu• •u to b9 locat.ecl in "t.b• Anchor&&► 

-6-
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Fairbankl area" with the aln operatin& bue and taoUit.ie• 1n t.h• 

ncinitT ot J.nchora1• aad a col.d-wat.b•r aperlaental •t.ation 1A \be 
6 

n•l&hborhood. or Fd..rbank•• 

It was, bo•Yer, one thing to plan th• .llNkaa air bu•, and 

q\lito another to Heu.re fund• for it.a conatruetion. The NaYJ bepn 

•rk in 19,a on a baae at Sit.lea. and, irl vlff of ourrent. plan■ 

which required th• A.my Air Corps to turnuh aerial detenae tor 

Jlaq b&HI, the Air Corp• wt.horit.ba belleyed an !laakaa air 1-a• 

n•c•Hll'7 ill ol"del9 t.o Mtill it• obllption,. Other it- took 

prae-4enc• in tbe 1938 a?ld 1939 bud.gets and t.he J.ir Corp• n■ 

adrlaed no1;. to autdt th• projact. again except on ground ot u1ent. 

necffaity. 7 Th• queation ot neceaalty- aa z-aiald 1n th• 1939 

Congr111 b7 Repr .. ent.at1Te Jo• :.it.u'M& or Alabaa& 1lho declared 

tha\. lM muld oppo•• \b• inatallatJ.on of an dr bue in llwa 

until data•• aubtdt\ed making clear, am,ng other thi.nga1 th■ 

all.itaey ura■aa:7 ot nch a proJact.. 'l'h• quwtl.011 w.aa a bU1c oae, 

a.ad renec:t.ed. a pre'fflcit. inablllt,7 to Tisulls• th• pJ"Obl• ot 

baiaphve d•f11111• ill l.t.• totaUt.7. It al.ao lad to an otfic1al. 

■t.at..ent. on Al.&•kan air Wenae, t.h• fir•t- 111,de out.•1d• tile War 

Dtpa.rt.Mnt ita•lt• 

In a • .., prepar1d 1n r-eply, Gt111eal A mold pointtd o.t tl\at. 

.U...ka and th• Hawa.U.an lal.a.ndl oon.tituted. \he d•f•n•h• out.poats 

of cont.in•nt.al Un.it.ed St&t.e1. 
8 Strat.•&le.U, th1 iaportame ot 

- 7 -
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th• Al.11kan-Ale11tlan area lar 111 the taat that it tlanked. on the 

north the ONat Cir;le flou.te bct.we•n Sl!&ttle and th• Orltnt, and 

toN1Bd the apex of the 'Panama.-Hawail-Alask& trlanll,e. Sp1oitlcall7, 

that area 1'0llld provide 'bases tor ili reeonnalsaa.nee pat.rol• and 

ll&ht. naval pat.roll in t.h.• North Pacific.. Prompt se1sur, of' 

und•tl!tD.ded a1te1 1ri tha Alaeka area cl.ght be exp,ct~ 1n ennt 

ot •ar. SuoceHM d•~en.1, and retention or projected naval or 

air b&.ses at Sitka, (od.1a.k, Unalaska, and P.ncoorao, would rend•r 

ho1til11 opvation. 1n the area blprao.tica.bls. Such d•f•nsiff 

action would i.molVd operatio.ns as !'ar we1t aa 11'.ilka attJ a. t"ar 

south u lt~chlkan. Thus th• p~taary d.uty ot United. !1t1.t91 air 

power in t.hl• area: lllOuld be to aaaiat tn the d1!ens.- or :dlltacy 

.and naYal establhhm«ita llll~ to npport t.he M'avy in the tlmelt 

1i■oovery and deat.l"uction or hoat.lle torau. In t.tul tul.tlllaent 

ot thi1 obligation the Anehorage-P'alrbankl Air Baeo would beeoae 

• priJH ntesssit.7. Carta.in additL:inal factor:'! combi..Md to n­

phuise thia necessity. 'l'boup co11111orcia1 t11lng he::! •tablished 

if.Hlf as a vi.ta.l •11Nl8nt. in Alaskan llf•, exlatins fields wera 

.not. usabl<J tor w.J.ital'7 purpose■~ Girtllan keronaut.ica I dlllni­

stratlon authoritiee ~atimated that two years 11'8re needed to train 

a pd J.laekan pilot. Coneequantly air torces could. not. be thrown 

into t.he Territory on ehort not.le•• nor could ailltary aircraft. be 

ope~ated without base taelllti11. 

-8-
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Th• outbreak ot 1.'iorld Tl' ar ll cut short turtl\c delibua.t.iona. 

Fund.a wer$ aprropriat~d and temporary faailities plauned which WeN 

ude &.vaila.ble b1 the: fall ot 1940. 9 

The year 1940 brcught a n.ew.i phaH in, t.he arowt.h o! llukan 

air po•er. Fros the beginnln& it. llaci be!Jll co.o.aid.ered ln.,itable 

that. the J.nchor&.&e-P't.irbaci{a bu• Jev\Jlopaent w:iuld nave to be 

1upport.ci b7 an extensive pi-o~raa ot construct.ion at. Yario1o1is 

str&tegic point• including th• ~leutian Ialan.da~lO rt. wa, still, 

however, a matter ot debate Just, t.o What extent. tJlia aonat-r11ctian 

was lldvisable Md where it 1ho1.lld be proJ.cted. It. •a• al,10 .a 

open q_u~ation what rehtionahl.p ahould ex.iet. bet:•Hn krliJ11 air llnit■ 

1n Al&1ka and n.avsl. ..wd &rou..1.d rorcaa. Th, ti.lM bad come wn.en 

debat1:1: on thae iHUt.¾S could not &.C!ord t.o laat too l.0n1. Thw 

Am.'3rioan public ba.i become balatadl,- defauaa-conacioua 1 ~d it. did 

not. tau:e lon,& !or thiu n1wly con.li t.ic.n~ci pubUc opinion to diaco-nr 

tha strategic pot.&nt.islitie1 tx\.stlng in t;hs Aleut.iaaa:. Ju, rdla­

tiona b9twaen the Unitod States and Ja~nn deteri0r&ted1 it bej,8,11 

to tiud expression in nu.urou1 articles in the public .iraaa, and 

its toree btt&an t.o ~ tdt in le,palat.iou. In 1940 CoogreH 

became liberal in it.s bp,.>ropriation ot tunds fer tne developaen:t. 

at the uort.hern dttfens••• It wa11 then up t.o the i,ar Jepart.act, 

to which t.lla id• ot ila.ak,. 1 a irt.rat.•&ic ~rtuce had. scarcely 

coi:io &:s a. dis co very,. to .uk.e .ip it• -.ind on the extent. and twaotlon 

r:Dt~ f lDE N l lAL 
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of air inatJillations ln the 1arritory. 
I , 

I.1 ~P-p.t.~ber r}f !940J !!'gJ. Cer .. "'ii,ron "'½llv&r Tiuclmer 

inaugurated £ lone dl:rn1Jadrm nf those l5su.es.11 t,s Ci,llffl&!l ling 

do so• i...rol it \'las owing in large part to his ortices tlu.t the Alr 

Corp■ .ra~ a.dj J.stGc' tc :11.eet unique elrau.1llftence5 and given £. Job 

aoaewhat cowusna11rnte ·,'1th its abilitfos. Revlewfog the c~tef 
• 

inngers ot em3uy attack he concluded th.at, howev~r 1t rrlght. co• 

{a..-i.d it. co\lld cov Bither !ro:t tha wrth•estern portion ct ~\laak& 

tion b7 air :tC' f,,lt ti, '>• t.h~ onl.7 ~rteoti."H 1'!¥3a.M nt rapid. ad.V1IJ'IIC•­

.. ~,,_tlcip ... ti:1c a ~.o<H" ilMtad dr n.ttack, he 'WPlrrI31 aga.1.nst '113.l!'-way 

:11~asurea, a.ialnst. the buildlnz or la.n, ti ,i tiel 1s v;it.hout proper 

tields eoul i be & .U~tlnct llablllty rather tha.n othem.sa. /\ daquat,• 

iar- Alasxan det'enae. tl\;hout rrJnir.uzlns the nee l for ztorma.11,y 

at.Mng ground rorces~ hi, was iapre~t,'ld by the unique natur;:, or 

!tlaskan :iilit&.r.Y operations: '"':1th the; presant anrl pos::,ib111 tu.tuna 

development ot ~ir attack and the uee ot parachute t.:roopo, t.ho 

le!"$1ltl 3 of t-faskta n.ssuraes an aspect d.U't'ering materiall1 from our 

-10-

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 



. .. 

• 

f 

• 

This Page Declassified IAW E012958 

one OYerbel.d." 

In addit.ioa. t.o the ll&in auppl.y bue already project.eel at. 

Ancbor11 .. and .P'airbanka1 Buclal_. propoHd a seri•• or adnnced 

buN,. a &l'OUI) of nra.t•&ical.17 locat.l!d. int•med.lat• landing 

tiel.da, and • cbaia. et protected !ielda oonnecting Anchora1• wlt,.b 

~• contin.atal United St.at-o•• In tbi• •1 • cordon or t1eld• 

wov.ld be crnted tl"Om llhich bo•'bardment alrcralt could be ain­

t.ained u a conatant threat to acy no.tile action in th• Ala■kaa 

or .Uatian ueu" Con.at.ruction would nat.ural.17 haft to be coor­

dinated with th• Ci.A, al..Nact, much more 11.Jtal.J' ••ta'blished 1n ll.uka 

than: \ha .U.r Corps. .aut 10• adjut.ent 111 prlorit.1•• would haft 

to bl •d• beton exilt.in& CAA con,t.ruet1oa plan• ouw.d tit. t.ho•• 

.110.t d•lr•bl• ill the int.erut.1 ot d•te1111a. 

Arter aonaultation with Karahal.l Hoppin, llulaul Superintendent 

of ilrwa,w n»r \he CM, General illeknor •ar&ed wit.h • clear-c11t. 

propaaal.12 For til'at. prlorit.7, a •er1ee ot adYanoed buoa wolll.cl 

be requi.Nd troa llhich "dateuiT• and a.weasi•e• boablnc operation• 

coul...t ba conduct.llCl. Thee• need. mt lM elaboratelf planned, p:ro­

yJAad a pd l"llllllaJ in.to the pi-um.ling wind 1M l:tullt !or each aa 

rapidl.7 aa poaeible. Uoae, Bet.hel, Kodiak and Unal.a■ka were t.b• 

bun •-1..cted.. Since Unaluka l.aJ too tar troa other bu• ad 

•inc• the habit■ ol •eat.her 1n thoac perts wr• ,pnenll.7 deplorabl.•1 

-ll-
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an lllteraedlat.• fi&ld in th• ragi.on or Chignik would be nffd1d. 

In second priority o;Wlle th~ intanaediate bases oonneoting the 

adV&nced baa es wlt.h t.he main 011n at, Aoohor&ge soo Fairbulu • 

TttNd M>Uld aer•e &a relay points tD.r- fuel Md bomb•, as bad 

weather emiergency ti•lda, and aa atopping plac•• for abort :oan• 

pursuit ahip1. For t.hia purpos• Ruby' and McGrath wsr-e eel■ot.ed. 

l..uo 1n this general priority came one or 1110r1 chains ot' fielda 

llb.ich wcu.ld allow pla.ne,1 t.o N1ntorc• the Ala1kaa wilt.a tro11 ba, .. 

in the United Ste.tea. Boundary and Big Dt:lt,a Nre lmport.arat. 

loca.U.0na on th• inland tou.te via ~hit~orse; Cordon would ooa­

plete the eoa.1t route rro11 Yakut.at. to knchorag<1; Galo>na would act. 

a1 a connecting link betw■en the tM> rout.ee. Anotha:r hue at 

Naknek, on. the rout~ll to Un&laoka and Kodiak also Oa!l.e und.•r 

1econd priority. Third priori t1 was aasig;ned to 1uch locatlona 

a$ would improve the neaeuar:, skeletal ayst.-. att&r t.he 11.t.ter 

This waa •senti.ally the progra.rtt !lna.1.l.y iaple11ented. , But. 

cou.■iderable :il.lte.rence ot opinion erlBtf!d on ane or- t.llllD cl"uel&l 

po1nt,1. Ths:>retically t.he .,rogram. preHnt..ed llt.tJ.« t.hat, was aon­

trover•i&l, provided th• ep~ropriatione an-J prruons were avall­

•ble. J.ir .i~.fenae ot Aluka could mt be lnterpNted in ma.n,,. otbv 

wa7s a• far H the mere location ot bases wu conc•rned. The cue 

ot the propo■ed advanced base on Uoalaake. Iala.nd prowd the on~ 

- l2 -
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rnl boM ot eont.ent.1.on-it and the intermediate f18l.ds whose pro­

jected existence depended on it.. The rdsslon ot the Air Corp■ 1a 

Ale.ska •a.s, according to the general plans at the t.L11e, •to defend 

U.S. military and na.v,,~ installat1on.s 1n Alaska, including Unaluka. 1 

a,5ainst aea_. lard, and air attaclm, anri against sabot.age; to :ieQJ' 

usa by the eneey or sea and land b;iaes in Ala:,ka nnd the Elt!utm 

Islands; to support th.:! lfs.v,.r . 13 Protection of the ttaval a~e at. 

;)utc1' lfa.rbor b';!came ":.hc?rafore .._ prLID conai::ieretion in the tnl!ill­

me.nt or thl3 :aission. Btlt the Na~ harl grave doubts about any l!YJY 

establlshm~nt under cirCU1:1stanees such as thos-e su.rrouniing the 

island or Unal.B aka. 

U was a higily debatable issue,14 i.'lwltlnr, principles ot 

st.rateeie planning important out of all proportion to t.h1t extent. 

or the a.ct1-rlt1e1 proJectoo. .F-.t first it. looked. very l'llUCh c:s tboup 

t.he accid.ents or gi,ography would obviats an,1 further di!1eusion ot 

the Dlatter, tor prellm.inaey aurY.,• or Unalaska prond \he ill.and 

unsuitable for l!!.I11ing rlald construeUon. At. Umn.a.k, howeTsr, aaae 

65 adl.H f:toom. :Juteh Harbor, sUt"Vqs indicated t.hat s11eh conetrucUoa. 

would be tsaslble.15 To naval authorit18l'l it appeared that an A'fa7 

air base at U:nnak would 2erel7 pu\ increased st.rain on su col!IIUlli­

cntlon; both tor aont'lt-ruetion .and protection, at a time when nel",1 

ton or llh1.PPL1! was at~ a pre:lli:im and when the lfavy could arrord 

to expend its strength an none but the moat eaaantiBl oon"fOT 

-13 -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 



f 

y 

.. 

This Page Declassified IAW E012958 

~ 
aia1lona. Tb• coat ot aonst.Puct.ion, which would be hi.ch, it ••• 

tel.t. IIDlll.d •r• profi t.ab17 be •xpen.ded on the 1Jl1t.allat1ona alre-adJ' 

•xi•t-inc on UP&lallka. Umak lt•ill h-.:l no adequt.e ba:rbor un.lop­

aent. 1 a fact. whiah would :i.ncr-■e t.h• dU'tiew.·t.l• ot •• oollllmti­

c:at.ion. P'urt.heNDre, Ullll&k seetNd. to n,afll cr1t.1o■ too tar tn■ 

Out.eh Hu-bor to offer enough air prot.~ctlon to warrant. tb• up11n11e.16 

In abort_, air nrYelllance al.ong th• Aleut.tan. ... and aboul.d remain 

• Na'Y7 tuncti.On, '° be carried on bJ" tender-baaed plan... So 

oogent. ••• t.heir argu,aent. that t.b• ll&v;y a11thorlti• bad jut abollt. 

P•Nu.d.t t.b• far l>epartMnt on this point.17 

To the Ar,q Air Corps and to tno• in cnar1• or t..be ir,q' • 

111.Hion ill UMk&, th• picture had anoth.- ■id•• It the air toroe• 

id Al.aaka 'Wal"• t.o Mtill t.hei.r aduion ot protectina tJM; nan.l ill­

at.&llationa it 1NUd. clear that t.h• UanaK bu• woltld be uaeatial: 

ot.luar•ia• t.be Na.,- would have t,o prot.ect. ii• o• irust.allat,ion■ at 

t.h• e:xpm•• ot it• pr.uaa17 J:d.Hlon.18 But. oona1darat.iom oya- and 

abon 1-diat• protection ot Dutch Harbor al.eo dictated air cw­

vel.Dpatnt. or Uma.k. I. baee in the ileut.ians would al.low the ara:r 

bDllbeN to comaend a radius 400 alle• gJ"ea\er t..llan would be 

pouible tl'OII nob an hlantl point aa Chignik., "• tact.or which 

111.gbt •.U pro•• dwisiY• in the def 1119e of Alulca. "19 :.qull1 

inlportant1 1n a negatiff wa:, •a• t.h11 tact. that a sit• exbted on 

Ustnak mich could euU7 be axpl.oitad. a■ u. ad-nnoed bue by 

hostile parachut.e t.roops, armed onl.y wit!. auan tool• •• ailllt. be 

- 1.4 -
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dropped tor their uae lro1aaircra.tt. To Gen. Jobn L. Dllfltt, 

C1v anding Gmval ot t.h• 1'eate.m Detsa■e Colll&Dd1 thi■ fact quite 

ou.tweipd th• rnerse &rgtlllllli. that. iutaUatiDna prepar.cl by" 

tJm.ted. Stat•• torcu at Umak am inauttioiently garrlaonelt wau.ld 

alao b .... a Uabllity. 20 

It,. wu t.b• Al'IU"' • Job., 1n thu 1.nat.mce 

apeoU1oal.ly' &111ir Corp• job, to pN'Nrlt .,..._., Hl.sur• of operat­

Uli bu•• a&ld uaehl. op.ratin& altea, and 1~ mat be oon■idlred. • 

N■ential. oaJ.aUn to u •• 
Such 1A brief•• t.ha diao.\lMJ.or&. It t.be Alwtian beau had"'been 

andotled. (and the nar- Jepart.aant. ... ad willlnc at. one point to do 

Jut that.) pl.au 1IDllld han bHn al.t.ered peruneAt.17 aDd \be l&l'J' 

aade aoaplet.ely reeponalbl• tor the 4etcmN oft.he Al.e'l&'Ualul. Aa 

it -, owinc laraal,y t.o the tenaolt-7 ot O...ral.a Bueiaaer u.d D411t.t. 

\be iane r-1nec1 allY1. on th• ina.atcce ot tbll NaY7 D4JJ)artaent 

the Uuak proJeot. -■ laid betore t.he Join\ Soard Cw l.>.tma:•. 21 

Pin&lly, oq 26 • .,...,.r 1941. lt. -· approTe4--alt.• •oatthina OTer 

a year or ducu.ulon. 22 

'!he nat of the prop-aa prowkad llt.tl• debat■• The ot.nm­

adftlleed ba■•• pl"OYided tor def-■• of f.1"N8 ..U bepad tb• raap 

ot laq r .. poa■1bll1t.7, UMI only UNl)tion beinc the l.andJ.nc tiel.th 

at, Kodiak and Sito whwe the prgbl• rxuw1at.ecl _..i, or Jooal 

JuriadieUon.. 23 The onJ..7 ._.1.oua tact.or oonditiolling t.ha 111\er­

priae - tbat of th• flmda &Yaib'bl•. lfeithv War JJltpart.wt. 
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1- 0~ ,nnr_N1~~l -...·· 
nor- CAA allDtaant.a acnud poalibly N ILldtl to mud a• tar u t.bDN 

o'bler· .. n 1D Aluka, illpro•ect •1th tho ur1enc1 ot t.h• aitution, 

•uld ha.v• llklld. liar or HaTJ' il-,..z,t.Mnt. tunda ..,.. tortbooain& 

fol" con.tr11et.ion at. tho .. pl.ace, ar,at au.it.able to tb• :l.llaadlate 

n.etda or t.he araed tore••• In addition to iut.all&tiona at, . 
Anchor•• and Fairbank•, lancU.n1 till.d.• at, MeUakaUa and Yaatat, 

.. N und•rtak.erl b7 th• War Depart..Mnt. 24 Th••· tields oHd their 

illpol'tano• t.o the tact. tha\ tn-, pl'OYi.ded th• onl1 taalble •toppiD& 

plaoea 011 t.h• cont.al air ro11tt• tro.11 Pt,. L-1•, ifaah., to Anchor•&•• 

The CAA ?J"Ogl"M tor 1941, lnwl.Ying $40,000~0CX> (Public No. 81.2, 

76t.b Congeaa) oont..flllPlat.ed mrk en 250 i&irport.a t.hroqbout. t.be 

United St.a.to• Uld Aluka. Tb• probl• ot prlorlt.1• accordingly 

becu• one ot th• greateat. iaport.ance. For Awka it••• d•terained 

by the Peranent, Joint Board on Detenae, Canada-United Stat.ea, 

'llhicb tawred t.he development ot air rout-■ tro111. tho United st.aiea 

to Fai.rbuks, Anchoras• ud Kodiak.. Thia g&Ye hi&h priorit7 to 

tho.. locations lying aout.blrsat ol t.he above INllt.ioned plac••• 

Bu\. th• need tor .argena7 landing i'ielda, coupled. •it,h t.be probl• 

of mld ••th«" wat.i.ng in A.lUKa lib.ere .. .,t.her oonditJona Y&ried 

conddera.b.17, required a aln1aua ot class 3 aad 4 aiJ,pom t.brwgb­

out. t.bt Ie?T1t.ol"J'. 25 On 4 JaauarJ" 1941 t.he seoret.a.r7 of War 

reoo.111111nded t.bat t.he CA1 d•Telop the tollowing airpor\1 u clua 3 

inatallat.iona to ... t- nd.lit.ar1 nquiremMlt.l, in the following 

- 16 -
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priorit.Js ~, Big Del.t.•• Jwaeau, Cordova, RubT, lioJl•1 Betbal, 

26 
Gw.kana, lldirath, ll&knek. 

Fw-t.h., oonilt.r'uction work, oftr and aboY• t.hat or.\gj n&] l T 

plann-4 lor t,hq 10 C>.A ti•ld• CAM ~ tor di.au•ion in t.he aprin& 

at 191.2. Bria. Gen. lillllaa o. Butler apba■iaed tb• i■l'lldu\e UN 

ot •xinin& CAA interMdiat.11 landing tilld■ ra1-hw than the build.in& 

or new tielda or the pNYiaion ot additJonal nmwa7 ■vracina. B7 

th.a.t. t.lae the t.h.reat. ot actual inY&don bad, increued to au.ah an 

txtent that. OMraency taallitiu ••t. be g1nn t.hll ol.o■Ht at.t.en­

tJ..on. 1-ediat.• extenaion or run•,- to one iail• llh«-e pract.1caDle 

•it.h eqt.dp11ent. already on hand and at a. aost. ot 42,220~000 aon-

1tituted all the addit.ional wor.K required. 27 

Th• .Uuk.an air d•tenH project. neoee•a.rilT ut.uded bepnd. t,,he 

Tan1~r,. it.1.U. Indeed, one ot t.be baaic p.roble:u un.derltin& it 

wu t.ba.t ot t.ranaport.at.Lon and oo..uu.cat.lon bet.••wi Aluka and t..n• 

Unit.ed St.at•• Until t.be h•roulnn t.aak of building a highway troa 

t.h• Unit.n S\&t.ea t.o Alu.ka could be coapl.t.ed the Ter-r1tol")' -. 

Yir\uallJ ieol&t.•d uoept tor wat.er and ail' rout.ea. ?he water 

rout.e up t.be wen aoa,t. ot Canada •a• diecow-agingl.,1" alow at. a 

U.• when apffd was iDdicat.ed., and it. pr••ented ••rioaa probleu 

t.o OUl" am-chant -.rin• al.react, taad be,oad it.a capacit7 by aiUt.a.ry 

requireaent..a elaewheN. The ob"fiou■: aolu.t.ion to \he wamport.at.ion 

problen, !or the t.i11e at least.,•• t.o ••tabliab a feasible air 
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route troa t.h• United S\At..• t.hro.tgh Canada t.o Alalllca. An a.ir 

~ute had already be«i ill operatidn along the cout.. But tbat 

oooperation betw•en the t• ceuntria• were not 7et. elor, pN•ented 

serio11s dU!ioult.i•, .. pecially •it.h regard to w•ther. In the 

tall of 1940 t.h• Pel'IIUl•nt Joint. Board on Defense reoo.-nded 

that. ataglna facilitiM be vrovided at Crand PN.irb, Pt. st. 

John, l'ta Melaon, Wat.Inn Lake, l1hiteborae, Prine. Geo?"g•, and 

Sal.t.hv• mich WDul.d t'ol'II a highwa:, tor t.h• rapid t.ranaU or 

ad.Ub17 ilicraft. bet••tn the Uni\.ed St.f.t.o• and Aluka. 23 Latw, 

tialds •--• addad. at 1olt1.no and Port. HardJ. B7 the spring ot 

1942 all the t1•lda m.,\ioned abc>Ye were r-eport!ld 1n ftrioua at.&ps 

ot coarplet.ion. 29 

As in -,et •ergenor proj•ot.ti, theN ■xlst.ed l.n A.luka • con­

aldw&ble lag bet.ween th• plannln.g and th$ execution. Kany ob­

et.aole• confronted t.hs planners, bQt, t.he1 were IIDre \hart -iualbd 

by the obst.acl•• faeing t.ho • 'lh!,ae tuk 1\ wa■ act.uall~ to oon-

1truet. tacll1t.ie1 in l.l"Ot.io and 111b-arct1c conditJona. Th•• 

dltticul.ti• attect.ed nett. Ol'lly' the work ot conat.rwrt.ion bat alao 

Ute entiN logistleal sit.wit.ion in the noM.h. To begin wit.h, plan.a 

had to be •Id• and. ■u,>pllu, par"IIOIU'llll, •t.c• delivered on ~ 

gn,und •RJ mont.h11 ahead ot t.b• t.i. ... the1 were actual.l.7 t.o N !lMd. 
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Tne auaaer JW:>nth• were, the -,rking •ntba and nery aillute or 

that tiae l:iad to bo u\1llsod it valuable U., eqwi,PHDt., and 

pereonn•l ••r• not. to be •ast.ed. ,0 P'or lu•er Jobs, or con•t.ruo­

tion alreadJ' ••11 on it.a way, it. ••• poaaibl• \0 w,rk dlll"1ng tea­

poratur•• •am•tillea as low•• tlt\7 d•greea below sero, bu.\ onlf 

at th• •xp•n•• of thawing practically all tool• and material■ 

before using. Even Vien, the ahort houra or daylight. rrust.ra\ecl 

an.1 attempt.a at conaiat.ent. WDrle. il:ffn in th• aumur 1110at.hll the 

Alaskan tar!'ain ud th• Aluk.an weather retu1ed tt> coop.-at.e fully. 

In ane• areaa, particularly along t.he aouthem and weatem coaat­

llne and in the Aleutiane, the rainfl.ll reached at till .. ununac-■-

a.ble proporticna, in plac• tul.1,- three t.ia11 that ot th• uat.ern 

United State■• And then there wa1 th• makeg, a IIJ>On!Y •ts ot 

accun.a.lated root■, 110ae, et.a., often seyeral t'e.t. deep and quite 

boggy unleaa trosen. 31 In ,uny pl•cn it. wu impo■■ible to con­

struct tho ue11al hard-eurraced tield becau:,e o.rten it. wu nec•■•arr 

to build on glaoia.l f"roet which required peoullar handling uad 

pruented ne·Hr-en.ding proble• ot raalntenanee. 32 

A bo'N all there •ae th• pnibl• ot t.ransportation. Conat.r110-

t.lbn in the north required a truen~u• 'fOlWI• ot equipaent and 

supply, a n11ll&1bl• ;:,roportion or which wu on hand or could be 

procured in the Territory. The result. ••a that a good deal 110re 

cargo had to be carried to J..laau than t.h.era wa1 shipping or air 

- 19 -
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t,.ranaport.at.ion to carry it-. Unlee■ equlp.unt could ha !lawn in, 

ther• rmalned the p,rodigiou.a job ot ti-anapor\ing it f'rOlll the 

ports to the inland airfields~ llOrl< wnall1 done by tractors &Di 

•led• in ~he 1dnter and Dal"ges in the SWll'Mtr wh.-e location• 

ha..ppentd to be open to r1Tel" t.rattic. 3'.3 Th11 baalc t.ranaport.atlon 

problem. rsaalned. in spite ot efforts to construct. usable hlgtnrays, 

ext.end rail faeilltlea, and increase air tranaport. senice.34 

l.nother d.1t.ticult7 besett.ing t.he const.ructlon work la.y 1n 

thl!!I eontuaion or agencies n,aponslble f'or it. In DecEl!llber of 

1940, Oer11t'al B\lckn«r complained that., alt.hough a general polic7 

existad to coordinate CAA conatruction with ad.litary requireJMnt.■, 

troa t.ha inst.ruction:s and COWlterlnat.ruct.ioha: receiYed troa 

Waanlngton by Mr. Hoppin • • • that t.h•r~ 1a a lack or propv 

coordination 1n \lrashingt,on between the \.lar )epartaent and the 

CI.A .. 1135 Aa tor th• construction undvt.ak.n d1rect.ly by tb• War 

:Jepart11ent, there existed IIOJI.• contusion id: the fact that onl.7 

alowl7, oot. until nearly th• :rd.ddl• ot 1942 1n tact, ••• it. placed 

under direct control or t.he l'llWtary auttw:>rlti .. in the uea. 

PZom.oualy it had been earried. on o, an as•l9t.nt Distriet '1:nginNr 

who reported to t.h• Seattle Dbt.rict ~ngln•er ortioe rat.h•r than 

to General Bllokner. A'rlat.ion engineering battalions tu:rthel"ml)re 

were not. directl.7 reepon■ible to t.h• kir !ore• ccaQllnd•r, a •it.uation 

- 20 -..... 
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unlike t.hat. pertdnlng to any other theater. 36 

It is not surprising, t.hen, tnat progreea in t,he b,dlding 

pro gram was not ao ra.ptd as had bol!lll planned or could ha.'H been 

ldshed. 37 Cnl. D. V. Gaffney, Coiwu.ndlng orticer or Ladd Field, 

1n e. lett.er to the Air !napec\or shortly art.er Pearl Harbor, 

re!erred t.o the develof)1lent ot eerT1c• type landing tielde in 

Alo,ka. u a d.esperate problem, the 1olu.tion to which l!&it;;ht very 

well eooe ton late.38 In hrdb 1942, =.faj. >... C. '~cK1nle7 ruarked 

that the dt:ttense ot Alaek• depended upon an a:Jequat.e air tore• 

tor which suit.able ope~ating tiolds ware at the time non-exi.•t.ct, 

only tiTe being anilable tor imllediat.a uee.39 
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C!V.M.ill ll 

fllE PIDBLl!X or W..SKAK AIR JUB:IISE, 1941 to JUlll 1942 

17 'the tall ot l9U, t.he woad lln• ot polioT bad bea 

.rt•tJ.ftl.7 atabllah.S aa tar•• the ph7aieal taeillt1" tort.he 

a1r dat-• at Alaska ..,.. coaccmd. Ow1n& larp.17 to \be ridag 

.,... ot Japan, aetion tor ceri,ain "fit.al 1 ..... bad .._ ..-u, 

accel.11"at.ed. Dvlnc th• llmlMr aantiba et that ,-i- ADDthC" ~ 

\al iau• aro■e-, aaa,17, bo.-1 1a Use taae or incrw•Sng unau- ad 

1nedeq1,1at.e airoratt produU.on, t.be mw buu were to be pl"r1eoned 

and equipped.. Hei-e qaill t.he bu1c oancet>t. of ili operat.1on■ ... 

profe-Wldl.J' atteatect. C:OllfiiGt.1 arv•• llbioh •er• oal7 naolwd 

... I \be , ...... t.b-•lffll 11btin \bq raldN Dao!I Barbor Ind 

occu.pt.4 the out.lfin& Aleut.iaaa in Jm• ot 1942. 

In a NU• t.h• i•ff had e.x11tAc1 &11 along. TM U.U proJNt 

1n paniolllar bad :ru\e4 Oil t.be ae.-.pt.ioa that an wthl.4 in tbe 

nclnlt7 of hi.eh Harbor '9ul4 be p.l'(!Pel,T gaThoa.:l. .so. eubt.. 

had bea :rai.Hd on. tba'\ point, lNt. NJD\y lhsr omt.sred OIi t.ll• 

dittiolll.Ues ot aapp~ and coamdoa\io11 when laot.b d41J>--' oa aA 

- 22 -
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bow11Ter, tho erner1enc1 i,eeaed closer than ever, t.b• r.aenN 0t 

aircraft were still inaiequa.t• to aeet the 1eaand troa all areu 

of derense, and 1t. •as seriously debatod -..hethw th• dange!" ot 

orrering Wlproteeted t'hlds to an enay who c:ou.ld •uh ror 

nothing bettP.r would outweigh the strategic &dn.ntar,ea ot baYina 

a1vanced oporating baasa. 

nuce again the ~liJut1sns proved t.o H the princlp&l stora 

canter, canfusion Rnd divergence of opinlon hovering o•e~ t.hec 

like their nwn per9llllial oYttrcast. 1he reaet'n tC1r thin d.t>at• ia 

clear enough. 't'he old theory of Alaakan r\etenee had bHn built. 

up &l"Ounii the '3...-ard-J, nchorage areas, supplemented b7 th• Joint 

f. rmy-Navy ietense o! Kodiak. fiucb a schsrae had the 'ri.rlu• ot 

enphaaising the defense or the t, laskan mainland., which •• after 

all intrinsically- tha mat v:i;i.l\l«ble pa:rt o ! the northern poHeuioll9. 

Control ot Ute North Pa.cine had nat.urally been considered a 

!'unction or the Navy, operating t'roa. bases .at Kodiak and Dutch 

Harbor; and th.a Al.ut.ian lal.anda nat.urally came into t.hia •aae 

category except f'or the ground and air support. neh■aary tor local 

prowction rroa sabotage or aurpi'ise raid.II. tr, t.11en 1 lWted 

ail'ar1t.tt product.ion lnclicated t.hat. soiu areas 110\ll.d heTe to 'be 

left without. protect.ion !rOII. the Army Air' Corps. It would be 

bett.sr to abandon the J..l.eutiU1• t.han to riak bostile aetion on 

the -.inland itHlt. There was, there!'ore, a tendency to conaidw 
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the Aleutians u primaril.J a Haq •p!Mr• or operat.iona •itih around 

t.roopa and air w:.iw-U neceuary, ground troop• alon.,_in • 

aupportillB role, only. Thia Yiew ot the probl• a..atld !roa t.be 

daf• whm Alulaln d•!en•• lfU e.aent.1ally a paadw de:!'eaM, • 

11ere policing of t.errito17 •hich it. would .haN lMen raah to l•Ye 

unproteoted.. \rith ■ctin operations in the ottq, conaideration 

or of'tenaivt act.ion had to b• ta1u,11 into account., and it wu per­

tootl7 cl.-r U-t rtnT such aggresain cle!en■e would, 1.u\d1111 Alaalcan 

condit1.ona, tlave "? d9J)ftd ai.nly an the striking power or ground­

baaed aviatioll. 'l'httr• "IUI alao t.h• poaaiblllt7, •illl nry JIIIOh 

in \be distance,._ ot fu.ll-10.ie ottenaive action againlt- Japan Ti& 

.Uae"5l. Tb.• ccnaldarat.iona ad.a it or •ital iaport.&nce to kup 

control or the Aleutians, at, leut a, tar as wt.oh Harbor, 1Ad 

pr.t•r•bl~ in thtdr ent.irny. It. was po1nt.ed O\lt, tor example, 

that. if ihltch Harbor v•r- lo■t. the United Stat. .. -,ulc:l ri.rt.uall7 

lo•• aon\rol of t.ba ent,in nort.b.-n part. or Alaska. Ia lhi• 

ca•• ;the iiaportano• or the S•ud P-1nul., Di any torr,ini 

aot1di7 t.a be pl.a.med 1n that direction wculd etfat0Uvel7 be 

neutralised. sine• operat.1on1 in the QOJ'\h Ind •at at.ill dapended 

Jl&inl.1 on suppl.¥ deliY.r-«:t ,rla th• PHitic and B•in& Jee. rout.e, 

whieh in turn d•p•nded on the a.billt7 oft.ht United Stat.ea tiny to 

1 
opera~ freely in the t,l~tUt area. 

.... .._..., .... ' ' ' 
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S• & d.U- taced th• War Depart..nt and air tore• plann.-a. 

Dutch. .Harbor aiat. be protact.ed. To protect Uu\Oh Harbor iaaanded 

airt1eld.a 1n th• n•ror Ale\ltian. Ialanda. It •uch field■ ••r• 

.. t.aDliahed t-he7 -t b4t adequatel.7 ... l"l"UCKMdJ. A I tM.ac• atood 

1n DeatlllHl" 1941. it appear■d i.ml)oHiblt to do •• I! not. ad► 

quatel)' prriaoned t.he7 WDUl.d ba • llablli\7 and allol&ld 1M abe.n-

1erioual7 Wlproteotad. The probl• ■eeud logically 1.nelllble. 

But ill •artiu th• Anq cahllo\ atford to roll.ow an 1.apa••• t,o 1ta 

loe,lcal concluaion. Thu.tor•, act.ion had t.o 'be 'take11 either t.o 

toncentrate the air garriaon around the Anchorage-Kodiak arn -1 

le&Ye the Ale&iana to the l&'fJ", \ti• ground fOl"CN and.~ Japan ... , 

or to coapln• work on U1111&.it, Cold Ba,- a.Qd Port. He1dlln1 aad 1\ock 

th• with •l:latner equipatnt. could be t.a.kea troa ot.her projfft■. 

lihich ddll wu taken dep111ded 0111th.et.her t-ll• particular 1adivid.ual. 

or ag11J1C7 allned Alaaka and t.b• Aleut.iana1 1111dilr exiat1Ja& eir­

CWHtanc••• te be • thu.ter pri.Jaaril7 of air operation■, potent.ial.17 

ottenab·e 1n ■t.rat.eaical. illport.anc•, and or connqucat. h1gh prl.orit7 

in the allocatioa ot alrcsratt, or an arM aainly of pa••1T• detenae, 

p:ri.llarily dependent on the prot•ction of nanl ud ,ground tore .. ~ 

and t.h1retor• or r.J.at.i..-el7 law air priorit.7. Jfatw-all7, t.ber• 

wer• tn ob■-rnr• 1lbo wolll.d no\ baY• inar•••d Al..._.' 1 air 
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garrison t,o the t1t..mNt con11Dnant. witb \.be rttq_llireMDta or ot.b..­

theat.•r•• So in a MU• th• d•claion ult.i.Jut.al7 caae to depend 

on -the individual QOnvi.ction nprding 'lihc rel.at. be imporuno• ot 

air pcnrer in. Aluka as compared to air pawe1' 1n th• atber theater•. 

Giyen • daart.h. ot -'lane.a, in other -.,rda, the U181fer1 g1Ten to 

t.h• prcibl• ot the air garriaon wu .. conditioned b7 a nUllber ot 

nrr bulc preaon.ceptiona-nonc of which n1 lileel.J' tinall.7 io 

be dndiciat.ed or disproYed. unt.il the Ja.pa.nHe took the initlati••• 

The buic plan1, laid before Pearl Harbor, aade it. cl•ar tbat. 

Alukarl cwf•m• was eaectiall.7 a Nav.y !\tract.ion, with wpport from , 

air and ground torce1 at those points where aoa•t.•l inatallations 

2 
had to be prot•at•d !?"Os n.ldl or ou ttOr't t\l" anot.h•r. Thi■ 

point or Yi .. ditfered abarply tro■ the one adopted by tM Air 

Corp• \-iar Plana Division which wu t.hat "In t.be deteMe of Alaska, 

the operationa ot Affl1 Air Fore•• are lilc•lJ t.o pla7 the CIWl&t­

ing role. Certainly the int.ercept.ion and dNtruct.ioa ot ~ 

forces b;y Ar111 Air Forcn will b• at least. u import.ant u a.anl 

opva:liiowr. "3 In NOYoaber 1941, t.ho i'raaident. ordered Air Corpe 

• COIIUlld•rs to coordinate their plans ao as to auppol't. t.h• Wayt. 

'rhi■ aphaail on· t.he polit.ion ot ttae N'av 1n Ala•kan de/sue •-­

to baY• epn• hand in hand •1th an aaphl.ais Oil t.he creation ()r 

ground tore• garri.10ns, 5 the usuaptcion .,paren\l.7 being that •1'b 

the N&'f7 prLurilr re.pontibl• for patrolliag the nort.h.vn coast.al 
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water, t.he prinolp&l hnotlttn or \be Anq .. to par« the eoul.&l 

lnat.e.llaUona troa bowt11• u.nd1.na and to pro•ld• f'i&ht.er pl-­

tor •hort.-range 1nt.el"MJ)tJ.oa ot bolllb1nc raida. In t.td• -,- the 

air tore•• took aecon.d place not only to the B&T7 wt to the 

ground tores•- Such •• not, boWffer, the policy ot oen_.al 

Dtr:1tt, OowendSng Gen•al ot the 1fNt•m O«renN ComanrS, wbo 

felt that "Our •r• nt.abllah•mt ot A"!'if garr1aona 1n Aluka 

with no aana tor t.h• t.o know wbat. ~ ll~ OYer th• bonson, dN9 

not. oontom. IO any kno1ln prucipJ.e ot 1t.ra\•a, nanl or llilltary. "6 

It wu rapea\edl.7 pointed out that. cround t.l"OOpa in iluka, wbere 

trauport.at. ion taoilit.i d were generall7 lac.king, 'WDuld lte tied 

ta one ■pot am oou1d be ued. tor local deta.."IN only, e:a:ept., or 

eot.U"ae, tor- larp-8Cal.e aea-bom• ottenain act.ion. 7 

Prior to 7 Decanber 1941 auob indeo1a1oll u ui.at.ed Ngardiag 

the tunot.lon ot th• An,:, Air Foro• •Y ba..-e p,,m oat. ot a nat.Ul'lll. 

Ul11filliagn ... to ak• large c:o-1.tmams to • outl.7in& ana WMD 

en-, pl.ana and capabllitiea had u ye\ l:te111 muploNd. On 

'ZT October Geeoal D.rlitt. held •--ioWI im'uioa or 11.Mun t.erri-

t.or, improbable. Ye\, aiaoe th• middle ot t.h• par, it ha4 becou 

apparerrt. that the Alaa.kan ar-., Uld Dutch Harbor 1n part1oular, 

con•titut.ed. a t.br .. t to Japan aeoond onl7 to Vladi'fN'tok.1 Soae 

attack 1n t.n• nDr\h. Iii~ therefore be npeoted. Md repor\m ot 

unidentified and potentially ho•Ul• cratt 1D the ooutal. wat.era 
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contlrMd t.bat. opinion. It. wu not unt.ll P-.rl Harbor., bowenr~ 

tJa\ t.hs t1.laing or nature ot such &ll li.t.tack cow.d ent.er Mriou.i, 

int.o calcul.at.1.01111. 

ld't.er the ea.em, had &iYa.n wadet.akable mdence ot his int .... 

tiona and bad daonawat.ed aoaeUdn1 of hi• raethoda, coneiderabl.T 

mr• at.knt.ion •• giwn to providing adequate air detente■ tor 

!Ju.tcb Harbor and Y..odiak. Thare .. s even reason to bellen that. 

Dutch Harbor had been 1.Acludecl in t.h• original pl&111 !or the 

general at.t.ack. on 7 Oecerlber.9 :Proa that date a destn.ct.1Te raici 

on the ll&1n defena• inst.allat.ione bMIUUI mt a poaeibUit:, but a 

drtual c•rt.aint7. General Marshall wrote t.o the Preaident OD 

21. JuauarJ 1942 u tollcnr•i 

We haw b~en utidpatin& at. 1117 .aoment • 
"dwtncst.iT• raid" an t.hi• rep.on, •pteial.q a\ Out.ob 
Harb01" •here our at.ate or preparation• ii rar troa 
eoapl.t.e. Alao there i■ the hau.rd ot tb• deatr\letion 
ot b&rra.cu, at.orehouaes, etc., at both !od1alt Ialaad 
~d Anahonc•, llh.lch would inwln a ditticw.t. sit.ua­
t.ion in th• winter period. A• DPet ot the con,t.Z"uct.ion 
1a tn.M and or • t.emporary nature, it preNOt,• • 
aerlou.1 fire hazard. • . • A• a later deTelopm,ent, 
I oonaid.91' it probul.e t.bat- it Japan ... I\IOON••· iD 
other areas i-eleiaae ebip1 and t.roope, a post t.1 ni ettort 
t.Dward aot.ual oc'1gation of our Alaakan bues will be 
undertaken.. • •• 

H• t.han adds, s lgniticant.ly, "Our creatost ditt1cul t7 bas bHn to 

1•t. satticien.t nUilber ot bonber and ~rsuit. planes into Aluka.• 

Thi• wu to b• tho 1ain ta.ctor condit.ioni.A& t.be torm.Uon ot plana 

1n tb■M •a.rly 110nt.ha or 1942- lloet ob1ener1, includin1 t.bo•• 
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1n co-.nd. ot Ara:, aot-.ivit.1• on t.ne i'ao.J.ric Coaat., aonaid.-.4 Alua 

to boa in ~·,• put., 1l not. pri.ncipall.J, an •ir d.tClN proabm. 

Gmeral auokner, on hearing that. tue J..l.a.wu .Jelen.• Oo..-nd. 1'U .,_ 

be re.i.lltorcacl 'cJJ ii.ddit..1onal. l,l"OWl.d t.roo95 witbo1,1.t. a;q iwdiau oa­

pleaont of tdr Cor~ wu.t.a, r-aar,ecl (~ Jul;r l9J.il.): "under prqea\ 

condit.iona, l 110t.lld rat.h..r baTe an adclitlona.l. hea--q ballbardllut. 

squadron tban a '11.TillDn ot groud t.roopa. 'rn• t.iu- io at.r1"• bNtil• 

e2ped.it.iou .ia wb.c t.n.1.r t.roopa ar• crowded in t.raupo,:,t.a 8IMl tkai.r 

plllneS on t.b• iiec:Ka of t..he C&niN"••" d• acid9d Ul.at. c;,_.,a1, DeiU.t.t. 

11 
wu or aiailar opinion. lat oa the on• WtJ¥i plan• ww-. mt. •nilabl.• 

1D •litficJ..nt qwwt.it.i• w pard. n• I.be aalnland bU•,. and•• tJM 

other band s;rowid lorcea ha4 iol.Na.dJ' be• wigM4 to Aleal,aa def.,.. 

1a ~ra ar-t eaoUih, to plaoe on t.haa t.be aaJ.a naponeibUit.J la 

IIIJl¥ pl.a.Q... So, •JHr...a poWlCI pl'Tiaona WeN in aDH iaat.anou OD 

the apot, pl"OY.i.dJA& ... eut.ial. oo.-t. art.11.leq, aat.i-a.Lnra.ft, ucl 

illt&At.z,y pl'Oteot.1,gn,. tbs air 1arriaD11 '"e:M:JMd a topiu tor •irited. 

Gen.u·al 81.&clmer lMd. i-h• 1•p"fl"•Mi • _par'.7" in tibia debat... la 

tfanu.ry ot 194.2 be &dTOCQt•d. t.be UN ot kluka •• a bu• tor ~ft 

act.loo. againat. Japan, enviug.lni ult.iaat. cooporat.ioa. 111t.h W...ia.12 

Yf1th t.bia 1n Jlind b. ad.woatct4 net. onl¥ t.h.e imssd1at.e rel.llt'~ 

of the i..laak&n air prruon, buta t.he eonat:ructioa of t.•pol'U'J tacillt1 .. 
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1.3 
defena•. The first or th•• prope>sal.1 h• conaidered. NNDUal 

194-', 11a aingle up-to-date ti&}'lting pl.ano 1n the Alaska Dt!'e.aae 

CoQIU.lld.tl 'nl• lariet air rorce that cou.l.d be put. int.a t.he air \.o 

meet ~1 at~k he e11t.iru.tttd t.o C(ma:lst or "ae•e.n obaol1iac1nt. rudiam 

bo~i pl.aaoa and sixt.Mn eqiiall.J out.1'-0..led pursuit. planeo.1114 

aq1,uiaro11s, MdiWI lx>llbardlo'l.tr11t.; t.SJ sqWldron.1, heavy 'boJll:>ardatat.; 

two squa\irona, pu.raui.t lntorceptor; one squadron, h®VJ" rooOllA&i .... •; 

anu tranaport aqtladron; an..1 appropriata service and adiaini:atratiw 

uni.to. He turther ar,iued that., alt.hough the above tore• wa. t.h• 

could be aci!o.mwodat.Etd !madls.tuly, if onl;,r in t.ants., for Alaska 

the .aarllII.WI nettds nhould be t.ai{11n into consider.tion because t.i1e 

probla1111 al tranoport.-1tlon ~d uupply prevfflt.ed eu1 r•iritoroeJMD.t. 

in tiratj ot eraa1•&,a.1cy. Ahd oax.i.aum. needs depenJed c)n plans laid 

!or thlj mor.t distant r..i.t.uro ,,hen, ha hoped, the at.rategic poHi­

~ilit.ba in J.laaka. would be e.iqJlored in o:1.'l a.ggre»elve campa.icn 

apinat Ja.1>a.n. n10 look on /,laska a.-rely u a territo17 to be 

det'en<i•d .mJ to contemplate that. air torces conai&n@d to Aluk.a 

b$ '1Hci onl.7 for .1)8.HiTe de!enu i&nor.ua t.ho et.rat.ogi.c po.t.1.'tion 

ot thia t.urrito:ey- as • potential. baae tor otteu•ive e:xpeditiens.• 

B'1t. it, 110\.tU ba eHential to any 1uch pl.a that tbe.e lleldo be 

I ' ,, I! 1,,1 
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nook.eel pmi- to u.. sua. MU.on, a .... a1 hcmar t.it., •111.d 

lend tiulbllity t..o cmr:Hldi air opvat.lou u well, •i\bnt oon­
lS 

at.itaU.ag a drain oa C011ba\ amt-a. 1n 'bot.la ta.a. propoeala be 

wu hllJ' 'baaked ~ G..-a.l. O.Wi\t..
16 

0..-al. n•1,t, 1n tact.,, had been mg .... I.Inn 18 J1lq 1941. 

JA a '°CPd •ttort. to Pl'MB t.bll a1r DN4I ot Aluka to a War 

DtpanMll\ 1lhloh •I the UM had Kb.- tbSaca • J.u ld.acl.l? He 

bad 1'een arde.rld t.o plaa tuUlU. tor llhat.nv rdatwoing rdat.ian 

1n mu.ta ud lltllllbera he ••1Ml"ed neo..aary 1n fftlllt. ot IIDIW.. 

act.ion, but. he bad bNn. oa.\»ned at. t.ha .... U.. iibat no ad41-

\1oD&J. couat. o1at.1on Nlllld" autborls-1 tor A.l•aka "tor ... 

tia. 1118 lnff\hal.eM, N blll.lff94 \h&t Ule cU.ftlol&l.t.1• of 

Alukan tl.J1ac ... •••Ual. -\be .. igMt.ara ot relntoro1D1 wait.a 

and their vd.niq. at l••t- fop --•i~• p•!Ma• UDd4II" 

j.lamn ooadit.Joaa. He ft&.rlaw ODlla14.-.1 t.b&I Al.aau wu u 

&rM eo likel.J w lie a\NIO.ked 11111 • depcdd oa airon.n tor 

it.a d.tma• th& U, llbollld b4I ctwa pri.orit:, ..,_. o\bu thNat.ned 

areu. Re a\ruaecl pert.iow.arl.y "2.e 'l\\lnerablllt7 ot Vaak. ti. 

iv ~-- _., Npllad (16 s.,_..,. 1,"1-) t.bat, imhlG& ...,. 

' 
&Yailablet a\ \be UM \hare .._. mt ..,.. to ••v all anaa 

•beN at.u.ok llilJlt. N tand.19 How after p_,.1 Harbor, tho-,11 

lea COIUMl1led \ha o.a...i lllolal_. •it.Jl \be n.rate&l• .PN•:l.b1llt.1•• 

-ll-

' .. 
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co:✓ f I rif NT1Al 

tor offlll8b• action1 Dtlflt.t. c»nU11ud. to arc• tb• 1rntliat.e Nin-
2.0 

toroina or llukan. air tone• eYto. at. tbe G1)411U1e •tat.ha t.hea\er•· 

'tn• War l)epa.rt,aant. dlcl not. ... tne u•ue uaot.ly' tr.a \h• "°" 
poirat. ot •i•. faku b7 U.s.U, the llukan aUua\.ion rand el•ar 

mOQp. "Thi• 1a ona hell.UT& air tore• that, JOU baT• ap in Aluka," 

wrot.• a hip-r-anlwt& otticv 1n head.quart.era on 21. ;)ec..-.r 1941 '-
21 

a.not.bar in char... Bu.t ooapared, .. t.h• bar u.part.aent bad to 

oollp&l'e it, wit.b the nut.ion in \.be otJur t.h•t.e.ra, t.b• •1tuat.1on 

1D. A.l.&aka oou.1'1 ha.rdl7 'N &Lwn top pr1or1t,J-, QD •t.t.e.r bolf Nriou 

22 
it ... potaitiall7. 

Th• acid!Dg point wu o! oovae lack ot a:lrcratt. nen fer UID" 

area, aoat vgmtl.7 in ued ot t.ha. A• tor atocldn1 adnnced. 'ba.ofl 

in urt.icipat.ion of their enn.t.ual UN in .....-1.,. action, ~ 

was \lftfa'fttl"&blT o,naidered (26 Kareh 1942). ADT nob project 

llOUld haTe to wait. 11\tJ.l a baaic decision waa rMChed relffdJn& 

\he at.rat..-,ic role of Aluka. 'l'h• ut.1.at.e at.renct,b of t.be J.lacno 

Air Fare• 'lbul.d depend on •hilt.her Aluka 'Hl'"e t.o be utd aa a bu• 

tor ottenain act.ion and, 1t deteu• oa11 WN ccmt.uplat.ed. llh.t.ber 

pl.a.n. ebow.d be bu.ct on ..,.\.ing • ajor or a IW10r at.t.uk. Plan■ 

current. at. th• t.iM plaeed the ooutal fl"Olltie.i- of Al.aaka in 

Cat.egt,r, o! De!llllff "C"' (ai.Dor atAaok prooable) euept, Uul111D to 

llbicb Oat.aor, •o" C•.r bo aubJeo\ to NJor nu.ck} applied. • 

.lcoord5ngl,J tM iwdiat• pl'Obl• wu "th• orpnlsat.ioa of the 

- 32 -
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ground torcea to r•pel 1-.ndin& oa\•goey •o• att.&ck witMGt. 

adequt.e a.1r prot.ec\1.on." The •Teatual. deYelopaeat ot t.b4t ed­

ftftced baa•• tor oltensift ac\ion. wwld haYe to wait unt.U •ai.r 

Nld ••• torCN are autticiaU19\1&Mnt.ed to Jutit7 •ab. ac\llm.•23 

Genwal Buck:mr ooatimed to pr ... hie point, .-nn to coop­

entin,g with th• C-=-ander, .Alaakacl Sector, 13th Karu 01.nriat • 

1D th• toniul.atian ot •v.a••ted plan.• tor Jo1nt. Ara;r-Haq aot.lan 

ap.inat Japan tn,11 llaakan and Slberi&n buea. 24 ]iqa■ia taUed 

to rupond to azq ONnU"M in:,old.ng the a• ot Sib.-ian bues, 25 

and tbat, ot cours•, e.t'tect.1Yel.y _,..r.ct Buckner'• proponl • 

tar aa iwdiate !ll.annin& waa coooerned. fo t.h• Co••rwtr-1»­

Cbiet of th• Unit.ed. St.at.ea n.t it. seued inad'dsable 1A aJl7 

cu• to u:paad. t.h• aYiat.ion tacillti•• 1n Aluk& becau• t.b•J ww• 

already "••11 in. adw.nc• ot th• aftilabllity in the pruut ■lt.ua­

t.ion o! air torces to op...,t.o t.heretroa." l.torooYer, he telt., 

althoU&b Ala.au 11N wlnertl>le to attack, a laruilA.& 1n Al.&IU 

wow.d. " 11a coat.13 lllldvtaldn.a1 Ullp!'Oda.ct.iY• ot !wed.lat. renl.t■." 

He looked tor lltt.l.11 ensa;y ut,,ioa "•:xc~t. tor Ill.nor nblla.d.ne or 

air raicla~ • Ill abort, be ar«ued tht.t unt.ll ncb. ti.M u Ruaia 

JG.labt tM. 1dlJ in& \o pvait. t..ba operation of UDit..t st.at.•• ai.rePatt 

troll n, .. in Sib..a., ut.ena1n dnelopaent. ot mat.1• tacW.U.. 

1,ithout. prop_. air ga.n-bon would be a llabllitJ t.o the Unit.td St.at.a~ 

- 33 -
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. .,,,,,,,.,. 

A1enaiu wiW-n \he Aar A1.r Fore• itaelt lioek a !li■1lar\J' 

cwMnat.iw Yi• ot th• rol.e to be al.lol-4 to ~ air to.,._ 1a 

Aluun d.r.... Th• w .. Pl.am Dirul.on went ffetl tart.h .. than 

tJle Coaaader in Chier ot \be neet. ?o \hat apncy \he p1ot'lll'e 

u et 15 FebrU&tT 1942 .... -1 ~ Uk• Wa: Cun-.t, pl.aAa 

we.re to conocatrate air detim .. la the Ancbor&&,►K.odiak ...._., oon­

aiciC'ctd to b• thll llDat. Tit.al and IDet. ?Ulacrabl• t&rg.t.■ 1n Aluka. 

Tb.• oquipaent t.b• Oil hand waa no\ nen. •llltic1ent. t.o du"cul t.hue 

liaited areas; t.be Comaandia& Gen4ral ot th• 1'.-t.em Detena Coamd 

had allocated tiYe ltqU&droa■ w lluka, te b4i en band tben llJ' 
• 

Ju.m ot 1942 tor ue 11a1nlr 1n the cleteoae ot !{odiak. and Ancborage, 

•1th posaibl.y a tn plm• to be 8t•t.10Md at. Ladd. Field, F~. 

iihen t.he Uaiak and Cold Sa1 project. were OOlll)leted in the ooain& 

1\Dler, it would be neo•ear1 to detaut theat.. But, wit.aoat alr 

tore• enouan \o prot.ect \b• J..acborace-l..ociiu;. aree 1t waQJ.d be 

.toollah to tr,. to defend lhmak and Cold Bl¥• Conaeq_aent.l.J, ml•• 

aa.dit.ional aircratt could be ada aftllabl.e, .,rk uould c•H on 

wbat.eT•r GOM\ruct.ion writ haii no\ PJO&r ... ed. Yer'7 tar, ash M 

projected Air Corpe installations at Duteh Ha:rbor,. and t.hll narl.J' 

COlltplet.• bu•• at. Uanak. and Cold 8&T sbDw.d 'be a1Jltd tor IMedia\• 

deat.Netion 1D cue ot 1.t.tack. I'or th.11 purpo.• it. wu vpd \Mt. 

daoliUon wdt.1 abould be ;,r••ent. at all '1.aN. It. ft8 oarehll7 

pointed out. t.b&t. lall:un t.o ncoa,:un Ul• mu• ot the ~laa1an aM 
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Aleut.lea bua -.a not the nuon tor allocating onl,1 the 1quclrolll, 

to that t.errito17. The cause wa.e t;wot'cldt tlrat, no other Air 

Corpe unit.• wcro ava.11ableJ second, available shipping could be.rel.7 

meet. the rsq,t.d.1-aent.e ot t.h• '1"()UD,d and air tore• alread71n 

Al.Uu.. Z1 

This was the situat.ion racing General 041fiit.t who nenrth.111._. 

conUnl.llld to ask !'or additional aircratt. He had narrowld h1a 

requeat.a to a ain&l• pursuit squadron with which he bellend h• 

oould defend Diltch Harbor. B1&t comaitm.eDt.a elanhore, Hawaii, 

Pa.naiu, t.he Par East, the nriows t.uk tore.a, tha detense tb.Mter■ 

1D the UDitttd St.a~.e, e·Hn the need tor vursalt unite 1n operational 

21 tra.ining unit.a, pr.cnent.ed additional allocatJ.one to Alaeka. Delii\t. 

tinall.3 was lorc.t to Nlld a •quo.dron of P-J!!• 'Which would r•l--• 

a ,qu.&dron or P-40e ror duty at 'Utlnak. By .U..,- ldth., t.hen, pro­

'rl.oion bad beou made tor th• ue or om, pllrouit. squadron at. Uanak, 

thoqh at \he •~~ ot units ala&c.1¥ scarce eGOu;h in the W•teffl 

Doten.a, Coaund. 29 

Uearulh.il• Brig. C«1. 1'11.liu o. Butler b.d taken oYer ooalllDCl 

o! the Ar,q Air F'oroee in Aluka, had made a thorough st.ud,7 of 
30 

the 1it,uation, and oh 22 March aublllitted a plan !or reiatoroillc 

t.bo llallkun air units 11bioh provided a comprolliae 90lution to t.h• 

probl••• He ritoopdzed that the perunent. gurt..on assigned to 

!l.uk& wu inadaquate to attord prop41r da!'ensa, that. 1t wu 

- )5 -

SJ La (OfJf lllf_NTIAJ 
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iapJ'acticabl.• a. \he t.iJu tor t.be WM" D.part.ment. to inaNu• it., a.ad 

that air inatallations la Aluka &Iii the Aleutians .mst be hdcl 

at any rH-.,naDle coat. Accordingly he requeat.ed that, rdnforQiag 

coll.bat aquaiirons be le=signattsd tor etAerpnc7 rllibYeshllt to Al.Hk.a 

u soon as ta.cllitles were roariy to bou.se them. llhould the need 

ar1ae. 87 l June 1942 he estimated th'"t tacUit.1• would 1M 

a.valla.ble tor a t.ot.al ot 22 ■quairo::ta, by l Auguat., a tot.al. ot 

28-the•• total• including -the 5 alred7 asalgnad. A1 clrcu,astaneN 

ma:11 it pouible t.o increase thiJ units penaanent.l.:, u■i&ned, tl'M 

nUllber or reinforcing aqURdrona could b9 ocrrespondin&l, reducad. 

Onl;r th• air echalon• ot conbs.t un.its and the air and COIU1all.d 

echelons of hea~uarters squadrons would bt pJ"OVided ror 1n t.b& 

housing plan. Senlc .. a.t aird.roaea wou.11 be supplied b;r detach-

11.enta from air ba•• l.lnita nlread7 in /.luka. General Dlltl• waa 

nen willln.g to aocept wiits whose equlp!lent wa■ not fully wint.i-­

iz11d, ror operations could be carried on at halt the Alaskan !1-1.c:le 

at. a.U times with u.awinter1s«1 equ.ip,aent and at t.htt rut of the 
Jl 

!'1$lds from 1 March to l MoV'lflbur. Thu plan wa.s an em«rgency 

measure only and r11presents an effort. t.o JUet a dangerous ait.uatJ..on. 

with 1n1eh i.ertect axpedient.e as could be found 1n a 1hort, tilu. 

It. alao represent. an admlaaion that reinforcing combat unit.s ror 

ths ti.JD.e being "M>v.ld han to be based 1n the Uni t.ed State• as ?~ 

:.-" - ~--11~---- .... ,., 

' ..... \ .. b ' • I L,r L ' J ••• .r-
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•t \be toJ'ff det'flD4ln& t.b• ff •t Coast. SoM ooatrn••1 bad t.u.e 

plae• on \tiat poiat. ci.a.ri,- it wu preferable \o have malt.a aa 

the sround and trained in Ala•kan eot1dUtona t.han to brin& thea ill 

at a .,_nt• • not.tee. 
32 

311tler bOped to get. arouncl t.ha.t d1ttlC1111.'7 

b7 providing that tho comand and air ech-1.on ■ ot d•11gnat.ed \101:u 

thould make Ngul.ar training t.rip• to l.laska and heoaa .. ,eotal.17 

tad.liar with the -;:,articular lnst.aua~.1.nn \o which they wer• to 1M 

sent, in caae at uouble. "!hi.a plan received 1eneral appre'fal, 

•xetipt that onl7 t• groups (the 42d 'Aombardaent. Group, lfedlura, 

and the 55th Pursuit Gmu:,, Interceptor) were ••marked tor 

HrTice in Ala•ka, bo~h aelect,d tro111 the toroes ot the •e■tem 

1Jetenee Co•and. 33 

As a result or the ettort1 of Genent. De''7lt.t, and 3u.Uer, 1\ 

wae pon1ble to m.et the Japanese w1t.h at. least one uq1u1drGR ot 

pun,uit aircraft.. and at. 1-..t IOIM prepare.Uons had b$en mad• lo 

Nillfo!"ce the El.neath ~-ir Fore•. 

Parallel tio the pn>blea or ■eou.rin~ aircratt. ran that or 

ntablbhing an lld9q\la\e air warning :serTlee. Onoo a.gain lack ot 

the nec•••er1 equi)llllent and coan1tllent3 to arus and t.uk tore• 

or bigller pJ"ior1t7 proved t.h• dec1d1ni t'act.ore. Again tb4 plam 

tor A1ukan detenae were radlcnll.7 etteotJtd, and in TGUCh t.b• •RM 

wa7. Brien:, t.be story is t.hi•. Gen~l tuokner ha.ii g1:nn 

con.eiden.ble thOu.ght to euppl•mting t.h9 air det'enee of Aluka 

nt.h radar 1n1ttall•tione, and had fl'Olffl on :papw • eo~ft 
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not to sq co11pllca.t.ed, qstem ot d•tect.or stations an:1 tilt.er 

co-n.ters con,tit.ut.in& a, "cordon" :tcreen o! radar «1111pman.t tor t.h• 

protection ot t.be Aloutlan Islan~ u well ,u o! tbe Y.odiak, 

:Pard anJ j,nol:£1rage areas. :34 Th.is plan had been appl"Oved. in 

1ub1tance and a.uthori ty granted t.o sub-allot. necosaa.ry tundl 

!or cou1t.riiction ~d eqdpaent.. 35 Lik~ hb plan tor aw1.uuive 

&ct.io11 ln tllt t.leutian.s, this plan had th.a virtue of strategical 

Tl31on, but 1t. le!t out the !a.ct.or or lnadeq_uat~ equip.:unt, the 

ellronicall.J' e.ttoct.ing all deton.,• act.bit:,, Tua plan had ncelYed 

its a.p:provv.l on 3 J.-C4.'lioer 1941; ancl ia th• course ot tiu r&dar 

,at., would ,kll'Obably haYe bNn aaJ• available. But the out.brm 

o! ·.-or chaopd. the eutire ;,icturo a.--id .aa.de it. nucuaar1 to allot. 

proc.iowa radar eq~J.Hnt to t.aex forces lllOre l.,r,qediat9ly in n.i~ 

ot it. than w•N the Alaskan d■teosea 3t t.hat. titae. ~ath drut.le 

r~d1.,,.ctioa in procurable radw- .set.a went, oorrtispoading eurt.allaeAt 

th9 state or th• Alasican aircra.tt warning serrlce, po1nt1n& to t.h• 

tact ~hai, of tho proJocted 20 fixed detsctor station■, Olll7 tb.ree 

partbl rHt1 and only a a.mall naoleua ot per:,onncl had been pro­

vUed. He wa.:rned especially of the increa:sed danpr of sur;,ris• 

at. ta.cks ci-ea tod by t nia e lt ua tion, 36 

Th" !lirector or Air Jef'enH 1n 'u.1-ch u.d• it. clear that tj:ie 

schme ot Alukan a.ircra!'t 'Warning would lu.n to b8 raaast on the 

beau ot 10 .. ta Pat.her than t,•• or1ginall7 planned 20. Thia, 1\ 

-i-t I a 
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wu •t.at.ed,. .,uld .in,olw apecilic alteration lat.be en.tin Alaakan 

ct.t•• plan, ror wit.boa • proper ..-i, n.rnJ.n& Nn.-t, u -.u.d 

be WMHey' t,o ooac•t.r•t• th• ..... t. •Yi.at.ion 1D ..na1A ••wal 

end. nlne:rabl• looat.iona rathff t.haa to di9PWN t.l'l- t.o _,.. 

out.1Yin& fields sere at.uo:tr:• Jd&b,t tiNt. • upeot.«1 wt. 'llld.cb 

wwld. not. be Qf ncb ■t.nt.•&io nlw. 37 So th• .... IAW ...,. 

pftll to th• probl• ot inadequat.• radar equipraet u to tba.t ot 

l.iJlited airorart allocaiJona. Isa ardllr to ake the but ue •:C 

the equipnnt tbat, aoul.lil 'be ncured, it ahould be oonoea\.rat.ed at. 

th• •trat-,1.e bu• area.a nNI' Anchorage and K.odlak. SOM A'f.S 

co•erag• aboulci 'be g1. TU to li'airoanu, t.houp no oo_..t aT1atioc 

••• t.o lM at.at,ioaed t.here. Oaq lot;&]. growwl dettnH llbnld be 

pr<rri.d•d tor the other ai:rd.roMtt IUld at.agin& tial.•, •1th apeolal 

empbaala on ant.iaircntt. art.iller;y • and. tn• landing f'aoil1t,1• 

abol&l.d b• pN:pared tor d-Ut.ion 1A cue et at,t,ack. 'ftd.9 IO..­

wbat. MtMt.iai\, lt N&l.iatio, plan -,pa.r.nt.11 anticipat.ell the 1.and­

irlc ot malJ' toroea at. ono or JION of th• nt.l.71na !ielda, tor it 

•aa po111t.«1 out. \ba"- cm\nl.17 .looawcl l:lomMra GDlll.d be prwparlld 

at. atv- t.ia• \o llollb uq a1rd.lolH oocupiitd ~ UI.• --.-,, ud that. 

cl.tllperairul could be e!teeted bJ 1Mm.J11 tbe lwlllNtrs out. to tiel.ds 

not. occupied b7 tb.• •HIIJ.
38 

Stcwin& per9011Ml tor \h• Alukan bake ucl airtiua tor­

tunatel.7 did net. pruent. aa ,.at. ditticultia u prooul'IIMDt at 
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-.t.er-1..t.. 'l'nJned perearuut1 oeuld 1ou-cel7 be 4-cribed u a gl.llt 

on tbe IUl"lcR in th• ea?"l.y' ..._th• of 1942. ind 0---.l. Blat.l.r did 

mt recein aa ll8DJ' u .be tbot1sht. th• A1 .. 1ran ■ituation nqa1.racl.'9 

But • .ehortqe of gp.-imced ottieero an(i tbe t.rain1a& ot 

perNMel., .. peoial~ t.ho•• OJI flyi.ilg at.at.us, tor Alukan. aer­

UCM •er• t.b• IINt ... 1oua problea taclng t.hoae in cb.-1• et 

peraonnel. 

To -.,pl,J and a.nloe t.tMi air tore• in Alaak4 NqU.ired a 

great d-1. of planniog. Priol' w t.h.e ••W-hlillham or an A1r 

Sen-ice Co....-4 fur Alaua (1\. .,,.. aet.iTat.ed, )0 J"Gq 194-2), Air 

Corp• •uppl;r.,.. well &.1 that. CO.m:IOA to bo\b air alld poa4 

torcea, had lMen. reqd11t.s..n.d throu.,dl norul Sar-n.c•• or S\lppl7 

ohannal• and prodcbld tv t.he S..i.U• Pon ot Eaarkat.1.on. 40 It 

bad. be-. cu1.olur7 to conom~r&t,. •u.ppl.3 at. • eentNl. pol.a\ wlt.h 

th• id• t.bat U. ahould be ~rlbut.ed t.o ou.t171na t1eldl 11beDw•r 

Ula _.4 abnld. arae. tb1a pl.all had prowkacl conaiderabl• 

criUoiN en t.be gNWld t-bat it trot.~d Aluke .. & del••h'• 

rat.her t.han aa an ort.i■i"N 1eator 1A 111hicll aonaiderat.iou of 

t.l'anllportatieo, fiexibilitJ" ot at'tnae, an4 tll1per-1ion ot -yi\•l 

a.t.eri-1 all point.eel i.oltard • decGrallsed •,at-. 41 Bot.la Ga.-.J. 

luc.tn• and 0-ral 8ut.le:r hoped to atoek tbe out.l.ying ba, .. well 

1n tdnDC• ot their uae 1n •• Mel"geacy. 42 

h ordw lio ••ti up an adoquat.• and dM«ltr&Uaed •78\• et 

air aupplJ, 1t •u t1.11cN1ar7 tor the J,ir Corp• t.e pro-..lde it.a MIii 

..,, -THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 



• 

• .,, . 

.. 

.. 

This Page Declassified IAW E012958 

edm1ntst.rat.i:~a •chinw:,, an.d it wu 1.n recoanit.1on ot thi• taat. 

that. Gemral 3ut.la-, in l'ewuary 1942 recoaneruied t.hat. an Air 

SerYJ.c• Coiaand be orp.'lised for Aluka with 1uit.abl.• headquart.v•, 

dapot. srcups, and sub-depot.a \o provide service tac.illU.• tor the 

air roz-oea. 43 Ia March b.• requoat.ecl that an. Alukan .U.r Depot b• 

•1.abliahed. "In d• ot \h• preunt. abort.age ot auppll• ud 

iracrn■in& Nquirawnt.a, • ha wrote, •it is mandatory that. ao .. 

provia1011 be Md• to ••t thae requireMnt.1. 
44 Th• l.1r SVT1c• 

Coml'itd requ•W •• equipamt tor it.a propoNCI Alukan wing, two 
-

1ub-dtip0ta d, th• t1110 .ma.in ti■lda (&l.m.endltrt and Ladd), one d9pot 

group, and all t.ne ■-rri ... to aaint.a.in an air force 1nAl.&aka &ad 

alone th• at.a&in& point. and f•rr'J' .tops throqh Canada, 11.a.ak& and 

th• Alautian Idand9. It plannad 11Jecitically t.o stoek 18 tle1ds 

with equipa•t. llb1ch it cal.c\llat.«l -,111.d ~ ready' tor ah:1.paent. t.o 

AlMk& at Tarloua dato■ during April and Ma7 1942. 45 On l April, 

authority- wu granted to Dlgin conatractio11 ot a l200 un1, air 

d.apot a\ Aa.ohorap, equipped t.o handle 3d and 4th eche.lon llld.at.e­

llallce tor thr•• oo.._t groupe.. 46 

Untortua.tel.7, aoist. ot t.h••• plans oaw.d ot~er little coatort 

\o t.hol.• who wn uallecl upon too cope with the Japaneae OD 3 Jua•. 

The XI Air SC"dc• Command waa •~ aotinted. u.at.il t.b• end or Jl'17., 
• 

and depot taciliti ea beaun late i.n the apring nr• naturally not, 

.reaqy le twltn.ian bJ" JiJ.daUlll9r. Th• onl.J air depot p-o1&p ( the 6th J 

-u- ,. ( ~q,\i\~\. 
,...... ,. ' -' .. 

) , 
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a.T 
aallabl.11111 tor !laaka could not. b• t.rwtvred •ssadlat-el.J. Alld 

it was toad that no abippiaa could ~ proyided Hfore Aupat. fer 

the npp-11 .. 181oh the ASC had ia.t.ead.cl t.o NDd b7 l June to the 

18 il&■UQ tielda. 4S 

Tranaport.at.ion eonat.it.1ated the 11Dr1t. \aot..tleneok in HPPl.7 u 

in ot.Atr factor■ attec:Un1 th• Al.aakaa ait.uU.on. In Februr7 ot 

l942. o.,..al Butler ••t1aat.ed tha\ 11&t.•r t.ranapon an.Uable tor 

Cl.l'l"JUll wppliN troa th• United St.at.a• eonaiat.ed ot 20 "Yuael.a, 

t.ot.alliil& 85,000 tiona. 'the trip took • •nth. Th• 1arriaon 

preact in Aluk:a at t.he \lae required 90, 000 ab1p tou per aimlll.. 

The an.nu wu ebYiou■• 49 Ur tNU!lapOrt. would hav• to be ap&Ddecl, 

and, U all.itary t.ranapo.rt.a -..ro DDt a-.aUable u r.qaaeAed, 

C0111111rcial airlla• 110Uld haT• to be \lUllsed. Cont.not. bad 

beci IU.d• by both t.h• Air Senice Cemaivi a.ad t.he l1err)'in& Co Qd 

50 
with Pu-A.•rican• Jt>rtmreat.Ol"n, and Unit.ed Airllrl•. Wb• the 

o.rial.a t1naJ17 .ute.rialised ia June, the ADC pr.-.d int.o uni•• 

practicall.7 ..,.,, t..ranaPl>r\. plane Ulat ba.pp---4 to eiitv 1\e--. 

o! Jariedic\1on1 and a ,reat etto~ ••• 111&4• t.e 1aer .... the wi.­

•t r•auarlT eont.raot.ed tr~ort. .. l"'Yice to t.h• T .. 11it.G17. 51 !'hc,qb. 

aeit.h«r t.b• Air SerdQe Co-,a 1 nor t.he Fwqin& C+ nd had bMA 

tw.lJ organised tor work in Alaaka by the alcl:ll• ot ,-, tb411 

bad both dim• p1oa ... 1ng •l'k in \hat d.J.Nlction an4 had. •rktd Mt 

t.ent.atiffl.Y tb.• llotmd&rl• ot tbeir l'Wpectiw rupoaaUdJJ.t.J.•• 

~ 
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' 

wU.b rep.rd to wanaport ut.1",it.1•• Tb• tonaer-... to look 

art.er 1.tie t.ranaport.ation ot technical. •uppli•, the latter ot 

airoratt and strategical Sllppllas. They ware t.o work in oloH 
52 

relat..ionahip wit.11 oac:h other and be or mutual aaiid..aYUC•. ?c,t. 

even wl\h addit.ional au t.rana:port ••rTice, t.he probl• rwaaiiwd.. 

The incrBUi.n& threat of inT&&ion,and .. pecially t.he act.11&1. ou\­

break ot b0st.ll1t.1•,neceaa1tat.9d m increase in t.he "YOlu• or 
. 
•up;>l, roqlll.N<l tor Aluka wbicb. JION tna.n k11pt p11.ce wit.b the 

lncreued aluppina availanl.e.~3 

lot tar 1hort. or t.h• transport.at.ion problc, u a h1Ddrance 

lit.iaatJ.on into 11h1ch the air unit.a were placed. Prior to t.he ea­

tabllatment. oa 17 October 1941 ot t.h• J.ir Force, At>C, no oentral 

al:- coamn,;ler exiated ill tha #.lukan Defll:I.Se Co-.nd, Md ., no 

11.genc7 wae rUJ)O.Qli'ble tor coorriinating t.he activi u .. of tbe air 

bu• and the CDllbat. air torce. '?ha ban wa.a wader the direct 

control ot tbe po■t co~ at Fort Richudaon; and the ooaba.t. 

c;roup cue directly under th• CoMlllldin& Gemral, AlUi<& Dereus• 

Co:aand. "Tho logi■t.ical ;,lan wu, tbentore, al.way9 out or at.p 

with t.h• tactical and, .tn tact, there wu no logbtical. pl.an tor 

ail" Dpfll'"atiou .fbr th• NUOn t.b&t the Post. Comand-r bad DID reepon­

albilit.7 tor ou\:i.,ina poet.• or a1r operat.iona throughout. tbe t.erri­

"tol"f."54 Unt:14r Lt. Col. E. S. i.laYi.8, an ut.aporlsed Air Poree 

Headqu.a.rter■ wu crea.ted to bead up tbe 28th Group IIW1 t.h• Alukan 
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Jdr Baa •• 55 Colonel D••l• wao, ho1ro•Hr, sadly hand1cap)14d b;r a 

lack ot uperienced o!'ticera. The only ona available bad to be 

taken !roil the oomba.t. U."11ts, theuelvea abort. ot k.,- parS>ll!Wl. 

E'Ym with a he&Q:";J,uartve ot thoir mm th• Air CorJ>9 troops 

were in an a."lOll&loue posit.ion in relation to the ground fbrcea 

under the ADC. 1be moN the f.laakan a1lltary a1t.ut1on waa studud, 

th• more it. beoa&a.e evid.ent. that. the iaportance ot the a:Lr tore.a 

...-.a.e out ot p:rop6.rtion to their atre11c.,-th; whether erlatin1 or pl......,­

AI a r~sult or t.he very dif'ticult tranlJ)Ort&t1on, gr"OUnd t.roopa 

were bound to tbdr bu .. , col'.lUitted to pud-.o de!'em1e only. Tbe 

air uni.ta, on tha other hand, wore cr-.pable of all the tlaibllit.7 

neceaaary tor act.in tletenae in the Territory. But their rtllat.1"11 

am&ll IllUllbor• aDd aciwt1 eqtli.rxaant. led looal 00-.ndtrrs to onrloek 

their raquir~t. 1n !nor ot the 11111ch mr• nWIBroue t;rOUJld t.roope:. 

One obseM'er, 11rlt.ing Hrly in llecmber 1941 said that t.hs impreuion 

ho bad reoeiwd -.b•n T1'1tiag Al"IV 1nstallat.jone wu that the detena• 

o! AJ.uka rested 1A the handlt ot thJ ground .tbre• with tlu air 

tore• pla,-lag a aecondar, role.'6- To ■me it •NIUd ad-.bable 

to pl.ace an air general oTer the em.ire Alukan. De!'ense CCWM:nd., 

and uke him raponaibl• directl7 to the Chio! ot tbe AJ.p.57 '?o 

all-at l•a1t to all Air Corps obll•rYers-it •• abaolut-1.7 -.an­

t.1al to bave a c.apable air o!!icer placed in charge of air ar:t1ri.\7 

1n the T•rritoey.58 
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GeneriJ. ButJ.er ( then Colonel But.l•r) waa t.be un picked t.c 

bead t.he nl:IW air torce when ob 5 F•bruai.rJ 1942 the 1-.lukan Air 

Foree •a.a deeigJUit.ed th@ Elnffflth Air Force ( thon llt,h J,.ir Force). 

General Ihit.ler, though ,t)_.soo.ally in the closest cooperation •1th 

Ceneral 'Buckner, towid hiaselt in & general ®ftW.n.d •¥•ta lit-tl• 

ir at all Ujlrovecl by the cre-a.t.io11 or a l!!ll'par~te air torce. Th• 

no.m&l. chain or oowiaand involTetl routin6 evecyt.hin& through the 

hoe.Jq1.111.rt.er:s tirat or th• ADC anil t.hs\ ot t.he YtDC, belora it 

raaohod Gen1.tral H-.dquarter•, 1, ashin,ct.on, rn addition, coordina-

tion had t.o be II.ft ect.ed on certain poin t.s bet.ween the Rl.n.mth 

i.ir Force HeadqW!rt.era a.ad th• CCJJlllliWchr, U. s. NaV)", taek Force 

JS, and &lao •1t.h t.he CU. Than there was th• p«:uliar poalt.1Dn 

or L~d Field. Ori~ eeta.bllah-1 hS a. provine ground tor 

equipment. to b• uaed 1n extreme cold weather conditions, some oon­

fuaian had a.ri.Hn as to it.e funct.iou, result.1.ng in its being placed 

unditr the .A.luka Do!enoe Fora• an:1 uoe.i in part. u • t.a.ct.ical et.a.ti.on 

and seneral de;lot. J.1an, a.dvocat.«t that it. be declared an amnptAd 

.-tation.59 Prior to llay 1942, th• Cold '1futher Testlni Sta.t.itln. 

had been oper~ti.111 wider t.h@ t.ec'mcal oont.rol of t.h1J C0181and1ng 

General, i.J.F. A.a a rttsult or th• wargency 11tdch arose in that. 

mnt.h, it. wa• taken onr by the f.DC 11 and it waa not until 25 

October 1942 that La;td Yield waa declared an eXIW:lpt.ad st.at.ion Wldff 

the Juria<llctlon and oontrol ot the Co.rwundin1 General, UP. 60 
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Wit.b all t,b.1 pd. 1nt.•Uona ill the •rld, • an 1n &ll\bDrit.1 

1A Al11Ka could Oftl"OOM bot.h a C0111plioa'4d cb&irl ot c~c s» ud a 

117.t. .. ot paftl.l.al jUPiaclict..wna.. Tt. ra•ult ••• that, at beat, 

ada1n1atrat1on llltYed a.Jowly, and, at. •or•t.• not. at. Ill, it.a llbNl■ 

eat.ui&led 1a a -,.t.• ••• 1» 011• had dir.ot. reapaaaibUit.T 

otat•ide M1 o• &&m.eJ'. 6l. in eDap}.e, quot.ell .-...bat. la.tar t.ban 

the per.Lod COYaed in t.h1a 1t.lld)', llluatraw• the prcbl.• uia:t.ing 

tbi'e•gb. 1.b .. • -.rlier montba. It wu raoollHllded \hat • 'boabiag 

pl.ane be ■erit. to the Uni\ed. St.at• tor onrbaal beeaue laoal 

taciliU•• were 1.nad.equat.e at. t.be t.1-. the ~t.in wu 

turaecl cioai on t.b.e p-oqnd \hat. t.ta. &leTeftt.b Air Poree would 1'av• 

to requ•1t pm'IIUaion tor th• tranatv t.hrouch, tint. the ADC, 

■econd, the ~r of t15II Tau. Funs• 18, t.hird, tu 'tiDC, -.rhi.Gh 

1n tar• 111Dlll.d poaeibl.7 eoo:rdinat.e \he reoo .... :ulaUon with th• 

ca.ender 1n Clwtt of t.be Pacltic FlMt.. Tbi• proceduN, it. ••• 

at.at.ed, 'IIINld require tulJ.T a aont..ll. 62 
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Jldlilt 

CllP'Rll Ill 

ff& JAP.Ul§m Iff ilIOI OP fllg .lUJJTU.18, JUI& 1942 

On 18 Jfq 1942 wba' bad exiat.ed MUlerio .. & nabu.uRaa tllNat. 

beow Mlddenl.J' definit.e. laffl 1At..Uigecace W rNe1.,... 1INd 

t.ha\ \b• Jep--• •H pnparing • -.,hi'biou ap.U.U. tor tb.• 
l 

purpoN of att-eoklna i.luka. The d.at.e na Mt. at l \o 3 ••• 

CoulderiD& ua. avati.eaic 1.llpertmo. ot .A.luJca aD1l iill• unu.au, 
a.n4 1A 'ri.- of tae tact. t.ba~ Japa11 ... t act qlld.okl7 it • ia\.«lcled 

to awtra.Uu that. iaport.anc■, it. Hwd altogether likely tba\ t.1w 

1.Atomat.ion waa corr.et.. A.net, aoeGl'dina w repona, it. wu a ..... 

•iderable forM \Ila\ th• Japan ... bad u■-led; •at.laaw. pl.aoed 

U, roqely at 2 a!Nratt. GUTiera., 2 t.o .3 eeaplane wndera, 3 M&Y.J 

cmdaere, 2 llp1; aru!Hra, 12 dN:""1'er:-■, a ...._,inea, to1.U:.. 

•1Ut. b.•v bHben, t.r.s.n v&lltlpo~• and oa.rae v ... .i •. 
2 tw.J 

capablllt.ie■ aoul.d tnere.foN N ~hoed Nla\lftly hip. nat 

dil"80t,ioA t.h• t.uk. force woulcl t.ak.• r-iMcl a qu•t.ion, wt a 

not. t.oo perpl•ldng on• wbe the .tntepa ■i\u\io11 1D th• llort.b 

Paaitlo wu ~ed. 

To Lt.. Ool. L. Y. Cut.ner, ~ tor tile J.DC, t.hat. alwat»a 

pointed in the diNot.km of aoablned air attacu Md landia& OJ)ff'&• 

tiona, wit.h \be Da.tcb Harbor area u t.h• ao■t. likely 1n1\1al \.arpt..3 

Other l.9oationa ••r• wln..-abl.•, -.peciall7 th•~ P~ 
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,.......,, 
~ 

and Kodiak; and \he ultillat.e prise Ill.lit al_,-• be couideNd the 

■•inland. ot Alaaka 1t.eelt. lh1t to an~ torce colling frDa 

head.ills 1n QJ atht!ll" direct.ioa •eul.d. haw to dapad fer 1111te .. • on 

the .. tal>U.abMnt. ot uTal. ad &1P npr-cr 1a t.b■t uru, lteeau• 

11. oollld then, an4 t.h• oal.J, OO"GDt. on a11Ch need- prowotJ.on tor 

it■ fl.a.nu. TM Aleut1aaa, turt.he.rw,re, ftN th• obdou• bue tor 

Japan•• operat.iau boih ap1.u\ th• Unlied State. and, abew.d 

boatllit.ie• with lb•da -t.erlallse, tor a flallldn.g aot.iea age.1Ari. 

th• Uarlt.iae Prwlne... Landi.a& op•r1tion■ 1a a ■t.ap-~■tep 

pl"OgrMS tJ'oa \M out.•r Aleut.iau ■ffrud 1nd1ea\ed. and HN 111 

keeping 111th t.ht plaa already dea,n■tra.\.ed in Ja.puue aot.1Yi\T 

in th• South Pacific. 1-diat• act.ion to Hllt..ralise t.b• na'f'l.l 

_.. at. Dutch Harbor wc,uld. be • prerequ.1•1t..• to aot1oa •f ~u 
eon 1n order t.o provide the tNedlD• fro,a nafll. oppod t.io 11Nff■U7 

to an.7 rapid cupaign in the outer 1•1.aAda■ Sltace the Arfl(f air 

baNw at, Uamak and Cold Ba., t0l"ll9d wit.h t.hat.ch Hanor a mt.U.7 

depcdlat. t.:-1.o, it •a■ apeat.ed that U1 INdd.eA deavuetin raid 

wo\lld iDclude t.aea al,o. It would appear tba\ on 1:.bi■ poi& ov 

allit.arJ' aut.borltb• o.,.r•tiaat.. t.b• ex\mt of Japaa•• iilt.elli­

genoe ODDNl'llin& th• llftG' d.rtlel.d.a 1 &Dd, 1a rlew or what hM 

aoae be.tore, it. wllld m\ be ■urpri■ln& U UlelJ'o in.rol'll&U.oa. eoa­

plled 1a the aDAt.iut prior t,,o: P.-rl Harbor 111>111.cl tail to 1nola4e 

an aocouat ot tnvilh pNpaN.tiou in the .lleut.l• Iel.uda. 
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Plw tor reialorciq t.h• J.-llak•a air !orNa W •• l.a1cl 

with th• idea in a.ind ot waiting until n•• ot an aet.ua.l -• 

_v...,nt to•ard Aluka ••• r-=•.1••4. 
4 

A.ccordine,1,y, on 18 la¥ a 

pha.H ot hut7 preparations began 111bich aiad• it poaaibl• tor th• 

Llo•orith J.i.r lol"Ce to pla.c• a01M killd of aolid oppoaition iA the 

path of the Japan. .. • on 3 .June. General Dtrlflt.\ oA the 18\b bad 

made arra.n.-,.nt.a tor diapat.chlna a aquadron or t'-40' • and teur 

h••Y;Y bembeJ"a (B-17) to Alaska tro. bu OWD Wut. Coaat. det111, ... s 
Airplan .. , COllbat. ere••• onmance auppliH, t.ranaport.at.1oa, and 

personnel •er• IIOYed aa taat. and in •• w,• awaber■ u po-■ibl• to 

Fort Gleim (U.-..k), Fort. Randall (Cold Ba1} ao.d Port. Gre.i;, (lodlak). 

The forward echelon of th• KJ.eyen\b Air Force hudq_urt.C'I •• Ht 

up a.t Port. GNUJ, lea"ri.na t.he rNl" echelon ot ■upply u.d ada:loi.­

.tratiTe UA1t.l at. l'ort. Richardaon. 6 

A.coordin& to t.be plaia tor Ala.AA detenu, General 811.t.ler 

report.eel to A.dai.ral Theobald, Co--.ndar of Tuk Force HS, at. &odlak, 

• Zl Kay-. Adlll.ral Theobald, 1n t,vn, wu to 1'Drk bJ -tual coop­

eration wit.a G••ral Bu.cknar. A ••tat.• ot neet. oppc,aed inn.aioa" 

had be• dilolared, and co.and,•• tar•• act.i•• operatJ.ou wre 

conoern.ed, wu nat.ed in t,be Hav. 7 Bu.t .troa t.lle beglnaia1 it. .. 

en.dent. that. u large twee• ot ANT aizoOl'&tt. u eould lM ..teed 

•ul.d ha Ye t.o be rea.df t.o operate at, U.WC aad Ciold a.,.. 'ftle 

r.arw•ader 1a Cb.let ot th• Paci.tie n .. t Hl.1wecl thi• .. entJ.al 
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aiMe, wit.h t.he u:aept.ion ot 90•• U PBY'•• UI.,- ._.. th• eal.J 

"1r unit.a aTallatale to prot.eot aul"tll.M W11el1 1n the Dutlb Harbor 

ar•. Lat,er, aclclit.ional PB'f'' ■ ••r• 11JTU1Ced tor GD t.be t.beo1'7 t.bat. 

pat:rol by 11aYal. alNra!'t. mould CC111£>•neat.e to .-.ae ert111t. tor laek 

ot an adequat.41 air warning eerrlce. 8 

11; ... not--, •1thar to PNPU'• th• ti•ld■ a\. U-.Jt Nld 

Cold Ba, 01' to pro'ri.de the pl1111• mad e.quipll•t. Both tields b.ad 

Dffll pJ'ODD\lDCed ..... fol" UM ·••lJ' 1n !prll. 9 But it. wu ou 

t.hin1 t.o lN: abl• \o land. a h•T.Y plane on Ill neJ.d Nld qu1k •not.bar 

to conduct. eouiat«lt. oonbat. opel"'at.J.ona from tha\ t1eld. G•.-..l 
10 

h\lv hu left u• a elelll" pi.et.UN or tha dtuat.ion. When the 

El.umth Air Fero• uita t1rat, arrl•ed at. Umak onl7 a ... n l!ID4Snc 

at.rip was aYallabl• and \h_.• •r• RD perking taoUit1• ta .-n\ 

to anyt.bl.ng. The B-17'a had \o be parked 011 the eel&• of a l"'IJma7 

onl.y 150 teet wide. Other •hips landed and t.ook ott on t.be 

oppoait.• edge. 11111, landing t.he1 "r• torced t.o land one Itta 

amt.her like carrier plane■ do on t.h• deck of a u.rr1er and t.bea 

t.ax1 baok ao that. their •hHl.8 were just c,a \he edg• ot the .rU1111a7 

t.o •ke ••;r tor ot.hei- ahips." A.\ Cold Bq t.be ■it.\tation ••• •1all.•,, 

emept that the rma.•e.7 •u wider. ii.epe ••re taken at once to 

proYid.e wbat.ncr 4liapen1on parld.11& was po11ibl• 1n the t.iae 

allo-.ed, ,-et. GeJNr•l But.ler ~ forced to ada1\ ae late u 16 .111110 

t.hat a cil:re-bolllbina att.aolc 'IIClllld probabl.1 ttill da■t:ro7 .at ot the 

plane• baaed at. tbe•• t• ti.el.di. A rid to tll.1a t.be ooaplete altNDD• 
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ot radar •t.9, th• ex.tr•• paucit.1 of ant.iaircratt., and t.h• tan 

that t.he tiattt.er• on band ce.uld not tly alert.a aonataa.t.l.y' with 

l1.rg1 IOOugh t'oraationa to otter pd protection, and the reaul.t. 

wu a a1t.u.at.1on preoarioua in tJae extr-... 

Mor wel'"e thue the on.17 trouble■ besetting t.b• adnnced unit.• 

or 1.be Sl.eYentb Air Fore•, tnr 11; alao appean that. pract.lcall.7 

none ol th• equlpaant nquir~ tor th••• ti.elda, and req111stad 

long 'betbr• th• 1.audiat.• er111.8. had al"l"iYed..11 Radio .. wand 

coding achinea, bot.h •••ent.1al w rapid ae1ret ce.unl.oatiDn, were 

lacking. Bae• troops, though p!"Olliaed tor alm>et. a year, wre 

pre•an't 1n in•att'icimt mabers. In tact, about the only it.tu 

l.2 on hMd u Nqu•t.ed were gasoline and bomb•. 

Another Hl'1.eu.a •bortag• wu t.raneport. plan•. Virtual.17 all 

tr&nl'p'Jrt.atioa to the ••st.ward bau1 had to be done by tir :,wt. 

oDl.J a handtul ot planes .,.•r• a-n1lnbla. As t.h• aituat1on 4-­

nloped, the ADC oo1Ml.lhdeei-ed pract.ically effl'1' aircraft. that 

cro11ed the border into Al .. ka t.o •rk on the Aleutian p1"0jeot; 

and from. Callfonda to Chicago puaengers were t.ak.n trn-a their 

■eat.a in ordu that the plane• GDuld 'be ■ant. to Echonton to •alt, 

ordera tor Alaska. .lt one t.ilH it. appears t.hat. nearl1 50 ot t.b•• 

COJ11Urcia.l tr-an.ports wore zt nrioua point.• bet.wMfl Edmonton, 

P'airban.ka and Aa.chora.ge. Some had eon• as far u Umna.k, am at 

leut. one ot t.ba11 wa.a on th, !ie1d at. the t.!Jle er th• att.ack. 

The .. t.raru,port pilot.■ worked Offl" t1-, und.- the -,at vy1.ag 

-'1-
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cif'cwutancea, and are in no small measure reaponeib.l• tor the 

r~ct t.itat. tho Ja;>aI•tt•e tallfld t..o oaubliah tb«:melYH closer to 

l3 
our l.lMkan d•t.nees t.haa Kblai.. Yet in. thoae da.J"II of feTff1.ah 

preparation before th~ •ttack only ••ven DC-3 type airera.tt were 

&.ct.uall.7 on tl&Dd t.o nupplJ tb• Aleutian ba:1• over a o:U.atance 

{tnchonp t.o Um .. k) agldn..lent. to that from St. Louis to •• 

York.14 

~ great. d-1. had to ba CS.on• in a vfilry amrt t.irH and •Uh nob 

equipment u wu ILVillable. So little hllTing be.rt ion• to stoek 

the advanced bus■ pri.or to th~ ••rgenoy, Cgnara.l BuUer bad \0 

pa-sk up and t.raneport •errteing 9qulpaeat.., ordnaace auppl1ea, and 

enryt.hing elsa neceasa.:ry tor op•rations.. Fortunet.aly, a nall 

treigbt.er liU in dock at A.nchorap at tboJ t.inl• am it. wu pl"eUM 

iaaedit.t.Q]../ int.o aenice to c•rry personnel and eqtdplMnt. to Qold 

Ba7 and Umn.ak. .ls aoon as reintorc::a:unts a.rrlftd from th• United 

:3t.atu, the 11th an.s 18th squadron• wera _... to the ileat1auJ 

but at th• t.iu ot tho at.tack onl.7 tour nlsti\e bad actal.17 p 

into poeition. Thie latt t_, tllgbts or pursuit. to prot.eet Kodiak 

and non• at. all a.t. J,nchorage. .A.dll1ral Theobald nnt,ed w an• 

the •nt.1N nnellth Air Poro• t.o UID&k a!'ld Cold Ba7, bu\ Genlll"&l. 

Blltler believed t.he puking faall1tJ.u to he sutt'lcient. tor at. 

moat one .udim bo11barcbNm.t. 1q\ladron am t..110 punui t aqudrDu 
15 

u init.ial toroe. B7 2 .June 1942, t.h• air at,rUd.q torM wu 

- S2 -
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dtapoNd. .. toll.o1119: 

Fort Gl.a { U.WC) 17 P-40' • 
6 a-26•• 

Follt Raall ( Cold aay) 16 P-40' a 
6 ~24•• 

The uon-U.t.• pvauit planes •--• taken troll th• lltJl ed. l8'h 

aqud.rt:,1111 111d tih• ...U.a boai,era tras the 77tb. In addlt.ion to 

theN uni\•, & equadroa ot 15 BollaprokN flWI tile JlCll' were 

at.at.ioawd a\ lnnet.t.e Ialand, and th• iil.ffnt.h A.ir Poro• ndar­

aquipped a.lrcraft (one B-17~ ~- 1.8-)0'•) •--• anipal to \he 

••v tor pa\1"01 du.\,7'.. Ono addi\ion&l B-17, ld.\hft\ r·adat-1 bacl 

bNll uaigned ta t.b■ la.,- tor t.b.• JJ'll"P8N ot •u..reb1.ria t.b.e 

Al.eut.iaall., l -411111 lX>llbardMal aq11,&d!'on { t,he 77\h) waa at 

Aaoho:rap Ned7 \o .... o\ll. aa IIOOQ U ~ ODA\.an WU --• 

and a aq11adroa of B-17' a (tu .)6th) wu DIil it.• ..,- tro■ t.ba UA1t.lld 

St&t.N to Klaemlol"t.16 

A larp pvt ot thi• toro., ooe pvs-.1.t, aquad.ron ad alaoat. 

all the .bea., .--.ardaeat pl.an•, had IM• NNAt:.17 ■eat fNIIII the 

Unit.e4 8t.a\ea 1D I.OOOJ'daaoe with tn• J)NftilJ.ag tbtlOl'1 \Mt Ala■an 

det-.. tenw could be kept. ill t.h• conU...W Ua1ta ad .. , 

tuiliar _.up with th• problea• of Alukan fly1nc to be sit.her 
17 

ettic1c\ or a\ bDa9 1n t.h• anaa. On acmunt ot their ta.t7 

depart.v. tor th• w .. taard bun, none r,f th• orpn1•t.1oaa wen 

- 53 -
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4l!l!A., I' 

11 
prortded. with INlll1ni-n.r&U.w or ulntmanN pC'aDDMl. •• thi:la• 

atood on 2 hale, t.berd"ore, t.he Bl.eTe11\h Ail' Peroe •trik.1JI& fore. 

-, be ■a.14 to haw been only .,N or l.Na 1n poa1'ion, quite 111-

adequat.1.7 auppllal, inaut'fiel.nt.ly trained, and C811plftely lacking 

1n .routine adll1.niat.rat1w ... b..lneq. !b&t, it. had den• u al.oh u 

it bad, in u abort. a t.1119, and ander ■\leh adftl'H c1rc11Ut&Dou, 

IIO\ all ot wtdca could be bl..ud oa ,uq pvtieul.ar ..-q, ~eeen\a 

nnvthelen • unul"takia& little lhort. ot 111.raculou. 

The ■eooad phue of operat.Jbna bepn on 2 J11ne wha tJI• anal 

patrol report,ed tbe tirn alp ol ,,,_., act.iri.t71 ot.har t.han •l>­

aariae NCDDDaiaulloe. 1b• repon 1ndicat.ecl th• pN.-. ot • 

erNlll7 oarrier about 400 all• ao11th ot Kuka. • cgt.act with th• 

19 
•DM7 wu 111111e, boNftr I unt.il. 06;5, l .r .. , .a.a tov uioa\1t1ed 

be&YJ' boaben •:re HpDrt.d owr Outeh Harbor. Bath Ft. Glen 11114 

ft.. :RaadaU wen warued ot iap.-li.Jlg at.v.ck. 
20 

Altnouan ....,. a.ct.loll •• espect.ed at. aar ti.lie• till• preche 

•MIit of the at.t.aok - -•bin& et a. eurpriae. 'l'h• .,., ..... 

t.ut torce ..... to h&Ye -.neUYfl'td clnerl.7 uacter oonr et bad 

... th_._. c1...,1y that. i\ ind:leat.ed rat.her ln1i:lat.e Jmcndqe 

or th• opri• of Alw\lan. top. A.a ataoepb•l'l.c diat.'lll'baM• wu 

mcrd.D& ....,.ard at. \he u... aad \he Japan•• fol"Ce toU.wd 1n 

t.11• conc:VilMD._ of it., •••t.ward ed.&•• lt a\tack-1 Outoh Harber 

<lllrin& the tir■t. olar 11eat.b• an..r th• -..na, prollablJ 11:nnillc 

that. air aa,1.a~ troa t.ne -..t weuld ba.n cliftiaul.t~ ,.1.Ua& 
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2l 
lbrougb. Aft.er a prel1alnar7 ~ "1 • tllgb\ of filll',1D& plaau 

whieh at.rated lastallat.io1111 IIAr' th• air st.at.ion, toW" fll&bt-• of 

boabel"w, ea.ah tbne or toUl" plane• st.rong, bombed t.ll• Pon M-.ra 

ana. The princ1:pal target.• RN apparent.ly Fort KN.r■, t.l,• radio 

1t.atio11, a.lld th• WOOda oU \&Ilka. The lut. two tar&-'• •re 

proba"-7 ••11 mown to t.n• •av, 1J.na• tlMJ had bee• 1a ~•t.a.o. 

tor yura. Couidwable damage •• done, ulnly 1n th• fora of 

bwned bvildln&•, before t.he ~ -dthdr• to it.a cvri• 'llfticla 

..... \0 ban bMn •ait..tna NUthlfut. ot Uaaluka Ial.acl. 
22 

So tu- t.he ...,., • pl.au had worked preei•l.J witb r .. •nlble 

d'f90t, and aptar.-it.l.J without. lo• ot airoratt., deapit.• enerptio 

ant.1airoratt fir• troa 1':»rt Kears. No aore actiDn took plaoe 

that. -,rnJ.q \Ult.il aboiat. lUO when t• en-., cruiH'l''-\JIM pl.aMa 

were oappd onr Ott.er Point., u.aa«, bT P-40' • atat.ioaed thire. 

One wu 1bot. down; the other uco.pad. ?b11 aay 'Yer, well. baft 

bffn t.tM tint. iat.1-t.1.oA t.u Japan,M• had receiffd o! t.b.e 

exiateaoe ot ton Glenn am th. ll4'W airt1eld tJtere. At. DIDOll 

....,,. tigbt.en ap~ed o..-er u..lt, but. were driYO ott 'DJ' Ar., 

tighter■. Thi■ ~t.taok ~ haw bean diN0\-4 at. DD\ch Harbor 

and divwt..cl to Fort. Glmn when Ula Ar,q A.ir 10l"o .. 1nat&llat1oaa 

tber• WeN dh•YWe<l. 23 Ho turtber contact ••• aide witJI UM 

--,- oa ) June, altboup Cap\aia lleal.a t.ook ort t.111.c• troa Fort. 

01mm wit.h a flight ot B-26' •• 'l'be only avlou cuualt.J ot \be 

- 5S -
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da7, u tar u the lray &lrcratt. 'Nl"e ooaeerned, ooeurNtl wben oae 

B-26 aruhecl 1n th• mow on r•t.uminc to th• baee. The plane 

11.-m,hila, thinp had been. tak.1ng place to tM uat. or t.h• 

Du.Wh Harbor--u.nak area. Six B-17' • arriffd at Kla•utort '1eld 

fr.. the Uni\ed. Stat.■, and were ordered ~ Port. GHeJ.T. Ten 

Caaad.lan lollnat,rok.. troa the RCA, unit.• .tatioAed at .lm•t.• 

Ill.and arr1ffd at Yakutat t.o prot.eGt t.hat area. 

At. 0845, 4 Jww, laffl. Pat.rel. Win& Fow- r-.,ol"ted coata.c\ with 

t.hN• emq .,. .. el.a, lacludlns ona, and pouibly two, carrier,, 
2'+ 

a.beat. 160 idle1 aoat.hwat. of Uanak. TM Coaudv ot Tuk Force 

18 hacl ordered all aY&U.abl• •iron.ft. ooncent.rated at Port. Gl•• 

and Fort. Randall u eoon u iapol't.ant. Japan.as• tore• wa• 

loeat.ed. AooordJ.n&l.7. t.h• Jot.h Squadl'On (._17) wu ordend \0 

at.tack troa Kodiak, retuelllag a.ad picking ap ■uch 111.tonatioa. 

about. the --, u th-, ooul.d t.lad at. Cold ky. The 73d Squadron 

(B-26) which bad beas wa1t.1ng to'Z' ol"dan at. &.aeutort NP1wd 

o1"1tar■ to proceff to t.h.e tarset, b7 •T ot Fort, Randall 1111d Vanek .. 

The 77th Squdron {B-26), alrearq aplit bet•Mn Cold Ba, and 

Uau, had at.andlns orden to a\t.ack ldlen t.b• ~P~ 1tu lecat.ed. 

Aooording to \hi• plan ot act.ion, Captain J&eala took ott 

.f'.roa P'ort. Gl«JR wUh 5 B-261 • u aoon u the :report ot Japaae•• 

•••-la caae t.hreugh troa the 1•"7 p&t..?'Ol {0900). But th• wuther 
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had apl.a. det.er.larated, bri.aging low ceilln& aacl to&, • Capain 

Jfeal• bad to return (13,5) wlthcut locating the t.U'gat. On 

reotipt. of additional uid acourat-• intorsat.11>P 1'ro11. •Pat.wing 

fov," Colonel ~areak:Mn led 5 ~61 • troa Cold Ba,- to &t.t.ack. • 

a.t 1220. JlU'ing the flight. tho elaenta ot tho aquadl-o11. becaat 

sepi.rat.ed and only a f•• thips aot•ll1 tound t.n• t.arge\, ow.in& 

to th• •xt:-•el.7 poor ·ds1bllit7 and a cnllng of not •r• t.haa 

200 !Ht. Gapkin ?bornbrou.,ch wu t.he tirat to locat.• t.b• 

Japan.ea• YHatla. In hia excit.«HDt he dropped hi■ \orpwlo on 

the d."k of a u:rrier, cloin& -Ytrq llt.t.lo dau&•• He wem uek 

to Cold Bay, rel.oa4ed ud returned to the attack b1 hiataU'. 

TMt .night he wu h•rd calling ov.l' Cold By, sayin.g \.bat he 

wu''On top• 1'1\b 15 llirmt.u 1as 1ett.. That 1JU the lut ever 

heard of hia. tieul.anut T1,1lor wo found tile IDdi1 ud ••ONded 

ill breakia& through Antia1rcratt tir• to l&WICh bu torpedo. lie 

wu forctd \o proceed t.o Uam.k wit.hclut. obNniJI& reault1. 

"t 1540 Capt.aiJa tlunla;p, wi\h. 5 B-17'• and one LB-30 •quipped 

with radar, took ott ft'Oll Cold Ba1 on a Harch-att.ack mielion 

southwest. ot Uawc. No rewl t1 were obtained and the 9qudroa 

( l•• one, let\ Nb.ind on aoooun" ot $?1gi.ne trw.ble) land.-::1 at 

Oanak at 2100. The B-17 l.rt at. Cold Bay ••• t.alcen up b7 Capt.am 

11.amtield when C•ptain Thornbrou.ab b:rongltt beak word ol th• enay 

carri.-' a locatien. He wu Jcin-.t b7 Capt.aln .Mara in \he B-17 

-,, -
ijf:7

' tir 
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which had been on duty -.Uh t.h• la"f1 pat.rol. BotJi euccuded 1n 

loc.atin.1 the tuge1t.. Captain Marki r•ported. t.hat Va.nstiald ... i 

under t.he ovaro.a•t. at. 1bout 200 teet. l.t&rks hinusolt Wffn\ in 

higher and 1ropped hiti bofllb3 by r;u•••. llanstl eld was no-Yer h-.rd 

rrom. a.gain, but llarke svcceecled in obtaining a direet hit. on ou 

en9I!IJ1 ■hip, according t.o obaervat,ions :u,t1e la hi• crn. 

Captain Heal■ again took ott ol\ an attack miaaion f'roza Omak 

•t 20.lt0 •1th 5 B-26' i,. Thr•• ot t.he planea located the •Mll1' and 

launched two torpedoit• at an en~ cruiser. One torpedo struak 

th• ~rt'. bow and was se«i t.o eJq>lode. The other was bel1ffed a1ao 

to hen b.en ette-ctlvc, but to •hat. axto.nt it wae Liapoadble t.o 

det.eruirui . 

"::eanwbil,, at. 1855, an en11m7 tore. of 10 ~ boabt,rs aad 16 

t"lght.ers raade an attack on iut.ch Ha.r'bor. The attack, t.b• :second 

major one u.de, resulted in t.h.$ de1truotion of a. few warenoa.a•• 
25 

and eocae oU tanke. Part ot t.he Jap&n(IIH toro•, numbering tow 

dl-n oorab•r• and tour z itro r1&,.i-it.et'1, pa.11ed oTrtr Uanak on their 

ret.u.rn t.rip from 'Jutch Harbor.. Th•ir object1Te appears t.o ha·,.. 

b•n roconnabaanc• at the runwa, at Fort GlOQll., The diY• ~ 

had dropped their bon.b• at nut.eh Harbor and "•r• relat1 Tel7 wl­

n.erable to tighter at.ta.ck, yet. t.hey stayed cner the 1.irthld un\il 

26 
t.n• runway had be-.a located. Th•i er, 1'!'\6'&&od by csJ.abt, P-40' • 

trom t.he 11th Fighter Squalron. Lieuteuantis 'ffllite, Chancellor and 

Dale N-Oh ■hot. ,Jown a dln bomber. Lleutf\lnant. Cape shot. dolf!l a 
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Zer,, end me 1.n turn shot. down. Lieu.tenant. ilclnt1N, with a 

crippled plane, •urvived R e~sh landing at 200 ail•• Bil heur 

with wheels U!> and nr"tor dead. Count.inf. the destruct.ion or a 

Japanoeo cruiaer t1cout. pltne at. u.ak the previoua da:,, the .core 
'Z'l 

atood at 5 to 2 in rsvol" or \he u. S. tight.er•. 

Arter th• attacks at 3 and 4 June1 tbe .,...., wit.bdr•, tlU 

preli.Jdnar)- work done, though not alt.oget.bftr to hia 11.klna. Tb-■-

••eas little cbubt that t.he pNSanoe nt 1r,q &ircra.ft at tlaak 

and Cold Sq diffUJ)t.ed wh&t wae pl'Obabl,y I -,re allbi tio.■ plan 

tor action 1n the nearer Al•tian I.iand9. Art.er the 4Ul, the 

Ja.paneae ••N toZoced to tall back on an Alternati:n plaa llhich 

turned out to be to ncoqpy t.he outv Aleutian• llhen th9J cauld 

aa.!el.J' dia in, md tro11 which the7 ooald stU1 acoomplilb t.•o or 

their -.jor- objectins: tie guard sgs.hurt il!lff'ican action ap.1.nat. 

Jspan ill tlu Horth Pae1tie and to JU.intain enough et 111 aot.iw 

threat 1n that. sect.or to occupy a oondderable Alleria,m toroe m.cl 

keep it tro11 reintorolng the bar-d pNHed tore.• in \h• ScMitb 

Pacific. 

Bet.weea the bo::ibing or D,rt,ch Harbor and the ocoupation ot 

Klakn and At.tu, a ga,ie ot hide-and-seek t.O<'tk place dviag which 

the Aaar1can patrols aought without 11ucceu to locate the Japan.Me 

neat. The hectic act.ion ot the 3d and 4t.h had left. tbe AMticau, 

ti'IW or whom. were sea.ton.S Alaskan fii•rs, and still tffflflt' •w.aoned 

fighters, with • thl"lri.ng cue ot n..-na. Cerl&in incd.d911aa 

-,, -
AL Li 
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arising out ot this overwrought. at.ate provided Juat. about. all 

t.here waa to report. in the days i.iaediatel7 tollowing the 

JapaneH attack. The pilot ot & aearch plan• had the entire 

available ltrildng toroe out, to at.tac.I<. a rock wtuch he had 

reported u an llllClll carrle.r. >. tlit4t,t. ot P-38' • anrollt.• troa 

the United Sta.tH paua9d. long lltlOllgh t.o .att&ek. a Ru.Hian trelgh.t.e.r 

t.hat, happened by. Thua an, new to tbe Al.Ukan acme, wer-. •• 

General Butler put it, "pr•tt7 wild tor • couple ot a.q,," ohaa-

1.na: tried and toe alilce. vne r,en landed at Umiak with all hi• 

28 
guna going. la the air unite ■et.tled down to a le111 !rant.le 

110rt or campaigni.ri.g, most ot t.hea• d.U!icultias diaappearod. In 

general., ea-p•ciall.J' du.ring theae earl.7 da)'s ot th• tightina;, nioral.• 

•aa high and each pilnt, hoped tor little better than to be gl Yen 

29 
a good chance at. tne .,n-,. 

Not sch DDro reSl&in■ to b9 recorded rroa 5 t.o ll June, •hen 

the lfaY7 patrol r.,rted t.h• J11panesa pre•ence on r,iaka and A ttu .. 

These illand~h barely within th• extrOJN range or a B-l 7 baaed 

at. U.-.k:J prav1'1ed th• en-, wit.h bus. whON, in apit.e or 

continued long-range boJlbing att.acks by A ray planes, the7 could 

settle tor • t.ille, collect. t.neir torcea, and prepare t.o tort.it1 

\heir poaitJ.on. Y,ith t.he retiNaent. ot the Japaneee \o the O\lt.er 

ial.and.t, the fir•t critical phase ot the J.lautian campaign -, 

be conaidu"ed ead-4. JO 
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~JllflRJ IL 

The tightiq in the Ale11tia111 taught. aneral leaaona, aaae 

ot luav, -• of aJor illportance. On the t.act.ical •ide1 t.he 

Japan•u dmonst.rat.ed, 1n add.it.ion t.o • cwt.ain Wlenbl• ad­

herence to plan which ..,.. m>N or l•• upeot.ed1 a .... t..rr or 

ac\.ioz:i under Al.euti&Q oondiUona which qr ainaen could profit­

•~ at.udJ. Not. onl.z d1d t.hq adYanc• 1a force under OO'nl' ot 

we&ther, but used. cloud toraatibn■ •• attectJ.•e prot.ect.1.on in 

aerial co.mbat. .. 31 Their 291"0 tighter■ appeared to be mr• •Peec:17 
32 

a.nd imre -.n8U'ferable than our P-40's, a tact. 11bich •au••t.ed 

th• u• or th• P-39 or th• P-;J8 in preter•nc•. rheizo antiaircratt:. 

wa1 nr, Bftect.1ve at. law al.t.it.wiN. One aet.hod of deteu• 1n 

th• cloud co'fer ■e.u t.o haYe dept11ded on bl.l.DChing ot the ar&i­

aircratt. fire. k te• inat.anoea were rflpcrted ot t.h• Japaneae •ins 

u. s. trequenciea and broadca■t.J.ng 1n 11.1\gli■i,,. An unnrit1.ed 

report. alao had it that. t.h-, a«bp~d ii.Mrican identi!iaatiDn arks 

33 on their planes. 

Thia lattar repoi-t uy •ell b&Ta coae troa t.hoH Aurican 

fiT•r• who saw t.helr tlrat combat !lying D"fer Umnak. and who ad­

n:dt.t.ecl to ditricult.y in ident.1.!yin& t.he en&'!ll wit.11 h• ••• out. ot 

ranc,e. Thouati ettectiTe enough, 1n ®&-tight.a, ow- !igbt.e-• al8o 

loft eomet.hing to be dHi.red in t.h-1.r \l• ot radio, and in their 

approaoh to Uleir targets. OwinJ part.17 to t.he low altit.ude 

neoes•ar"J in ilukan weat.hv, and partly t.o t.h• lack ot an air 
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.,,,,,,,.,. ' I .. 

Wlll'IWlg ■71tem, their at.wk.I were IMluallJ" too qlliok. 34 Tb• B-U> 

proved to be ot ll1n1aura nlu• iZl Alaskan condltioru,. I\■ 11.ait.od 

r•0&• preTeat.ed it,a etteot.1Te uae ner t.he long di.tanee■ that 

needed to be cn•er-ecl, nnd ita tricycle bndin,: par u.d.e landing 

emedinp.y b&sardous on tbe .-t.lll rugglld tielda at Usmak and 

'' 36 Cold Ba,. I.a bad been antieipawd b·r Clentl'al Butler", tor-

pedo" proffd t.o be 1110:re UPtul weapons t.ha.n boabs wtun•• low cell­

ing• prnented boabing at normal altit.ude■• •lthou&h reque■t.ad 

rep•twdl.7, no \orpee" had been provided, and such ea ..,.. und 

31 
had to be borrowed !!'Oil the 1•"1· 

In add1t.1on to th11e tactical lGHon1, the openina bl.on ot 

t.h1 Alein.ian aaapaign taught. cet"tain things ot DUlCb •re tar­

rNChin& iapol."tance, irlTaldng the entire principle ot Alaskan air 

deten.e. Alaost all tbo • issua 11.JOn which 110 JIUCh de-bat• had 

takm plac• lllNrlJud troa the tigtrt.ing ot June. 1942 in much more 

dist.inot 01,1\11.De.. £1'1.r■t of all, t.here •at t.he qtteet.i.l)n of ttie 

stntegia n.lae ot airfields in \he Aleutian•, On t.hia point 

thwe could be llt.tle doubt alter the event. P•pit.e • aaniteat. 

and unavoidable lack ot preparation;,, the A.rrv air unit• based at. 

then .. Alau.ti&n baa w.re in1t.raental in pNffnting • JIDN 

■erioua attack:, and t.h-, 11&7 qll hue been t.he iaMd.iate cauH 

of the cbanao 1n the en«Q"', plane aocor<ilng to 11hicb he ret.i.Nd 

to Ki.aka and A tte and prepared to Jisht a detens!Ya cup&ip 
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tor the t.iae being rather t.han to prHa tha adffoD.t&g• he had 

undoubt.edl.1 gained at Jutch Harbor. It, became more t.han eTer 

apparent. that Uanak, Cold !iay and Out.oh Harbor wt,ra 1111t.ua.Uy 

dependent, and that to abanion one 'CJ,uld •an abandoning th• 

other t.110; and t.o abardon Jut.ch Harbor would be equivalent to 

relinquishing naval as well as air control of the North Pacific 

area. 

,went s had de.monstrated that it w a• ea.sier to mo ft uni ta in t.o 

t.heae tielda Wld0pera.te them. et'!ectivdy under adv-er•e ccndit.iona 

than most obsert'l'tra in headr1uartor1 ha1 thought. The entire 

air strength in. A!aaks., theugh rlangerousl7 low, had been concen­

t,ratad wit.h t'a.ir speed anct with no email erteat. !'ifferthales■, 

1t becam.e T6ry- clear th.at adTanced bues 1hou:Ld be ■tocked 1rell 

in advance of operations, and in sut!"lciant quantitus to nuppl.7 

a u.x1.mwa r&tber than a m1n1mwn. force. Genare.l Butler stated t.bat 

tho goveirning factor la the earl7 lighting was not tile DWlber ot 

available plan•• eo ftuch ae tha !acUltiea available tor parking, 
l8 

aerviclng, and. supplying at thlnak o.nd Cold Be.y. R&int:orcing 

units had been -,..,..d to:rtterd as fast an the fields, st.ill inCOJa­

plet.e and inadeqWitely stocked, oou.ld be ude retld1 to reedn 

them. .r.11 ot Which pointed to two things: first. a shl.tt or 

at.rategic policy !or Alaska trom one ot pas•iTB defenae to on• 

orrrl.aaging aggreesiv• action against the ene!Q'; and, second. the 
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prod.aan ot f.11 air ••M'ic• q•t.l llhich aou.ld oo depended oa to 

proYid.e ror tA1a ot1'ena1Ye phaae of oparat.i01w. Soae .-t,apa bad 

been taken prior to June 1942 to secure a aeparate 1'.ir .;)fill'Yi.Ctl 

Co.llM&JMi Lor Ala.aka, and to provi-» depot. f•cillt.ies. lt. now NOW 

iaper&tift that t.nn• plane l>e carried out u rap1dl)' u poaa1'b1•• 

l..ittle doubt. ••• lett. on anothar point. ._.woroin.g air wt.a 

could no lonpr be baatid 1IAiul7 1a th• continen~ Unit.ad $tat.ea, 

to be Nnt t.o J.lNK& onlJ" lileri an 1J11&erg.uc1 aroa•.. Tbe preaeao• 

ot the Japanee• in t.Ae o'iter 1'leu.t.ian• created a aitu.ation of con­

at.a.nt. t1Mrgenc7, demanding a pe:riu1um.t. guru.on, and one which 

should be increued. u tut. aa t.b• aupply ot e.ircrt.lt aud crew 

could be proTided.. 1n U&r~h Uenera.l B11tler bad. ai- a.ptated fol'" 

a N■erTe auppl.y o! rapl.accent. planes 8J14 crewa to lM opt. in 

Alaaka. trained and ready to becell• instaat.ly .ttect.iTe wh111 

needed. OtberwiN, he argu.ed, t.ho t.i.ae t.uea. \o •.cure OGllbat 

replacuumt.a cul.d be1 about. one a,ath, t.o ••1 not.hi.n& ot t.he ti.M 

lo•~ 1n t.J-aining on the groucl F4lld in adlldni•trat.ive adj,u,taant. 39 

1n the lii't-Ul"<t u 1n the put., ot cow••• t.h• conditionJn& £actor 

•ae t.o be t.h• iruppl.7 ot aen and eq_uipaent, anllable. Fol' th• t.iM 

being, H 'llM17 aircratt. bad bee operat.ed !rota th• i.leuU&n ba.Ha 

as thoft DUH eou.ld &CCOIIIOdat.ti. But. u !Kilit.iu .... prodded 

the prolllem of prioritlu in cOllbat unit.a would a&aiA goT.-n t.he 

situ.at.ion. 

9 
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Yet ..,. oa that poi.a,, t.h• q11ast.1Dn ot priorliiea,. Ml• 

aituUN laad arown clw. W1Ul tu .r.,...n aot.uall.7 pr ... t. 

- A.Ml'iGall IIOil &lld po•NHN ot oapabiliU• 1ID1ob l'-1aecl 

al.ulaia&. the •ar D-s,vt.nt. b•-- to Hild up tlle aauat. at,....ua 

ot Ill• A.lulum prrau .. .. pouibl•. Air force Hab--

ni•al appliu ••\ \o Alaaka tor Jm• 1942 •er. alaoet 4alabl• 

t.b• quat.1i.J ... , la lk7 •t \.hat. 7NJ'I alld. t.he JIU.1' f1.&ue •n 

tJua dnl,led Mlat.. tor , ... 40 Tll• prolll.• •t uanaponat1o11 wu 

1a w dep-ee Mt 'b7 a OGIUlidvable 1ncrMn ia tb• nalliu- et 

il.l 
waaapDI'\ plllW pl"O'f'idet tw Alaska.. Six radar Ht• wn 

1144acl to tb• ori&lnall.J' plam«l lillit. at••• •1t.b approprla\ely 

1unaHd ptr_,nnu, W ab 11P tor Ula slar1nl l.Mk of M eaz-l.7 

•arninc •J'fl• ._at.rated a\ O.toh Harbor.42- G...-a.l air ton• 

peraonnel. wre aJ'llal'kad. tor lluka 1n 1ncr .. 1n& ~•• u.qb 

••111 DD\ -· ta hi\ o ... a1 hUv .. 
43 

Th• ilffea\11 lli ,.,. .. , 

'117 the ad ot Jme, aUll laoked &1.rcraft., er .... ■erdce perllDIIMl, 

np•iwN ottieva, and teclmleal aapplla 1D IIUllbv■ aa4 qu.n­

t1Uu appropriat.• t.o \lie ut.J.Y1\7 ot tbe t.h•\er• Other tb•t.era 

n1ll •Je,-cl, allCl r.l&bt.l.7 •, a b1&hff priorl\7 ■u.t..a. 44 .,, 

a\ leut. Aluka aa i.naw labor• 1lllder tu hmdioap et • ,riff1'7 

•ultl1■b'4 •1■J7 oa Ml• unapU.on that it. WM a"°'°" ol 

pauiN defll'IH ■ 

• ; YI 
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Io TI s 
Cbapt.er I 

l. ._ tor C/iC boa Chief' of Pl.all• DiT., AC, 1 Dee. 19)5, 1n 
AID 686. 11.ua, 

2. ~-

3. a!!· 
4. DJ:t.; l"1:, C/AC to QIIJ, 22 IOT. 1935; _, tor Chi.et, Balldiq 

and Gl'OIIIIIS Di.Y. ho■ AC/A.C, 2 .ll&r. 1935, 'both iii A.AG 686J Alalk&. 

s. ~ o! Boe.rd ot O!tlova wu'AMd lq tti. CO ot \M llukan 
n.ipt. tw th• purpoM of wk1q reco...ndaUona regarcl1D& 1.1w 
.. ,.!all.,, ea~ ot an air au• 1a .Aluka, 23 A-a. 1.934, 1.11 liG 
68', Alalka. 

6.. Ltr., c/lC t.o J.Ni.. SW, 14 Oat.. 1938, 1a ilG '86, ilukaJ lt.r., 
TAO t.o c/1c, 9 sap. 19:,,, in A.AG 696, Al.aaka. 

?. Lt.r., TAO to C/AC, 10 liar. 19'8, ia 1.lG 686, il.aaka. 

a. ..., to~ c/s tro■ C/iC, 13 lloT. 1939, 1a llG 686, Aluka. 

,. ·- tor Ac/S, G-3, G--4, •ta., troa c/s, 28 .., 1.940, 1a liG 
600.1, A.laaka; ltr., TAG to QJD, 29 J1aJ 1940, ._ tUe; Mil, 
Cbi.t, llat-.. 1el DiY. to Phu DiT.,. 7 J•• 1940, 1.11 ilG 381, 
.&J.aaka. 

10. i.,r., Bq. 3' Wbg Oll:2 AP to CG, ~ Af, 9 Jlw. 1936, la ilG 686~ 
llaua; ■M ch. I, a. a. 

U. t.tr., Bq. ADF to CG, 9th ~, 3 Sap. 191.0, in U.G 381, iluka. 

12. l.w., liq .lDF to CG, ltUl .L"", 24 Oc\. 1940, 1A 11G )81, J.luka. 

1,. 6-t.h .tact. (llir., liq ADC to CG, 9$b ca, 3 Sep. 1940) BG to c .. , 
4Ui Al'WJ', 29 Jan. 1941, 1n UG )91, .Uuk&. 

14. )d Ind. (l\r., Sq ADP to CG, 4\b J.ra,, 24 Oo\. 1940) lq. 4UI 
UIII' to 'WI, 16 Jan. 1941, ill ilG 381, .ll.ua; ut. la4. (lt.r., 
liq. ADI t. CG, 4'h Anq, 24 Oct. 1941>J Bq. 4\11 Antr w TAG, 
12 loy. 1940, .... tll•J 5\b lad. (lv., Hq. J.DP to CO, 9th Cl, 
.3 ltp. 1940) C/A.C to TAO, l) In. 1940, .... tile; 2.d la4. 
(U.r. Hq. "'1 t.o CG, J+t.b AftlJ, 24 Oet.. l9it0) TlG ti. CG, 4t.b iPlllf 
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8 J•• l.9Ut .... tile; 6t.h IDrl. (lt.r., ~. ADP to CO, 9'b CA, 
3 Sip. 19~J TAO \o CG, 4\11 Anti, 29 Jan. 1941., ... t11e1 
rad., 'ID t.o Lt.. G•. J. L. Dtlli\t., CO, J.ta J.a,, 26 Apr. 1941, 
.... til•J lt,r., Hq. ~ An, w c/s, 2 Jme 1941, .... tile; 
e.nraot, fNII 1v., eo, Moll 1nV' to r;/a, 4 luu 1941., ...._ tile; 
__, tor lC/S, 'IPD ll'lm C/AC, 26 J .. 19U, aaae nle; _, tor 
Colobl. .Uiibl•, lla1aon ottl..-, C/AC aD4 CAA, troa D wPO, i, 
.11l].y 1941, 1a .UG 686, ilUDJ ltr. CM.et or laftl O,U. w 
c/s, 23 Jtl.J 1941., ln u.o 311., 11.uka; - tw c/s troa 
Chief ot ilf, 30 Jul.7 l,U, •- tile; lt.r., WD G-4 \o C/s, 
16 l111. l'IU• 1D ilO 686, Al&DDJ Ill, ilP IPD w C/J.C, ? Oot.. 
1941, a-.e file; .ll8IID tor fl.Q troa Ch.let of MF, 29 Stip. 1941, 
•- tu •• 

lS. Kem for C/S boa Chief ot A.AP, 30 J~ 1941, 1n ilG 381, Uaelra. 

16. Rad., 'D to CO, .-th A:tw1, 26 Apr. 1941, 1a U.O l8l, 11.uka; ltr., 
Cbiet of lnal Opna. to C/S, 23 Jul7 1941, •-- til•s RH, ilP 
WPIJ w C/AS, 7 Oest. 1941, in AAG 686, U.Uka. 

17,. 24 W. (lv., Hq,. &DP to CG, 4t.b AftV', 24 Od\. 1940) f10 to 
CG, 4,tll A"'f, 8 Jan. 1'41, 1n AAG )81., 1luka; rad., WD \o CG, 
4th lir.rwT, 26 lpr. 1941., aaae tile. 

1.8. '4 Iad. (l.t.r., lq. ADF to CG, 4\b '-NY, 24 Oct. 1940) Bq. 4\11 
'-l'IO' to M, 16 Jan. 19U, 1n liG 381, Uuka; lt.r., Bq. t,._\b 
.lnv '9 c/a, 2 Jue 1941, .... tile. 

19. 1.-t Ind.. (lv., Bq. Ai. t.o CO, 4th us,, 24 Oet.. 1940) lq. 
4th AIIIT to TAG, l2 loT. 1940, in ilG )Bl, Aluka. 

20. Rad., WD t. CG, A.th Aff17, 26 1pr. 1941, 1n .UG 381, Aluka; lt.r., 
Hq., 4Ua j.,nq '° c/a, 2 .J•• 1941, 1n u.c 381, .AluaJ a.vu\ 
troa lt.r., co. 4-t.h Ar,q to c/s, 4 June 1941, 1a liO '81, A.l.uka. 

21. Lt.r., Chi.t of llawl Opu. to c/s, 23 J-17 l.941, in A.AG ,al, 
Aluu.J - t•r 'b.lJ tn:a Clliet or ill, 29 Sep. 1941. ill A.AG 
686, lluka. 

22. ._, for Cid.et or UP !l'Cll WPD, 28 loT. 1941, ta AAG 616, 
A.1.uka; lt.r • ., TAG to Chief et i:np-., 14 Dee. 1941, in ilG 
600.1, lluka. ---11•, oeutr,ac\lea had already'"- -­
on ,. ill>roftll rm11Q'a at, Cold 8-T, tbe prillo.tplll wt-a&inc 
tlalcl on tlle rout• boa lneborage to Ua.ak, 1IDder ......,_.ion 
ot \be CU.; ..., tor M troa Cid.et ot ill, 29 Sap. 1941, la 
ilG 686, lluu.. 
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23. SN the tollo'ld.ng corNapOndMc• clMlin& with t.hb t.oplct -
tor AC/s. o-.i.. troa C/1C, 3 hne 1941., la liO 686, Aluk:a; 11.r., 
lq,. JDC to T.lG, S 1111&■ 19U. in .AAG 686, Alaska; ..., fer reoord., 
tiled \IDClv data 13 Oct.. 1941 1n UQ 686, iluka; BU, Al'UP to 
llll0 2 Apr. 1942, 1n U.G 686., .ll&aka. 

24. I.tr., Hq. 4th Ar,q to TAG, 9 Ju17 1940, and 2d lad., c/J.C to 
Cai.t' or 1ngr •• 18 Jfll.7 1940, both in AlG 686, Al.uk&.. Plan• 
were laid in th• fol.l.orin1 ,-r tor~• War Departaeat. to 
oooperat.• with the la~ 1D Ntullihlq Ana:, laad.1111 faollitbs 
at lodiak. Lt.r., Bq. '4.tb "-r'ST to TAO, l Ka.7 1941., .and _, tor 
WD 0,,.4 troa C/AC, 19 llaJ' 1941, both in ilG 686, U.uka. 

2~. lluo tor C/S troa lcting AC/S, •)O ••• 19Jt0, 1n .U.O 686, ilaaka; 
..., tor ~/s WPD troa AC/A.C, 1'1 DH. 1940, ._ tu.. 

26. L\.r. 1 SW lo Seentar:, ot Co••ce, 4 Ju. 1941, 1n U.Q 686, 
iluka. 2d lad. (ltr • ., Bq. J.D1 to CG, 4th Ara;r, 24 Oct.. 1940) 
UO to co, 4th Anv, 8 Ja .. 1941; 6th Ind. (lu-., liq • .lDP w 
CG, 9V1 Cl, 3 Sep. l~O) TAG to CG, -ua l.'191, 29 Jan. 19U, 

27■ 

28. 

ill .uG 381, iluka. 

Ltr., SectrW&l"J ot Ooaerc• to SW, 13 Apr. 1942, 111 ilG 686, 
llub.. S.. &ho at.taeMd Iv., SI to SMJ'■ ot eo...erce, 19 
.lpr, 1942• TIM thlda approwcl b7 \J:Ht SW for thi• project. 
1.acllldedl la1.ak, P&NW.U• .._r, X,l 1MM, lallll1, low 
Point, lliDchwdna, lenana, s..ard, Slqud.t., Tuana, Taaacrou, 
~, lakat.tP.• 

lat. Incl. (lv., C/lC \o TJ.G, 6 IOY. 1940) no to C/lC, 28 loY • 
1940, la. liG 600.1, Al.am. S•• a.ho ltr. 1 Gan. lraold. t.o 
Col, D. e. Connolly, A.dld.:ni•t.ratar or CiYll .&.eroawtiaa, o.p,. 
ot Co•erN1 10 Oct. 1940, 1a liG 60J.l, A.la.aka. 

29. For 1tat.e111t1St1 at t.h• procru1 and ■t.ataa or UINe fiel.41, ... 
the fo.lJawia& ewnepondemei _,, p..,_.•t. Joiat. Board 011 
net ... to Chi.et of A.A.f, l o.a. 1941, in llG 334.7, ,.niaoea, 
J'oiat loard on D•f--•; lt.r., C/AS to Air lt.taclle, CanacU.u 
Lept.ion, 9 Dff. 1941, and l.ppendu •,, • .... tile. s .. alu 
oorrNpondenoe tiled Wider liG :,61, Air itou.t.eaJ l l.q. l9U. 

30. .llem fro• •J. I.S.l w. Ilic• to Gen. A.mold, 11 Jaae 191.2, 
11P II...C-1 ila•a f2., 

31. "AlalUll J)e.fuM■ Built at Pitt.7 Below Zero,• 41&••t or artiol• 
b7 I.\., Col, John R. Hardb fro• The tiUtarz Rn,.,.., .Ian. 
1942, 1n st1,ace !tD. Let.\,r. a Tu. 19"2, 51-5 • 

'2• s .. Ch. 11 L ,0. 
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33. ll .. Darla, "1 au il.Ma at w_.. • in Satv4!7 !!!!iY Poat., CCXIY 
(2:3 liq l942), 12-13, 

)I.. S• Cn. 1 11 D. :,0. 

)5. I.tr., CG, ADC le CG, 4\b AN7, 21. DIie. 194.0, 1A A.AG 686, .iluka; 
ltr .• Col.. , ..... lennedJ' and Lt.. Col. H. L. Clark to laj. Gen. i1.H. 
ll'DDld, S 811P• 19.ftl, 1a liG :D3,l, Alam. 

36. Ltr,, B1"11 0.. S. C. Godtr-, to O.eral .Street.t., 2l Oet.. 1942, 
ill ilG 600. l, Uuka. 

71. For Pl'DP' .. ucl •tu np,ona on t.ne eou\nct1.on proJ•ta, 
•• tb.• toJ.lnin& doo-wz - tro■ llaJ. Ric• w a.. A.nold, 
11 ,_ 1942, ill 11P II-C-1 iluka #2; hppl....t&l. Req\lHt tor 
Ai:rport. D~ la lluta, P.Y .. 1942, ia ilG 686, Al■•; 
pviodio report■ oa progrua ot coutnct.ion in tU• U.G 600.1. 
lluJra; Appendix C, Pl"••at. 8t.adJ. 

,S, Ltr., Col., D. Y. G&tta.,-1 00, Ladd Field, to Col. B. W. lllll, 
t.ti. lir Inapect.or, 20 Dee. 1,41, in liG 3)).1, Alaaka. 

3'. K-, report on Aluk:aa Air FffcJ• op.,a~ion ...S. b7 1.14 • l, C. 
lcliDl.11 ror Jlateriel Db•., 18 Jlar. 1942, 1a WP II-C-1 Aluu fl. 
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Chap\.- ll 

l. s .. Ch. I, n. ,0. 

2. Draft troa Cld.at ot ltaftl. Opoa. an4 C/8 to eo.,.tr. in Chi~, 
Pa_citlc nMt., CO WDC and Coadr• Pa11tic lorthu'D laftl. Cou\al. 
froaUar, 14 Oct.. 1~, 1n WP ll-C-1 1lua. ll; - tor c/18 
froa AC/AS, J.-11PD, 21 Oot.. 1941, in IP II-C-l A.la•ka #1; lt.r • .,. 
CG WOO 1io TAO, 6r1 0Bt.. 1941, .... fil•; lt.r., Ckl■t of Ui.P to 
CO APCC, 28 low. 1941, in AlG )81, liar Plana. Sea alao 
Appcdix B,_ preaent ltud;y. 

3, Jlemo for C/AS ho• AC/Al, 1-lfPD, 21. Oct.. 1941, in WP ll-C-1 
Aluka #1. 

4. Ltr., Chief ot ill ta CG APCC, 28 ••• 1941, in ilG )8.l., •ar 
PJtam. 

J. J.t.r., co WDC tie TAG, z, Oct.. 1941, 1n IP II-C-1 Aluka #1; ltr., 
Col. Gattnq w Col. Hill, 20 n •. 194-t, in ilG 333.1, ll&aka. 

6. Lt.r., CG IDC to TAG, 'rt Oct.. 1941, 1n IP II-C-1 Aluka fl. 

7. Kem troa !1aJ. lcliale, tor Jlat.eriel DiY., 18 .ll&r. 1942, in 
V JI-C-1 Al.UJca flJ MID tl"o■ 11aJ. Jfell W. R1ce w Gen. A.raol4, 
U June 1942, ... e tu •. 

e. IN Ch. II, 11. 6. 

9. L\r.1 CG ADC to CO WIC, 3 Jan. 1942, in WP Il-C-1 Aluu. #l. 

10. .._, tor thAa PrealdNt from. G•. 111.Nhall.1 21. Jan. 1942, in 11P 
Il-C-l .\luka #l. 

ll. Ilea tor 11.awriel DiY. fr,■ J&aj. llcliale7, l.8 liar. 1942, ill 
WP II-C-1 Alaska wlJ ..., tor Chief ot ilP troa Col.•• O. 
ht.l•, preMnt.ed. 1n conteranc• 10 Fa. 1942, in WP II-C-1 
11uka 11; lt.r., Col. Ge.ttn.,J t,o Col. lill, 20 Dec. 1941, 1a 
J.AG ))).11 Al.Nka; lt.r., CG •DC l,c, CO DC, 14 4'an. 1942, in 
llG 600.1, iluka. 

12. Lv., CG ADC \o CG IDO, 3 Jan. 1942, ia 11P II-C-1 J.lua. #1. 

l3 ■ Lt..r., Hq. 100 t.o CO WDC, l4, Jan. 1942, 1a A.AG 600.l, Aluka. 

U. See Cb. II, n. 12 .. 
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15. See Ch. II, n. 13. See also 5th Ind.., CG I.DC to CG DC, 
2.1. 1 pr• l 9421 SPIil file• 

16. 6th Ind. (ltr., Hq. A.DC to CG WDC, ll4 Jan. 1942) CG WDC to T1G, 
6 liq 1942, 1n .UG 600.1, J.luka. 

17. Ltr.jll Sq .. IDC: \o ti.O, 18 July 1941. in UG 381., .Uu.k& ( ■M al.lo 
•tt.ached i.Ddor:seiaant.a, especi.U,- 3d, 5th, 7th, and 9U&); ltr. • 
Hq. woe t.o CG ,, , ~. 2, Ju. 1942, ta 11, u-e-1 Alua #1; 
3d :tad. (ltr .. , Tl.G to 00 WOCJ 3 , •• 1942) CG ViDG to CG FF,. 
A.nsJJ w_,. College, 28 Pe•• 1942, la .UG J.52.1, J.l.aa.ka. 

lS. lAl"., Hq. me to TkG, 18 Jul.7 1941, in ilG 3':!l, Al.ask&. 

19. lsli•, 5t..h Ind. 

20. L\r. (pm-.,tal) Lt. Gen. D.WU,t. t.o Oot1 ■ KarshaU.1 3 ...,. 1942, 1n 
WP II..0-1 Alaska Ir 2. 

21. B&R, Gen. Jra,lci to Gan. Spat.t.s, 24 O.c. 1941, in ilG )21..9, 
Oi-18ftisation tA?. R•lere to ltr., G11J.. Beck:Dff to Gen. Al'DDltl, 
& Deo. lCJ4lJ not. at.taehed.. 

22. 

23. 

lfP:J, WD placed reintorcaent.a tor Alaska uadllr 4-th J)riori\7, 
Mp-1al.17 •1th rep.rd to th• u• ot laerlcan abippiag. ._, 
Lt. 0911. D. D. 4.MDbo•.- I.I> Lt.. G•• Brtrboa ao..rnu, 19 Felt .. 
1942, in &G 400 (l-17-42) IISC-D-M. 

2d Ind. (lt.r., Hq • .lDC to CG WOO, 14 Jan. 194a) GHQ to TAO, 
17 r-,. l942J a.lsa 3d lad. <••• uaic lt.r.) 'b.G io CO 11DC, 
26 Mar. 1942, t,ot..b ia U,O 600.l, Alaska. 

24. 11.Joint il'IIT .... &V Plana fol" lluu• prepa.r-ed by CG ADC and 
Co.cir, Aluka.n Sect.or, 13-\h liaftl Diet.riot, )l. Jan.. 1942, ia 
WP II-C-1 A.luka #1. 

2~. 4t.h Ind. (lt.r., CG lOC t.o CG llDC, 3 Jaa. 194.2) Hq. ill t.e TAG, 
16 Pab. 1942, 1n it? Il-C-l •1a■u il. 

26.. 2cl Ind. ( •Joiat. Ara,-li&'Y7 Plau tor Alaua," ••• Cb.. ll, a. 24) 
Coadr 1a C.biet, U. 8. fl•et. \o Chiet ot l&-Yal Opn••, DO dat,e, 
in WP Il...C-1 Aluka fl. 

27. Rti, 4t.tl ooaaent., A-WPi> \.o AA1 Oir. ot A.ir uetUN, 1~ , ... 
194-2, ;.p ll..C-1 ll .. ka il. .See a1ao uao for Chief of ilP troa 
AC/AS J.11PD, 2 Feb. 1942, WP II-0-1 Aluka fl. 
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• 
21. Lw., llq. BC \o en ,,,, G~, 2, Jan. 1942, 1• •P II,.C-,J. AJuka 

;-lJ l\r. CG U.l to OPIJ, a- Apr~ l'J,42; 1n .UO A.S2.l, ilaelL 

2'• MR, 24 ..-, APAIP to aft.CG, 22 liq 1942, 1D 1iP lI-C-1 
llaaka #2; - t_. tJN CG ill lftNI C/AS, 11 Jlq 1941, 1a liA 31]., 
A.la.aka. G•. Dtil'it.t cprMeecl cow14erabl• a1..ara onr t.H lao1c 
ot airvafi ayaila\11.e 1D ala eem•Dd for tbe purpose ot patnll-
1.nc ~- •1kl wen coan tacter-7 aJ"' ... , ..,,..1au7 _.. i., 
AApl...Saa Diep ar•. hbai• th• J.r,q and t.h• laTJ, Glllq' 
32 airoratt. so.id be 1111St.encl o• l5 Jan. 19'2 to patnl tae 
ea.,1ni ••et coa.s\ et t.he Uniwd Stat.e11 ltr. 11 Gen. o.111\t. lo 
Gen. Jlle.rah&l.l (penanal.), 16 .Jan. 1942• in AG 4)2.l (7-24-41) 
•,1r Re!ntorcaunt1 tor WOO &ml Al&aa..• 

)0. »... t•r Wet ot U.P fro• Col. Ba\la', 19 FM. 1942, la WP 
ll~l Al.aaka #l. 

,1. L\r., CG llt.h iP to CG ilF, 22 Mar. 19.42, WP ll-C-l Aluka #2. 

,2. 2d Incl. (lt.1"., Hq. ATJ11 to CO 9tb CA, 3 Sep. 1940) Bq. 4'11 .ln,­
u BO, Z, Sep. 1940, in MO 381, Ala1k1; )d Ind. (Ur., TAG to 
CG Y.00, 3 Feb .. 1942) CG WDC act 4th A~ tb CG FF, 28 , •• 1,42, 
in A.AO 452.l, Aluka; ■e• alac, att..cbed con"4111J)Oadonce. 

33. Thia plan u contained. 1Ji ltr .. , CG llt.b AP to GO il1, 22 Mer. 
1942, in IP Il-C-1 Aluka &£2. 

34~ Ltr., Hq. ADG $0 CO, 4\b An,y, 2l Jul.7 194.l., ill llG 676.9, 
iluk& (■N wo a1.tubed col'l" .. poacllnce1 eapecia.U, 7'b .x.t.) J 
2d lod. (rad,, CO WOO to TJ.G, 12 '-U&• 1941), o ttic• or the Qd.et 
Si.pal orr1cer io TAG 26 A•B• 1941, in: ilO 413.4, 1l.Nka. 

,,. ?th lad. (lv., Sq. ADC lo eo, .. Ul J:ttq, 21 J11l7 1941) TAG to 
Chief Slpal. Ott1oer, 3 Dec. 1941, ill ilG 676.9, Aluka. 

"· Ltr., llq. WDC iio 0G n, ~. ZI , ... 1742, 111 .&AG 676. 9, Uaaka­

'J?. Mea tor AC/S IPD tro11 00 UP, 24 Kar. 1942, 1a .UG 616,91 

.U..ka; -- tor C/G tzv■ Dir, ot Air Der ... , 26 W.., 1942, 
in AAG 310.,, AlalkaJ Ill, Dir. of 11l" Deleue t.o !llPll, • 
dat•, la WP II-C-1 ·l•ka #1 a ..., tar Dir. of JW.iUl"J b-
1tatr..~• hM Dir. ol Air Detenae, 10 ll&r. 1942, iD IP ll-C-l 
ilUka 11. 

;a. Sft correapeadence 1n Ch. I, •• 74, s .. al.lo 7th Ind.. (ltuie 
lt.r, aot. a\\acaed) TAG to CG WDC,. 2S Jiu-. 1942, in ilQ U,.4, 
iluka .. 

',, 1--··[""LNT1"t l,\. I ,'°4 : J< ~ 
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J9. Lt.r., AAG w 00 WOO, 10 June 1942, in \tP lI-C-1 Alaska (1.2 • 

40. Iat.wn•, Lt,. Col. P. II., Scbeld•kv, 11 1111. 1941, la liF 
A-2 Lib., US 9000., Int.eni~, K-30079 • 

41,. Jlcmc, tor Oen. ll"DDld troia t.he Air Inap.cior, 213 Oct.. 1941, 1a 
lAG :,:,3.1, Aluka; --, tor Cbiat of UP troa Lt.. Col. E. C. 
liel, 4 O.C. 1941 • saei tlle. 

42. Ltr., Hq. ADC to CG WOO, l,. Jan. 1942. in A.AG 600.1, Alana; 
aem, tor Chief ot A.Al fl'OII Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 19.1.2, ia •P 
II-C-l ,U.uka ll. 

43. ll!!fl. 
"4. Lt.r., Bq. llth. AP' to 00 AAP, 12 Mu. 1942, in ilO 323.7, llaaka. 

45. Ltr., 00 A3C to CG ur, 24 Jlar. 1942, ill 'lP ll..C-J. Al•u:• ,1. 

46. Ltr., CG AAF t.o Dir. ot tru.it&.tt7 lieqllir•tnts, 1 Apr. 1942, 
1n .UG 686, llaeka; 1st Iad. (lt.r., Rq. A.SC to CG A.AF, Z7 liq 
1942) Hq. J.Af to GG woo, 19 ..r-.a. 1942., ia ~ .)2).?., iluka. 

1+7. R&R, APDPU to APRBS, 30 Jun• 1942, la AAG )2J. 7, Alaaka. 

48. MR, 2d ooaaat.., J..11.~ t.o APll)JI, l~ Apr. 1942, in WP II..C-l 
Alaaka #1, 

49. tleao tor Chief or AU' ti,,a Gol. Bmler, 10 Feb. 194', WP II-C-l. 
Al••ka fl. • 

SO■ hLrac\ traa __, tor G41l. Anold fl'OII J.C/AS Plana, 30 A.pr. 14142. 
in .lAG J3lt,.'7, Caada-U.S. Sn aleo ■.o tro:i:a ilP/A'ft"PD \o C/A$, 
'Z1 ON. 1941, 1D l1P I-SJ ..., troa AA1/AWPJJ to c/s, 1 Jan. 1942, 
... tu •. 

51. s .. pp. s:).-ta, .p.-eut~.study. 1(--, troa Col. :ri. P. "'in1nc \o 
Col. K. 1'. Walker, 17 June 1942 ill MO 452.l, Truapone; lv., 
Gen. lfand7 to CG AU 16 July l,U, ~Q J?), Pllgaw, Md at.aohetl 
col"2'flpondtmc•. S• 41.ao co:n.-pondence •~uohecl \o lv., Gen. 
Echel• \a 00, J..:at.11:i .. l Cwawr, lirigb\ Fitid, 2 Jun• 1942, in llG 
.4,.52.1, ~rt.'i. , I 

52. Ltr., Hq. Fen-p.ng ColAllld io Senior Ar,q lieaaber, ;)•?'JIUMll\ loild;. 
Board on Det9D8e, Canada-United S\a.t,es, l8 Apr. 1942, 1n. tiln 
ot ATC Hiatorieal S-c. 

- 73 -

J £! .. I. 
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 



-. 

I 

• 

o/ 

. -

This Page Declassified IAW E012958 

011. 
s,o 
293 

2450 

Seat.U• Port. of lllbU'ka1..t.DB, Ottil• et t.lM Port. Air Ott1..-, All oaa,,, !lil'9U, 6 s.p. 1942. 

5't. ._ tor ctd.et ot J.J.P fNIII Col. liel., 4 Dee. 1941, 1a .UO 3:,3.1,. 
Aleeu,, 

ss. s .. lpptndiz -'. 

56. •- tor Ch.let of M.F boa Col. llel, 4 Deo. 1941., in 110 3)3.1, 
Aluka. 

ff. Lv., Col. r. •• leaaeq Md U. Col. I. I,. Cl.ark te 0•• A:rald, 
8 S1p. 1941-,- in AAG 333.l, lluka; - tna laj. lell X. 11oe 

,e. 

59. 

60. 

to Gen. Anold.., 11 JWM 1942. 1a WP II...C-111.ua 12.. 

Lv., Col. O. Y. Oattnq '° Cel. &. W. Hill, 20 Dee. l,U, 1a 
UG ,:,J.l., t.laalra • 

Ila, C/J.C w Cid.et of llr, 2S hl7 1941, in A.AG 686, ilaua; lv., 
Col. lemuiq aacl Col. Cla•k w Gen. Antolcl, • Sep. 1941, la AID 
331, ilull:a . 

1au»ri\7 ... srut..t t.o tJI• co WDC 'DJ u.. c/a "1 nd1o da\ell 
2l Apr .. 1942 to pl.ale I.add Pield 1lnde eut.rol ot U.e CG ADC 1lilo 
ill tara pl...._ it.a tMtil.ili .. aad paaNMl at the iltpoul •d 
uaur th• 1-dla\e aonwol ot \.be CO, 11...-tll lu Poro... la4., 
Bq. •DC u4 4\b .lra, \o CG ilF ~ 1475, 25 ..,. 1942, Ql,,,Jll.-?132 
(5-25--42). Tb• Cold ._u,,_. t..una De\. aa Mtt1tl 481a• on 
aapt.M na'1III aoeorcliAC w lv., TlO '° CG ilP, 2l lq. 191t3, 
in AG 353 (...al.-42) •AU C:Old W•U.- Tut.J.q De\a.ab:ala\•J ... 
el.Ila - t.r C/S traa Dir. of IU.llt.v7 aeq.S.r•uru, 19 Aq. 
1942, .... tuA. .luboril7 •u 1-...._ pl.ecdna La4ll Pleld, u 
w.U u t.11• Cold 'Wll&1.blr 'tut..\aa DA., _._, Ml• eoatrel. aa4 
., .. 1a410,1.oa ol 0G ,.,_, by AG 1,... t.o UG ill ucl CG rnx;, 25 Oot, • 

1942, in AG 32().2 (l.0,,&,,.42} "hauler •t JviNut.iaa et Wei 
rtel.cl." 
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61.. Iat.er..t.ini -t■ • t.bla .. J.ct. •• be tOIIDd iA Ule tollo11i.n& 
doo\lUINU lv., Col., 1 ...... Ull Col. Clark \o 0.... ,...,ld, 
8 a...,. l,U, Ja liG n,.1. 11.UkaJ •- ter Ge. Arnold. tna 
\be Air In-,.owr1 28 Oc\. 1941, aw tile; - ler CJd.et ~ 
lit troa Col. 11.i, • o.. 191tl, ... til.1; lv., co1. Oaftu7 
to Col. L W. HU.l, l0 ON. 19"., ... fll•; - baa llaj. 110• 
M O.. M'Dltlcl, ll Jw 1942, 1a WP ll-C-1 AlNb #2; • s17 ot 
1at.en1- 111t.b Col. H. W. 511.ialn, Z8 Oo\. 1942, ln A-2 Lill,., 
us 9000, Ineni ... , , .... 3'7. 

'2 .• .., hell Dir. et ld.uJ.aenoe Sffriee to iC/15, 1-21 20 Oet.. 
19-2, 1A MG 900.71. lDMni-• 
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Qaptw Ill 

1. Lt.r. 1 GIP. BIIU.• \o CG ADC, • dat.e, 1A G-2 Perlodlt: Rtp0rt.8, 
.Uuka (1942) MaJ-lapn, in lflHI, 1:rcb.lTNJ ot rad., CO, 11\11 
A7 lo QQ ilP 1 1242005, 24 l(q 1942, Cll-11--6868 ( S-2.lr-42) • 

2. G-2 Per. R.pt~ .100, Z, tio 28 lla7 1942, ill G-2 Per. "'9rY, 
Aluka, (1942) llq-i.ug. 

,. !lwl· 
4. Rael • ., WD 11PD to CG WDC, 2JJ A.pr. 1942, IWD 927, Cll-OU'f-58011 (4--29-42),. 

,. •- tor m u..r troa c/jS, 18 1117 1,u, ill .UC 381, Al••· ,. Lt.r. 1 0.11. Butler t.o CG 1DC1 ao da\e, 1A 9:::2 P!£. l.pn1, llf.!!ete. 
(1942) __..,. 

7- lad., COIIDDf t.o .ldlll. IJnc, 21 k7 1942, 111 J.nHI, 1Nhiwa, 11\h 
AF, lluo. da\a til-4 chrcmolo&icallJ. 

8. lacl., OPD to Ge. DeWitt, 20 X.,, 1942, 1a AfiHI, lrohlw•,. llt.h 
.,, JliM. 

9- B.&4., O'l 'IDC ud 4tA 1nq to CG ill, 4 Apr. 1942, #66, CK-111-US.3 
(--4-42). 

lO • Lt.r. 1 GIil. B11Uv to Oen. lmol.d, 1.6 J.,. 1942, in A.AO 381, iluka.. 

u. liW• 
u. D!!l· 

l). Ur. 1 ll&J• ha I. PearN1 Speoi&l A.Nt.. W t.he CO, Wba llq., l"IC, 
GP I to capt.. OU'ftr La 1111"1•• td..tarloal ot.ticer, llq. ATC• 
3 Sep. 194.1, in tllea of 1TC IIJ.et.orical Sec. 

14. &.Yen ONA, tlJJ.aa OC-3 tiJP• aircraft. un rND••nW fbr \be 
air aedal r.r t.lNir 1'Dl'k 111 openia1, pioDNriJas aad aaiahlala& 
en •--•-1 -,pl7 Nr'ri.• \o ilu.la a\ \be 'LIM et ~ Dldell 
liarllol' •t.uu. Lu., CO ltc t.o CG JJ.P, 1, ..... 1943, 111. fll• 
Aaak• Wtaa, I.TC. Gm.. B.Uer •nl.J' -,.au of ah: aftilllll.e 
w--,.n.. Lt.r •. '° o.n. Amolct, 1' ., ... 1942~ ill ilG 381., 
lluk&. 
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J~ llJNflDltflJt 

16. lbld., cf. l\r., Gtn. Bll\l.er \o CG ADC, no date, 1n 0-,i ?!£. 
Re??D!, AJfpka, (1942) lfay-Aq. Autbori-t.7 had laMn tranw4 t;o 
atatiou one IDAP aqu.dron ot tile Tal.tN fen,ttane• ,,,_ llo..,. a 
AnneU.• Iel.e.nd Oil 8 1.pr. 1942; lv. t CG il"t tc, !C/S/j G-2, 16 
Apr. 1942, 1a ilO )34.7, O.t-• Board., Can...,..U. S . 

1.1. Inal.a. \0 l\r'., llq. lltb 1P lo CG ""· 12 loY. 1942, "l•t fer.on 
RarratiTU-1• in I.FIBI, ArDhiTn. llU:& lf, Miao. 

U. &it.re.ct. troa ltJ'., YaJ. Anal..,- Wat..n to ..,. Oen. B. I. Gil•, 
8 Oc\. 1942, 1a APIRI, J.rcbi..,.., 11th AP, 111.ee. 

J.9. Ltr. 1 Gea. lhd.l•r tiO CO ADC, 11D date, 1D !:::i ~ l!f!OF1!, llp•i9 .. 
(1942) IIIQ--Aa,. The bov 1• llat,e4l u "0~55• 1a a.port, 00, 
Ha'f&l Baee, Dtttell Harbor, to Coadr, 11.-.. Senor, • Jlly 1942, 
1A .U.Q 38S, Wartar•-

20. Lv., Ge. Bu\l•r to CG ADC. ao dat.e, 1ll !!::! t!!J. Re!•· 

21. a.port., 00 Jlaftl Bue. ou,cb Harbor \o Coa!r., iluaa. S•tor, 
6 J'Gl.7 1942, 111 .UG 385, ■artan. 

22. Jl!Y. 
2,. !!wt•; ot. Ch. m, n. a>. u.i.a. otllwd.a• .,..uw, ... 

aeeeut. of \he tiabUq •111 'be \aMll froa t.hele t.w 8GU'Nlt. 

24. Ltr., Gca. BlltJ.er to CG ADC,• dat.e, ia.12 ~~et. 
ltr., Oen. !tllt.ler to Gm. &l'IIDl.4. 16 lw ,u.. ill , Aleua .. 

25. SN .lppentllx f. 

26. Inol,, \o G-2 P-■• Report 123, 17 J\tft9 1942, ma G-2 Iat.•llJ.&ene• 
5cou"s• P•rt. Glenn. u .. ka, to G-2, A.Ix:, Port Riohardean, Alaek&, 
ia i:i l£:, l.!P!£!.a, Alt•R, (1.942; ..,_.ug. 

Z'/. SN lppadh P~ 

2 a. Ltr., Geo .. Bnler w o-, .. Am,ld, 16 hn• 1942, in AAG )8]., Aluka. 

29. ~-

,o.. See Appelldlx: 

)1. Lt.r., Gen. 1111.J.•r to co 1:oc, DD dak, 111 9::i ?& ae,t,■• ct. 
ataM!Mllt "7 1n Lt. JobD a. MarJb7 tor Air Office, l.DC, ao , .. 
1942, 1A o-a; Per .. if.RPl1:t, .Uuka. (1942) llq-Aua. 
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3). I.lr. , Gci. But.ler to CG !00, m da\e, 1n ~ f!£t. K•P9M•• 

34. S\at.emen\ ot L\.. lllurph7 ( ... Cb.. Ill, n. .31) • 

JS. Ltr., Oen. Butl.er to Gu. li.PDDld, 16 Ju,ne 1942, 1D ilO 381, 
Aluk&. 

)6. Keao tor Chief r,,t AJ.1 tJ'Oll Col. llatur, 10 Feta. 1942, in WP 
Il-C-1 Alaska 11. 

37. Lt.r. 1 Qen. lhR.1.- t.o Gen. A.mold, 16 J'11r1e 1942, ia .U.O 3$11 
Al■au. 

)I. Lt.r. 1 Gen. B.Uer to CQ ADC, no dat.e, la 2::,i Per. B!fOrt.■. 

)9. Ltz-., CG ll'Lh Ar to aG ur, 14 liar. 1942, la liG 452.1, .lllooa­
\J.-u_; ot. 2cl Ind., 00 1fDC to CO liP, 28 liar. 1942, ••• ltuic 
l■tt.er, .... tile. 

40. 8N Ch. II, n. 53• 

41. Sa• Cb. II, n. 51. 

42. lat. Ind. to aem, Bq. UP to e/S, 4 J .. 1942, 1n liG ff/o.9, 
Alaska; _, tor al.l". of lir DarG8e, 10 June 1942, iJl ilG 676.tJ, 
Alaeka • 

43. Oa 10 J'- 1942 the .Al.G a\ated that. 52 pilot. bad N4111 Nl"llal"bd 
tor !la.aka. 92 ofticer■ and 1888 •oliat.ed 11e11 wr• Hh.clul.cl 
'lo depal"t by tbe tint. anUul• 1;ranapon.at.ion; l\r., llG \o 
CG YlDC 10 Juna 1942, in VF II-C-1 J.laeka /12. 

41.. ~-
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d w 

I! Ql,lOORlPHIW, S'E!mPT 

Sllbltam;.lally, the toundat!aa tor \bia at.ad7 Yaa la.14 w1t,h 

a\erlal taktn fro• tWD ubs WOVONI \he Ara, Air Poro .. , Cl&N1-
• 

tied Fil• ( cit.ell ilG •1th daoiaal.) and the fll• ot AC/J.S, Pl.au 

(o1t.9Cl u 1n Ul• .tollew1n1 ~lez WP Il-C-1). Bo\b of tlleae 

ropoalt.ort ..... c1 ... u1.s la ••h a .... , \hat; 11&'-•rial Oil th.• 

il.a•lwl th•~ la r•ad.UJ aoae-■1ble. The fel'llllr, how8"1"1 

prnidu .mell ot illdirae\ 'f8l.ue and J.Doidenlal illtenat. 1a ita 

pnff&l. uaiaal clueitieaUone. Snc-al ru .. troa Th• AdJG&Dt 

Geural'• Cmval. Pila•••• touad \o 1M wl"III •tddJiq, \bnp 

IID■t. ot the p.-t.ineat material contain9d. therein d'lplicatecl 

correapandmule mre i-u411,- aff.11.abl• 1n tbe other two ru ... 

.llaaa\ witholt~ exoeption, 11bere a deciul tr• any of \be aboft 

til.. 1a Nf•rred te, t.be dHllllMUI aontillined 1n the Nat at tJw 

dN1gaa\ed 'IDltnDI hffe bffft cbeokAld. A gl..aftU- at U. ret.-enc• 

1n \he not.a nould, \h•retoN, pro-rlde a fair indioatJ.on of th• 

aat.vial ffl'ftred in additi•n lo thai filed ader "A.l&eb• 1n UM 

,., til'at. amtiou4 !11••• au or 1111ich ... ca:Ntull.7 ■U\ed. 

U'aetul intomaUcn b coat.a1aed in \be ArchiYM of \be 

Hiat.orioal DiYla.ioll under Ute ttllpOJ"ar, badin& •11..ffeatb. lir 

lorn, tiNellaneoua Da\a.• Thi• 01111.ec\Jt>n 1nelu6as ■ner&l in­

\em ... of val .. , tboup vl•l7 per,dniaa lot.he later ,-iod. .... 
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l llff!J 

oorrMpaadmilte, ....... paper allppia .. , aad a tw _.at, narrat;J:ne 

Of iacilleat.al fllM. la,pe~ fNI •....-.J. \opua U t.be SMwri. .. 

tu• in \h• Ultnr1 ot ta• Collfft.il>A DiYJ.alon., AC/AS, Int.Uta•■a•. 

:be•t.1al. for \lie rltAr.,- et t.b• o:>U1,t, apera.t.HM ot J ... 194,2 aN 

\he G-2 Perioclia lhport.a, &11<1 Nla\.ed docauta, ... 1D tb• knp1aa 

of the Ri.atiel"ial Di'ri.aloa 1Nb.ift9. GeNral.ly' ap•ld.1111 Mter.Lal 

fw.r tbe peried ban alao bean cbeaktd. l'or the 9U'l.y Mntlle .r 
1942 thq p:ronde 80119 Yal,1abl • chlN to t.be clrNl.oplamt. ot poliC7. 

orieat.atioa &Dd on.an Ylllubli •• an indica,1on or the cl1NCUon et 

])ubJ.iCJ op1A1all, 1n newpap.-. aad p.rlodioaa. Thoqh Nl.doa ref..,... 

H .apeo! rw117, .._ •• bne bNn OMfta■ed by wq ot \b• »n 'Jerk 

Time IIMln: ancl ta• nriou.a pez-iod.14al inaua .. 

- dO -
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J.C 
J.c/AC 
!C/AS 
I.C/S 
ADC 
lDF 
il'lOO 
llAIP 
APCC 
1FDPU 
.ll'IWJ 
!FIBS 
.1.r.,11 
ASC 
.lWPD 
AWS 
CA 
Cil 
C/A.C 
C/A.S 
CG 
00 
COMDICH 
c/S 
Dir. 
Eqr. ,, 
OPD 
opas. 
QIG 
Pu. 
road. 
BCI.P' 
SW 
V.G 
USI 
1fDC 
WPD 

..-,,,,, 
GI.OS SARI 

Air Corpa 
Au.laum. Chi•t or Air Corpa 
J.pia\ant CM.et ot Air start 
l.uis\ant Chiet of S\att 
J.la.aka Deteu• Co.-...K 
Al•llka Del'--• Pol"Oe 
eo..adiag G111.-a1, Anq Air Fore .. 
AC/AS, Opert.tional. Pl.au 
Air Poree Cuba\ CQM■ad 
J..C/As, ProF•• Planning 
Dir.at.or of .lir Deten11• 
D1reo\or of Bue S.-YbN 
DlNctor ot War Orpnisat,ion Ulcl llfl'...t 
lir S'"10I COMlad 
111" War naaa Din.aion 
lir Warning Senle• 
Corp• Ar• . 
C1rllian iff'Oll&•Uu Ac1111111at,ratJ.o11 
Chief or th• Air Corpa 
Chief ot lir Staff 
Cowundin& o ... ...i. 
Cneaandiq Officer 
Coatc ■dv 1a Chiet 
Cllief or st.art 
iliNotor 
EnginNr"• 
'1-1.cl Poro• 
O:pera.t.iDn• Db·iai.on, War Depariaent. 
opvat.iona: 
Qu&rtvau\er General 
Period1CJ • 
radiogr• 
lla7U, C.anaclian Air 1orM 
Secre\.aey ot War 
Tb• ldjut.ant. O..-al 
lJn1 t.ed Stat.ea Ila~ 
Wut■l'll DafellH Coeeend 
War Plaaa DiTidon, War Oepart&■n~ 
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PllLD 1111.DQUlUIII BL&'flftll Ulff AIi l()ICB 
ortioe of t.h• Aniat.un Chlet ot Staff 1-2 

APO 1980 

An Challa• 81ato17 ot tlla 
Kl..,_t.11 UST Air Poru 
15 J'.ll 42 \o 31 l1C 41 

To be •Md. aa the buia tor the 
pvMzumt. hiat.orical. rMDrcl of ll•....t.A 
4m Air ,.rce OU'l"eat.1.1 M1ly; !!!!Rllld 

.. * • * 

Celonel R:ftNt.t. S. Dana, 0-125~, ( tll• Major) and '- .U.ted. 
Mil nporW w A.laakan Depu-tam\ ( t.ha Alulla .ueteu• Q: uon4) tor 
dut.7 on 12 A.00 40, Thi.a nal.l de\actataa.t. wu \lM 'Alllanl of ~b• 
ilneath Arfq Air Perce. ;.r,q Ai.Jo lore• orpniuthln• began. to 
&Hable 1A the tbeat.ar lleg1,rurlng 21. PE8 U with to• arriftl of \he 
l8t.h 11.abt.er Squadron (t.aea i'usuJ.t, Squ.dron - .Iawrcepwr). .li&llt. 
addi.Uoaal UF \\lll.t.a ani•ed on 23 FU 41, a, 17 OCT 41 u.r OP­
ganiaati.Na oa. c1'1.1c7 in lih• t.h•at.v bad 1aor ... ecl w MICIB • u:t.•\ 
\ha\ \be Air lore• - Alaaka Daf enae Coaaand aa aot.i•awcl llft4lir 
\be OOaMDII •l r..lonlll. i"NN"\ S. Oma {NfV to \able ol uait. 
Mt.iY&U.00). 

011 15 .1.ll 4.2 the EI.Wll\tb A.r,q 111- Poree (t.herl Alaakua Ail' 
roroe) •u born - aoaa•adll(l l,,- Colonel lfferei.\ a. ua-.1.a. CIQ 17 FIB 
42 eo 1:vt,.. t.apora:rll,:, wuac (maw AR 95-60) bJ Colonel Lio•l 
ll. D'Dlllap, 0-10878. M&Jor Gea...i ,.nu .. 0., B"t.l•,. O-S24S,. (tb.u 
Coion.1) ..._. oo-and oa 8 Jill 42. Gaval Batl..er wu praaoted 
ti0 Briaadi,v Geb.•al OD 17 Mil 42, 

oa l J.ll 42 u,.. XI Pipt.w Coren• ( ~ Pro-dd.oal latveept.or) 
Ca Pd) wu acUn:ted lllldar the oo....t of IA. Col. tlo:ran 1>. 
Sillin, 0-1.,-,. 

* * • • 
The II hllT lir Poree Senice C,am:,d { t.bea Pn•1aioDal. 8..-dc• 

Co n .. ) wu N't.iYated oa 21 Ja. 42 under lh• oneetnd ot Celeul 
Lioae1 H. Dlllll.ap and succeeded oa 11 JUL 42 -, Br11adiw Oeer&l 
loben. f. Ipico (th-. Coloul). 
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.lpp..six B - ilukaa Dwt-•t S1.1ppctn1a& Plan, :U.ff•mh lir Poro• 

1PfDJIX g,. 5 

m. 
ugx•. ,-m 

JODT P1Cl1IC Fll>ITIR Pl'll§& PUii 

SUPPO&TDIO PLAI - UP AIR ,pg (W.SIA) 

1. !lYi!! 

Orm&L 
(l) o.t ... • ot ArlllJ and. lam bu .. and et.b.- ri.tal 

1-tallatt.m apiml\ laacl, a1r and ... a"-k. 
( 2) Dm1al. of u• lty --, ot air, lud Md •• bu• 

1a Alam 1111d. \h9 .Uwt.iau. 
SP!XllP'IC 
(1) Cond•I air otf--1.T• aaa,1.na\ boat.11• mftl., air, 

aad p-oWld lone• threateaw1g th• ailitar, and. utal 
dafeu• ot llub. 

(2) Coadllct. t.he pac-al air def--• of Aluka and tile 
lffal air .. r ... ot Yital &NM and •t.uitebasnt.■• 

(J) l.nabJhb and .uia\a1ll an alrcratt. •araiA& ■enice 
wi\bin t.11• llaalra o.r .... Co nMI~ 

(4) Coopwak with Jrlaftl. op«ratin& toroes 1a aoeeapll•b­
-t. ot J•inti ai.aJou. 

2. OBlAJlgATIOI 

.!• POllCIS 
(1) he Tabla •J.", Dispo■U,J.on et Unit■, Ut.h Air Poree. 

!! • OOlfJU ID 
(1) Unit.a of tM 11th 111' Fore• wUl egage 1a off'IIUift 

uul detanaift operation• u cliN.ted b7 The C<:1■ md­
in& General, A.luka DetmN Cc-wen~1 1111dlr order• 
iu11.ct 'b7' tba Co anckr, 11\hJ.ir Force. 

,. pPI.Omft 

b. -

Mticleat, op.-.\ion. b:, air foree malt.a trolll rapldl7 
cbaa,Sq baa• 1lill be • priM tuwr 1D th• air c1et .... 
ot ll.uka. Orea\ ueu, mancW ceut lia• •cl 
ditf10lll.U•• of eold ••t.her aperatien uke it acanrr 
tbat air 11Dlu mY• Wit.ll ta• ••-• aDd t.b• ■it.utioD. 
Tu\ioal wd.t. will be uaipd. aener&l abaiou, niu.ltl• 
to t.bm equ.ipMn\, nppl.amte4 a■ requiffcl bf 41etiait.e 
\.ab. 
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('l'°'I :~~· rJ ~rn l\.l_ 
' 

m,gsm nDrrm o, mp, nas 11P m'D.r.u:rm 
~ .. A.nchorap - Cook lalet. - 1-.ai P•ninnla - Prinoe WUU• 

S.lmdAr•■ 

.!• lod.11.k - laJmek - Cold laJ" AN& • 

~- l>-.oh Barbor - u.nak Ar•• 
Jl. tata.t.a., - Sitka - Ann.tu lna. 
... Bm:-1ng I• Cout. ArM~ -,. C111\r&1 i1.uan Area. 
£• Deteme priorlt.1 .. within each ar-.: 

{l) Oil at.orap au lol41ng tuUi\i• fer \IM flan. 

~
2) P....aent. ton1ficat.1on• and D&'l'al Htal>Uab.-a.u. 
,> Laport.ant. aiJ'dNaa ad other llllit.&17 en.ult••••• 

11· The aboff prioriti• v• ■uj.o\ t.o ebaage wiUl ftl'1lq 
■it.at.ion. 

iD 12BCJ AStIWM 
a. ill' '°"" a.a...,. 0p_.at.iftc .lirdro ... ,. ud St.a1:ID1 1ielda, 

b1at,.1a& lllld. Pluaecl. (SM 'fable "B") • 
l• Pr...-t plan• an to prcm.de a ••1• ot operatJ.a& air­

ct,.:,a• t.b.at will perrait • fimbl• -.ploi-m ot .lir ,.,... 
ill1'a. Thtl tollowln& t.ul.• depie\• th• aftilabilit.7, 'b7 
lqU&droalf~ of 1upply and hDu1llg fatU1t1• at \IM w.rlou 
ail'dra■11 what the plana m-• earried. 011t.. Thia bbl••• 
mt. - that. the unit.. wUl. neceuaril7 1M eo dlapoNd• 
1>11~ IA&t. they MY ~ it \he ■itu.t.ion 80 dMtnd•• 

Boab S9 {H) !!!Pi! Sq (li) hr Sg (IAt.) Pv Sg {J'} 

lbmldert field 
lod.lak 

•• • 2 .. . . . .. . 
• •I••.• I• ■•• e- • ■ • 

2 
1 

...... ....... 2 
1 
l. 

. .............. . 
• ••• ,.. l • •• 

tlllllak 
Cold Bq 
(;oraT& 
la.kilt.at 
lallllek 
l1111ett.e 
8.t.bel. 
Jmeu. 
MaGn.t.h 
J.add Field .... 

• •• l 
. . . 1 

. . . . . .. . l •••••• 
·••·•~•-•·~•··•••••• l 

• ••••••••••••••• ................ 
•·•··•••••·•·••• l ••••••~•••••·•·•••· l ••• 
•••••••••••••·•• 1 •••••••••••••••·••• l ••• 
~•-~••·•~·•••··• l ...... l ............... . 
••• l ·•••-••••••••••••••• l •••••••••••••••• 
.... 4' ............... . ........... "" ........ . l. 

1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..• 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••• 
•. 'II Ill ..... II'. 1111 ■• • ■• 

]. 

l 
• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . .......................... . 

£• Sit.a tor lon1 Paap J..ircratt Warniq Serrlce Detector St,a\iou 
1n AlHka, •1th d&\ .. 1lbtll -.ch will be Nady tor oonpaa•J' 

- 91-
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91.fBUi?r 

1t7 Sipl. Col'pe tor iaatallat..lu et "-eebn1111al eqtdia1nt.1 
(l) lbiatina tMWU•■ 

lit! nm B!lffi Ql fl&PIP! 
Aauor ... (IIDblle) flllPOJ'U'J' ait.• - 1a ep•aU.. 

-eoc11pW 

(2) PJ..aaned raclllU•, •1"' IIPPftJl[l.lat.• .... ot 
aouwa,i..a4 

ml 
Qdllla'k (Iolllak lal&lld) 

lit.la 

lalnuta C•~u.) 

MD 
... oonplecl 

, •. 28, 1942 .. 
Whlow April lS, 19-2 
Luy- 8q .April 1, 1942 
linohl ---k lpri.l. 1, 1942 
Farrww 1a1.aD4 ,_ l, 191\2 
lllml-1 (1191aak Ial.an<l) Ulldnerwinabl.• 
Yant.at April 1, 1942 
llllhqu; (·daJnU.7 et Ipablk;) 8eptaber 1,1942 
l1lipk (neinit.7 of a..nton.) S•eaber 1,1942 
Takltt.aa We\erwinlbl.• 
Wal• (Cap• Pr.lal• of Wal.ea) S.pt41.tter 1,1942 
,.,_.Jda J•Je:nl 11~• 
lialioMt Ialud. UndKendnA.1.e 
Lapn Po1Dt, (uar Pon .loll.-) Unclfterain.tbl• 
Cape lrlnot Ullde\vaiaallle 
Pe1nt. Hope Und.ewrainabl.• 
h111't ilvl'w• U~• 

m TV8 OF FVJP!PP 
Oabu4beblc 
mull• (a) 

Sn 1.a-.1.Pna-
GiHohpe\ ('a) 

IJol. pt. Rppl.ied 
or nlAu ... 
•t.,. nl....t 
htJ'M NlNNd (o) 
le\ ,-.t. nl ..... (4) 
lo\. 7ft ni....a 
lo\JWt,,Nl....a 
.. t. 7-' Nl--...d 
•ty.t,nl....a 
lat 1• nl....t 
l~TflJ. Nl.....i (e) 
lo\;ranl..,._ 
lot ,- nle&aN (e) 
•t. 7A Nl-..4 (t) 
ID~,- r.lu.ao& (t) 
., , .. rel ..... i•> 
•t. JC "l.....S e) 
lo\ :,9' rra1 .. ec1 •> 

(a) lbpMt l1ll.l operat.ioa prvr w..,.. lSth. 
(b) Date of NaupulC7 by Sip,l Corpe n&arded 1'7 

•lat.er weath_.. •ndi~•• Iateraat.Lm 1a I.bat. 
-- teaMical .. ~ .. been all1ppN .. 
81.t.ka. 

(e) Prel.iM1nar7 oonaU'IIOtiea •rk bu Nin •\art.ell. 
{d) Will. Mke NOOaillldat,iou that aih 1M ~ 

lo Cape ClUN oa ~ Ialllld w aecm'e \lie 
bet.t.er OOW"erap &Yail.able ~-

,.,. Fiul nrnJ' DO~ 7-' ONpl.t.ed. 
(t} Suney caaplna4, report. u4 .. ,tut. Nia& 

writt• aat topep-.ph1oal. -, be1nc ...-... 

-'¼1 ..,,.. - CtJNt-lOcN I lA~ 
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DISPO§ITl>ft OF yma, llffl .\P fflBGI 

!ere!? 1, 1942 

t Ff P\tl4e r,rt. u,.,,,,,.,, lJ 11¥· 

llearlcl1llll'ffNI • ileadqaart,.,.. Sqadroa, U\b llr PeNe 

11eac1qun_.. • ~ a,. 2&11 C.,Oai t.. Gna, 
?lnl •--iZ"c:.• Squ«rea (llaclia) 
~ I Squiiroa (..._la) 

P1"0Yia1oul lateratpktr Ormand 
1BU1 Pur11111i SqaadNa c:tat. ...... ) c1 .. 1 ruatat,) 
lltb P.-..s., t¼p'edNn ( Iat....,ter) 
Sipal Co...,-, liNraft Ware1aa .. Alub-

• 1nt•n lJr .... 
Beadqur\en • Badquar\en lqaNnn, l3r4 Air BaN Ol"01lp (lelnt) 
24t.h 11r a... Squuon, 2,i. ill" BaH &,np (&e1arorN11} 
,)bt. Mat.ari.111 Sqacl:toD., 23N Air B•• GrNp (Jtehfol'Md) 
'2ad, Jlat.eriel. Sqa.._, 23rd lil"' Bu• Chwap (Ba.ta.lbr-... ) 

1!102ad ing1neer lat.\allon (.1.Yl.at.ion) (&tpt.rat.e) 

699\h ()J"d::mae C-,aq, (!nation) (Coapoalu) 

748\h Ora • eo.p.n, (Anatien) lA-ir a .. o) 

687\h 01°11111loe ea.,.e, (.tn.a'-ion) (PrauU,) 

442Acl Orda••• CN9•• (!nation) (._...._,) 

)rd Q-.nUIIUt.er' Co11p91Q' {~) 

38'Ua Q~ COlllflUT (Licht 1'&1ntenaaM) 

18\la Sl•tl Platoon (U.r Bue) 

401th 1'i&Ml C0111P&07 (A TialJ.oll) 

4JOIA s1pa1 lla1Dtenanc• eo...,. (J.Yiat...,) 

tn Tarp\ Deta.ot..-

- 93 -

• 
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958 



• 
; 

- -• 

C 

.. 

This Page Declassified IAW E012958 

At.r Corpa D&acbmct, Weathm-

Decontee1m+-:loa l>et,&obam\, Chm.cal Warfare Sc-ri.ce 

Medical O.W.C.....,, ilukaa ilr Bu• 

2,. layal lit SH4:Jon (Pon Fl!Mf), l,diak, .A.lfm, 

36tJa loabardMDt Squdron (a_.,,) 

,Upt.• l8t.b. Pvalli\ Sql&MrOA ( Ia\ercep\or) 

Air Corpa ••t.ur Detecb-t. 

ira:, ill'Wqa (!-•!li•t.iou SJ"Aell Detaallalat 

,._ IM9':1\ !d94\91 F1el.cl, A.luk&. 

ilP D.tiaebnat, ilukan li.l' Bue 

.lir Corp• ... t.b .. Det,acbMat, 

ua, J.irs1.19 Cct_n, oatJoa1 Syat.a Deuoballlt 

5. Ot.l\!£ .l1£ 9¥:a, -. !!!:be£ Dtta•hapn• at 1 

I.add J'1eld1 fairbuu, Al.aka 
Ottar Pela\,. AJ.uta 
.... U•lb 
liorth9&7,U..ta 
C.U8q, il•a 

6. OY!:fl: AE!IJ Al.£!m Ct r D1ff!Je9 sue Dae \! tis 

Ladd 1iel.d., fairbanlm, .ll.uka 
lalmek1 Aluka 
Cold .la7• .llalla 

- 94 -
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&! ... 

AXJl f9JCI BY¥, oilll ~ffJL;° ffAgJF ftB:93, 

l!ce l, 1942 
1. AdnanNI opera.\ia& airdrolll■• new uatllr ooutrua\.wn, _. 

dat.M whm liaiMi-4 op.-at.i.o• t.Mrefl"ell MY be ,-.n,1e1 

.!• 

l!.· 

.!.· 

j. 

~· 

lakata\ - - - - - ~ ,. - - - - - - - - llarell 1, 1942 

Arme\.\e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Manh 1, 1,42 

Cold Ba, - - - - - - ... - - - - - - - Mpril 1, 1942 

CorckJft - - - - • - - - - - .. - - • - April l, 1942 

Omak - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - .. - V.,- 1, 1,42 

, . Jlakaek - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - J..:lJ" l, 1942 

.&· Bethel - - - • - - - • - • - - - - - Jul.J 1, 1942 

A· JUBMU - - - - - - .. - - - - - - • - illl.:f 1, 1942 

1· 1'otl8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ...... 1, 1942 

2. .lirdroa■ 'llhich nDW are or 11b.lab wlll 'be aftllable for ••• 

!• La4d '1eld, Fairnna • Alr Corpti Cold lf•\ber feat. 
Pn•tl•llr an ~u Corp• Depo\, iep1ac...- cm.-
or Air Bue. A'ftilable now tor one (l} Sq1:laaoD, all7 
,,.,. OOllltat. mation. 

R• Gal.ea - St;•&iAI eel t-rSCo1 - •UT!!!!· 

!.• Bi& Dal.ta - Su.giq and IM:r&tnCIJ' - ..... !!i!!• 

!,• le,tm,&7 ~ ltap111 ad &.r...,- - B•d;r ~• 

.!• llcQra\h - Opc-a1.~ drdroM - 111,111.t l, 1942. 

,. Pon hiden - Stqlng and IMrce-=7 - n1:t l, 1942 • 

.&• Ga}k:Mf .. Prapon4 Opvat1JI& ill"U'W bu ...S.lAJd 11'7 
iadeterminat• due to ,mlen .. ecmat.rm.Uaa dltfinl.'1• 
ilnolfl.111 aittalale eoll Md_... 
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18 

t4 

,a 

to 

1'1 

,a 

:1un::i 
P!l:Jloatt:> J ••11 
"''"i,lillllla! 
0 " C,UA'TlllQ ., 

~ lilR".Jlttlt 
~ ~ S'J'A:U:ta s t1ru 
tr .. l}a,01 
0 .. A~rltl'tll 5°03• 

0, .. llffr!Q. «1'47' 

$: '" J»;:i 11::tTA ¢(1!t 

0., !)QUI 8-"' !e"u• 

o ... toa~o!IA ®"2S>• 

•-~car 6t°l?l• 

s-i~ ¢43• 

o .. (;Ul,IO.,'lb, ,;r:.°u7• 

0-JUlmAIJ sa"=, .. 

0""f;:r.l•~ ~4:1• 

o- u;p ~o&f' 

0l'ltJ~3A'f"d tit'ro• 

O.,.Nl\!Clla st-46~ 

!l - lita!' 6f$2• 

6• liQ!ir:-!IIJJ.v e;f;'l;I• 

5.,.~ ~~~ !1)'.G'~• 

o .. Wll,ll! s:t:a• 

0,. im'TAT $>0~· 

LOO~'l'~J RWIIAYS 

.:::: 
!!l § 2 

ai "' j I .. 
g 

!1~ s .., 

i,h"S!I• .i:10 KiC00 1-'5000 

-~·•4p 3' t-!l(lOO 

.145°"15' taxi l-eSOO 
·"'l!:'J 

~6t'43• 00 2-ZiXJO 

14!l°Sl' a, ~ 

.~O,,i• ,w ~ 
s-i!JlO 

,w~• f:'ll .,.,.:,:)00 t-4:JCO 

,4:f;;:,• ~ ~ 

•~"s;I• z KOOl) 

la:loil!:l• 2) t-,i.:0-;) 
•..r,-

141'3?' ~» ... ~ 
l!lS? 33) ~ 

~~~ 

156"4:I• t::-:l ~ t-ecro 

-,iz'25• 100 1"'43XI ··-
141°!!8• 

-~ 
1"5X!O 

l~llO• go 

407"53• :,0 1..s;;o,:) 

~S9°S6• 30 ~ 

IIUWA't S~FA!:£ •111cirm ~ 
.!. lr:• .. ,:,is\ 

s e !!a ' 

i tfl'J;t; t> 

i " .. !e 8 
., 

=sf ! M rllaiag~ !IJ 
If :l! " .. -" ., ... 

a-~ !'.!AJ:J,D,111 111,011),a 9!1,(JO(l t,05(),000 
i-,;«x) 
:i.,:;:x;o. $ANO OU,S 40.or:::> ~.c,tlOQ 

Gllll~ Ml'RAI.T ~.coo 400;000 

NOiJt AOl'II.U.1 !l!l,tlOD 1,550,000 

1:1.-:;;;;1;0 {;#M,'tl, -~C::l::ll:'fl! ~.coo 1,1'.l!!O,OOO 

~l:T~ ~CR!:tl! e,IXf.l s,OllO,ooo 

~ l;~ll) ,\UI'.$ S,O/JO ~,Q()i). 

J~:l(l :10;t A~~'I' J'l:l,IXJO 600,000 
~ 

C~.A•.!$!... i:s~ 11;,(JOO ®,Qt'lO 
1-=:-.:00 
j,,6,j-;)l) to~r;r.,az ce~c=m t«l,@ h ll!t'.l > ()(;O 
■-~h 

l~tt co~::..~ CC!IC!IJ;N t~;o::Q 

1-.Seoc> ~ At\ll!W.T B,000 1,0lib,OCO 
1--

~ &1,11:1 M!PIIM.T 000 t;>'Ca),C)(JI) 

Z,..:;;x:.,;) ~;w..:i, A::mm :.ro,= 1,55!),®!) 

(lftlr.V(;f. MP!W.T fDe•,lllO 

.a.moo mi11t IUffA&.1' ~®.<JOO 

~ m:.c At~ ~000.000 

l!,o-,000 co.~ CO!ICR£1'~ <ffi),000 ,.OfiO,OIXI 
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A.ppadh C - Airtielda 

IXDA.CT fNJA 1-'t.er, Bq. 'IDC to TlGii 18 J\lly 1941, aabJe8'. "W•H 

ot Aluta, Ur Cab&t. Ua1u," alp,td Lt.. 0.0. D•i-\t,• 1A ilG )81., 

Alaaka. 

* * * * 
2. !.• The pnac\ ■t.at.ua of a.1rt1•ld oanat.ruct.1oa wUl 

pera11i t.he lite ot air ua1\a u toll.owe: 

J)...,&,rf 11.i, - 6 94-.adrons 

La4d. Field 

hdhl£ - 2 aqa. uoa:\ s.,-. 15 

• l aq. aboll\ 111&• 15 

• l aq. abeu.t. Sei»'. lS 

Adclit.io.ul Cil ail"tielu a..-. 1>11• aa\boriled. &ad. ar• 1a 'fU7ial 

de&re• or couV11C\ioa: 

B.t.bel hdetinit.• • award p.,.ente, .. nt..- M 
eoavanecl •t.anl 

Bi& Del\& - 60QIJ" ■vt ... :ra .,.. •1'-

iolllldary 20S 
60 -· 

• pataa of tl.U.. 
Suitable tor lhd.-.. 

1Ql 
open.Uoaeaq_. 

CoJ'doT• 90 da.Ja _, tor f.U i.act. 

Gulkana indet1111\• 
- award , ..... - 90dqa 

llcGrat.11 iad.t'illiw • •ard 

lakuk 0 120 daJ'• .... 6°' 30 da,- 1 na-.y 
60 da7• reaaialA& 

rumt&ya 

~ 7Sday9 . ... .. • 
414'- l~t)'~ f \ D t N\ \~ t 
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.IJll>BA.IDUI POR THB CHIV OP Tim IJQll' AIR FCaCl!S: 

SllbJeet.: llaport of Iupeeti.on of Alaskan lc:\1"flt1N 

J. DiNUNt.n of Cond.l\iona and ProbltU or Kach of the 
Acti.-lt..i .. Ken\io11ed 1n Paragn.ph 2 above • 

.!• Junnu. 

Thia landiDa field 1a being co.ut.ructed under \he nper­
vialon o! the CU.. The ~Jort.nwesWoutheu\ laa.ding strip ls 
eat.iated to be 70,, complete. The eat.ima.t•ci dat..e or ooapletion, 
including \ha Monb..south ta:d strip is Decuber 15. Whei1 COllpl..t..ed, 
opC"&t.icne can he conduct.eel .from this thld wid9r tawrabl• ••t.Ja• 
conditions. Tne field b gur?'OllDded by high hiU• which llOul.cl Mk• 
oporat.iag theretro.11 extraaly ditticu.lt. and dangerous in bad weathlll'. 
A let-do111 throu,b an overcaa •uld. bl & da.nceroua pt"Ocedure. Wb• 
t.lda f'i.t.d i• coaplet.9d it. will ha•• two runwa.711 5000 b7 JOO lMt. • 
.Aluka. D.ten.N pla.o.a call tor it.■ -,ae a1 u operat.iDg b&ae. 

Then 11 no boasing aYail.able at tJ:da tiae tcr Nnioe 
peraonn•l ■ 

!• S•Ed· 

Thia ti•ld l• b•ing cou\ruc\ed. under the wpff"fi■1-
ot tae CU. Tb• &r&clin& bu DMD. eoapleted wt the 300 bJ' 2600 l.-d1nc 
at.rip. AddlUonal .,rk • IIUl'laeiDa wit.h •hal.• and gr&Yel. is 
uticipated.. 1bu tield le too maall to be used a.a an opez■atua 
tteld. An •:tt,ewdon ot the runwq mald be ext.r...i,- dittioult. and 
00.tl.7. 'l'h1• field ia no\ bein,a con•id.erod in an.1 capacit.t ill tu 
llaska Defense Pl.la. 

Thia lleld 1a bcl11g conatructed under 1'"7 •11Pania1D11. 
Oae 51.00 toot runway, oae 3880 foot run:wa7 end one 2400 toot na97 
haft been coll!(>leted. 'fh e e:xt.e•ion or the 2400 loot PU11.•7 to '1500 
r .. t baa been re•Jllfflended IJ,- tne ADC .eni concurred in by toe 1'nt•rA 
Det,nse Comnand. Landings at Kod.iak Wider ad•••• weat.ber eondl\.ioaa 
21.111t be ud• troll t,be a>uth or .itore alde ot the field.. vthtA 
ooaplet.ed, it th• •xt.enaioa ot one rum11.7 to 7500 r .. t. i■ cthorised, 
t.he t.lel.ci will conaiat ot two l'Wl-.,S 5000 b7 1.50 ffft and one 1'Q11W&7 
7500 b7 150 teat. Aluka Defense .t'lans call tor ita tt'99 •• an 
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.-rat.in& baae. Laadinp troa tile •rt.b• •J"lbeaal. er ~ 
•uld. be iapo•ai.bl• under 10• ceiling eondi.Uona ,me \o \Ila. 
~u• t.errain in t.hn1 clireet1on•. Tbe ext•uiJ>a of Ule 2400 
foot rumray to 7500 would Mk• lan:11ng1 under the abDT• eoadi\lou 
ot weather rela.t.1•el3 sale fro& the aouth ngardl-■• •t wiAi 
oondit.ioa•. 

Hov.sing tor groWld uoopa now th.re 1a appro::dutel.J' 
8QJ. ceaplete. lo boulag tor Air Corps peraonnel hu ~- 1tanecl. 

!l· RJ&tola lv:W• 
Thll'• is no l.andin& field at Du\cb Harbor. Flaa• ..., 

baan completed. .tor conat.ruct.ion ot a field at Ott• Point on t1aak 
I•laad. Tho Join\ Board bu a.pp:teTed the construct.ion ot this 
field, aa W1tll u tbe st.agini fields a't. Cold Ba, &lld Port, Heidla. 
Undar th• preHnt. plan■, Otter Point is t.h1 a,at west.em field to 
be eat.abliebacl alrJa& t.h1 ile\lt.lan Chain. Tb.h tield shoal.cl b1 bla:llt 
and shelter proTicled tor operations of purauit, •• well u h1..,,.­
'bom.bal'dunt. a.irpluaa. Conatruct.St>n or ahelhra tor airplaa.H .a.QJA 
proceed llilm.lt.ueoual1 •1th Utat oL the ~- Wind condi\1.oaa 
1A t.b11 l8call'1' r1gi1t..eriA& gust.a 1.1p t,o 100 &ilu an hour WDal.4 
m.a.lre operaUon1 iltpractl.eable witbDu\ 10ma ld.nd of airpl.ne •Itel.ten . 
.llaab Defeu• Plana call ftir it.a•• u aa opua.t.in& b&N. It la 
bellned that. tor the ,upon ot J.oma-ran&• planning and a pouibl• 
ut.wion of tillda nat.ward, t.hat. a prel tatnary llm"ffY aboud INt 
Side of t.be AlN'ltian Iel.Nlda out u far ea A tt.\l laland. 

* ... * * 

!.• 1RW¥1aa: { MeH! Creek}. 

Tbia tlelcl 1• bel.Da oonst.n.ot.,4 Wider- t.be aupWTidlNl of 
t.b• Cil. The oa• IJort.beuWouthwea, l.arul1.ng auip ,ou MR c.... 
plated. The eat.lft lenat,h r,l J'UMlq b H'alleble tor 1•1ng. Ill 
paring ia coat.ll!lpla1;.-1 at. 1ihia \1- •• alllt.ioic, funu are aot. 
aTailaDle. WhM aoaplet.ed 'Ul1li tiel4 will have IW l'\lllftJ8 5000 
bJ 300 te.t. lt.e un u a ,ta&in& field i• cont4111plat.ed in 11.uka 
Weaae Pl.Ana. 

l.· Bk Del\a • 

8ein1 caut.ructed undllr t-h• nper•ieioa ot tile Oil. Bo\la 
l.uuliq atripa an ooaplm •4 aftilabj.• torl_,,_ Mpbalt. ■artaoiDI 
wlll. be aaao-,Uu..t 1n tlM apnft&. n. eeaplllWd. \b.11 tltll.ct will 
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...... 
l\an t.wo l"UWq1I 5000 b7 300 to-1.. Aluka D•l-- Plan• call tor 
111 ue a1 a st&&ln,i till.d. 

Ho hou•ing i• anil.able !'or 1«-Yic• personn•l• 

ao1ng constructed under the superriaion ot au. Tu 
Eut.-W .. t. !'Wlwa7 is cc.11.plet.ed ~p\ .tor hard aurtacin1. Thia 
l'IIBQ.J 1a 250 teet. wid• b7 :3,.200 teet long. Th• lorth■-so11t.b ~ 
ILu •• cleared, grabbed and at.ripped wit.la t.b• artaoe -.o\ll. 
Oracli.ng baa noC be• coapl.et.ed. l.andinp can be aade en the lu'­
Wa\ nmn7. Aaphe;tt 8\U'tae1ng -.ill be aceoapllehed il:l th• Spriag 
•t 19/+2. Wben coaplet.ed this t1eld will han t.1JO rumraya ;ooo .,-
300 feet.. It.s use aa a ,ub-bue iB contemplated. 

No houaing ia aT1ilable ror aer,-ic• per~nn•l . 

.h· GtJ.ena (lhsat Rub1}. 

Beihg oonat.ructed. undel" the auperdaion ot the Cil. 
A. runway 6000 te.t. long and 500 feet. ldde has been cleared e.nd 
brought t.o a rouat:i grade. A gra·reled runway 4000 reet. lon& is 
available tor landing. Aaphaltia concrete paving b planned tor 
thia runway dUl'ini the eUllll8r of 1942. l'hen completed thh !isld 
will nan two nnwaJ15 5000 by 3<» re.t. Alaska. De!'eue Plana 
call tor its vs• aa a staging tield. 

lo bousing ha8 been built for senic• p•r801Ulel. 

Being conetruct.ed ll!ldel" aupwrYision ot CM. Bot.a 
.runn,a 5000 b7 ,00 feet. ha,-o b•en complet.ld ncapt. !or hard-
1urtacing. Both :run••11 are aTallable tor landing. Th• preeat con­
t.raet includ•• t.be aepbal. t. eurfacing or rumra1 ou t.he Nort.n-So,d,h 
lading •trip. Thi• •ill be aaoo11PU■hed in th• ___. or l 942. 
Aluka Def •me Plana call tor i1ia \&Se aa an oporat.inl titild. 

Bousia1 15 approxiaatsly 8% ccq,let• !or the gE"QWl(1 
garrison. 1fo beu1ing i8 arul.able tor lir Corps troops. 

Being conatruct.ed wider the a14>...,ieion ol \he CAA. 
The liortti.uWOULhwest run-,- ilN been at.ripped, grublted. and &ndecl '° a roaah grade. A 200 toot. at.rip,. 4500 feet. lona bns been .-othell 
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and 1a a.ffilul• fer 1aml1np *• th• p-oud b tro••• h fmlda 
aN a...Uabl• tor pauq, bll\ IID\b l"IUllrql w1ll be tnat.ecl Wi.Ul a 
MIil-road. ab. of NDkv hel. Tae field with abo"f• aartaeillg will 
• eoapletllcl 1n \Ml apriq ot 1942. 1'HII capl.11\«l t.h1a field 
ld.l.l. ban t.,m J!"QllD79 5000 Ir., )00 f•t. lluka Def ... Plana •&11 
tor it,a 1111• • u oi,er•tin& tield. 

Wo houing 1a anillibla tor Hnic• t.roopa. 

h1ag oonav.c\ecl eclR the eup■rn.■1- of \he CU.. 
Boap arad1nl bu bem ooap.let.ed aa tbe llortJl-Soat.h Mlftlf&J', cl.Nrllll 
and gnbl)1ng la being done on t.b• lut,.W•t. raawaT. Ludinp can 
be .-de on t.h• Ion.Mouth rmpra7. I\. 1a pl.ailed. to at;ab.lU.M the 
mu.re widU. at lb.• lortb-South r...,- dl&rinC t.h• ..,._. ot 1942. 
Stabillution •Ul conaiat. er upult. -.laion, ■and aht.ve. Wla,m. 
ooapl-'ecl t.hia tiwt wU1 oouiat. ot ho nmwa,- 5000 bJ 300 fMt,. 
11,• ue a■ ua operat1D& field la cont.lllll)lated. 

lo bna1Dg 1■ a-nilaltl.• tor ""1" ,--Nllllel. 

l· CoJ:dm· 
BIIJag CGGAncted lllld.- tJI• llll)ll'TilliOD et Ule Cll. 'ftle 

la.at-Wen l'UD1M.7 baa i.. rou.p grad.eel and a at.rip 200 t..t. b7 3500 
tee\ 1a &ftilabl• tor l.aad.SD&. llol"k 1• prosa-••in& OD grubbJag of 
tb• lonb-Sola\b ~&J'. Gradlng •f \bi.I rm•T 1ISll ProNbl7 be 
aNpl.e\M with tile tmada now aftilable. PlaM ba•• IMaa drt.11:l tor 
a amcre\■ landing st.rip oa t.b• •-'• ot th• But.-Wen. l'UJf&T, wt 
.fmlda are not. a....Uule. lb• COJIP].e\ed Ude field 111.U cauut of 
\w Nall.,.. ,000 b7 300 f'Mt.. DetenN PJ.aa• call tor iu ue .. aa 
operat.1q fi.eld. 

So houiag la arnilabl• tor •V'Yioe peraoanel. 

I• I•iJ!Wc1 

Bajq COil■~.« bJ' Antr eng1n .. n. O.e caner-. 
rwnr&7 7500 tea long u4 150 f..t W1d.• (5-4S° 1f Kuwa1) bu bNll 
ooaplet.ed.. A •trip 5000 teet. bJ' 150 tNt 11a• bNa aoaplat.ed on 
\he 8-4,,C, A l"IUll'&J'• AD addl\lonal 1270 feet ••• bdng ..,rked on 
and wa■ da• tor C011Plat.lon 117 D•abv 1., 1941. All addit.lollal atJoip 
12)0 ten lon& will be oNpl.fl.ed uxt, sprin1. Work u pro&f' ... in& 
on the han&&r ad apNn area. Th• 111gl.uer intcu:aed •• t.u.t. not.hiag 
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C11Nftf)f N n 41 

1'U lMinc don• oa \he .._. .... n11111q aa • t&mda ••re aniu!Dle. 
It. 1• b.U.n• \Ila\ \ht tw J'1lllWq9 ••• are nttlaiem. t.-
operaUeu tNa \lli ttald. .. .... , an, aaat,..11at tan m1p 
.,.14 luill\ate eperat.iom. n.r ... Pl.au call for it.• an ,. u 
eper&\1.ng field.. 

Jloua.!q bu IN• COJll)let.ri tor th• p---•• Gl'Olllld 
P••m.i. lo cmnruet1oa has bee atan414 tor Air Corpa perRlllllll ..... 

!l• )l_!!,l.aka\la {Anne)• lf1M4}. 
Being const..rM\ed by J.nv -,1.nee?"a. The lortlrwut.­

Scnl\lleu\ ~ llu been padN. l tapon.r., auadea nrfaoe 
100 f•.t. 'llldie bJ 4400 reet. long bu NG 0011Plete4 and thil strip 
u rn.il.ul.e tor lmultn&a. Cl-.ria& on the lort.h ... t..Sout.lllf..t 
l'tlll1IIJ7 1a approxlaawly' • oClllp]..t..d. Work bu been •~ on 
the banpr &1111 apl'9n ar•. The ..t.Jaate4 dat.e of c..pl.UO. 1• 
Ooteber., 1942. llhc ooaplet..cl tbe field 1d.l.l. conai•t. ot tao na_,. 
,000 "1 l,O f'••• It.a ue u ea. opwat.ing baa• 1■ cnt.llplawd in 
the .Uuka »et .... Plaa. 

'fb. ... 1q ,llas •• onplet.ed tw t.he Groacl ,--.--. 
DOW \here. • bouiac 1• aftllable tor ilr C.r,a \roepa. 

• * * .. 

(Sgd) 

kU C. l1.J. 
L•. ColoMl., A1r Corpa • 
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.lpp..U.X D - St.al.ion Li.ta 

11.'li&.Cf 

AIi COJlPS STATlOI UST 

* • * 
2nd iaY.iaiol'l, Veb. 10, 1941. 

ornoen lnlla\ecl ... 
Unit Ot.bel" Other 

Unit. 9Ml!!! 1.c. Braaob A.C. Branola - -
ilr Core, 

28Ul Coapo■lt.e Op Bq It .llq 5q X 18 232 

l.8tih fur Sq (I) X '' 157 

36th Bollb Sq (I) X 71 206 

73rd Boab Sq (K) X 5l 217 

23rd Air Bu• Gp liq & Bq 3q (Rein!):&. ll lll. 

24th A.ii' Bue Sq ,(R) X I l4J 

:,i.t Iat.eriel Sq X s 203 

)2ndl&\vhlSq X ' 2)) 

.... th .. Dfl, X l u 
('• c-d.cat.iona Dllt. lC 1 u. .. .. 

Tow 'lar&•t. l'lipt (Sep) X -1 _Jti ... 
Tou.l 17' 15'2 
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. 'j:'-( ',, .~ 
r:~"r·'"'Uf;f1f 

. 11!:l"banka 

' 0fflnr1 lllia\e4 ._ 

w Vnl.t. Other Otaw .. Uni!, 014 !!! i.e. Branch 1.a. Bnpoh -
D9'utama trea -1.t,e a\ Anobor~1• 

... \Mr 0. X l 10 

eo-••a1-1ou Det. X ..l ~ 

Tot.al 2 20 

lak3't&t 

llea\ll ft' De\ 0 s 

CoJaU.ioatlona D9' 0 a - -
To\al 0 16 

!f!tlag,la 
" 

WNt.hlll" 0-. 0 a 

Coaw,ioatio1111 Dft 0 8 - -
Tot.al 0 16 

• * * 

r 

r,ONf\Ot.N rtll 
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~ 
r' n I\I !'"! rf •jTrt t 

:&I'l'Rlc;T 

.. let Ind. {lt.r., Aal't. Ch., ASC to CQ AAF, 24 Jlarch 1942) liq. U.1' '\i0 
CG ASC, :,0 .lpril 1942, in ilG 400.345, Aluka . 

... 

• Su'O"ject: Strength and OOllfOaition o! &1r 8L"Tia:on tor ilaska. 
I 

-It * * 
[data flamiahad b7 Openti•n• DiY., ID, GB under date of 23 J.J)l'"il 1942] 

I.• Proaea\ 

n. 0r •• :i,-, Kodiak )6t.b loab Sq (H) 'J7 Ot!icera 229 II 
Dst 18th Pur. Sq (I) 8 32 

:n. Gl•llll • Umnak Det. .l.C. D.t Weat.h«-
(il&sk&} 0 2 

Ladd Field, Fairbanu A.C. D•t CWT 36 170 
Bue let. (A 'fD) 6 70 
Dn .l.C. Dlt\ Co--.ni-

o:at.J.ou (ilaaka) 0 JD 
De\. 1.C. De\ leat,her l .10 

"' ~. 1\. Riabardaoa, Anoborace A.G. D.t. r..,..»ntc .. 
,1on. {.llaaka) l 75 

'I A.C. Det Wat.her 
(Alaska) 4 uo 

&dABq, 
IQ " !ti 3q 12 ].(ff 
24th 1 B Sq 8 ill 
)18\ ..... Sq 10 176 
:,aad.Ma;,Sq 10 176 

2St.b Co .. Op 
lq. llq Sq 11 232 
Hq • llq Sq llt.11 lS l,S 

73rd ._. Sq C•) Sl 246 
fflb Bollb Sq_ (JI) 51 '46 

lhcl De\ l I 
.. 11\h Pur Sq (I) u 21.0 

18th Pur Sq {I) (-) 33 178 
f' Med Det. l a 
.- JW Bet (A B) (AWl) l ,. 

Tow Ta.rp\ Det. 9 42 
re;. 

1 Yant.at. tadia1 Field D.t. A.:C. Weath• 0 5 ~ 
(11Mka) 

Det. 1.C .. D-. Cr 
cation• (11■) 0 2 
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ft. GleM lint. yet. deaipa"9d 

.2.• 813\h. Sngr. Bn. (1va) (Sp) At. pn..n ,d.t,h 2D4 AP 

!• transport Sq (16t.h Tranap Sq rtlCOIWl.endlcl bu.\ ao\ aoffd) 

• * * 
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tiZI 
i ,, 1 .. 

r,01\\n r,f N1' ~t 
lpp.udix I - Aircraft. St.a.tu 

•• 
l 

<I;., SG-$P-503 . ...... 
I AJ..P !mPLUIES O!f HilrD IM AUSIAI THD.Ull (ll!II AIR JOIC&) 

¼ Ut,e 1941: l AR£ 19't2. J .Im l~ 19 ,_ 1942 

a.-17 l 6 • 
8-24 - - - 9 
Ll-,0 2 l 

B-10 1 l - -
~ B-18 u ll 9 u 

B-2~ - - l 
a-26 - 7 2l 29 

~ - 7 • 
P-3' 20 lS ll 12 
P-'J? l. 
P-31 - - .ao .. 
P-39 - 1$ 52 
P-40 24 49 51 
P--4.3 - 1 

C-)9 l 1 
c-40 - 1 
C-47 l l. 6 
C-49 l 
C-53 - 6 6 6 
Uc-64 - - 1 3 
C-67 l 0 
C-7) - l 0 

l'f-7 It ' ,,. L-l - 2 
L-4. 2 
0-l.9 2 -

• CIA-5 l -
r . ~-
,... Stat.iAioal Coavol D1 Yia1oa 

• Ottlce of Keaepw~\ Cont.al 
aa Jlaroh 1944 

- 1C'f1 -
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r•iu,,. 
BITRlCT :t'roa radiogram, 84. WDC Cc 4t.b Ar,q to Ch. of S\atf., Op. DiT., 

154S, ) June 1942, CII--Il-09S9 (~), aipad 0•1tt. 

la or 2 June 19~2 ihia 1a the phy•lel.l i.ce.Uon ot a.1rplu• 

in 1la•ku* 

At. Ladd Field 4 P-:)6l 

At. Port. Randall 12 B-26 

A\ 11.MndDrt 

.lt Jort. Glem 

.lt. Fort GreeJ.T 

21 P-40 
2 B-18 

7 &-17& 
15 P-l9F 

4 P-36l 
s ~l.Sl 
l LB-30 
a &,.26 

20 P-38 

12 P-40 
lo P-40 

3 P-36& 
2 B-18 

itCampa.N \hl.a NpOl't with t.h• data p:nn on p. 1.5 ot the t•xt, pl'Uellt. 

•t.lldt'. ippann c:U.screpaneiee a-. d11• to the -iu1:t.tJ.nc up, on or 

a.ear~• dat.e glven1 of \he 1quadron1 ot P-40'• ud B-26'1 sta­

t.ioaed in t.he .lleut.1.au. Compare also wlth th• report .tor 3 Jae 

1942 gi nr. 1.n thi• appendix. No at.t.einpt 1a ade to &OCOUD\ tor 

certain llinor ,:U1cr~pancies between theH two docuact■• 

-1'j\lN lJ\ 1~0:1 
,t 
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1ppendh F - Combat. 1-..riN 

S.bJNt.1 

BlTBlCT 
6 Jri1y' 1942 

TIie Cc>n nc:11111 Officer. 
the C.Jallnder, Aluk:an Sect.or 

INl:dn1 at. D11tah Barbor - :report. oa. 

• * • * 
S.....-,1 

PIRST B.ID ( Jae 3) SICOID um (-"IM 4) 

frtIFONM 
iolih\v9 
UDiwBollNN -I BoriMDtal Jh,awa 

Th• type of alrcratt. ued b7 Ute ..., bu b ... 'fWlollllJ' 
1clll\t.UJ,ed. AU wor• lllleel-t1JM1, •1n&l►-clne4 amopl.aaa; 1, 1-
beilffed t.ba\ &U had rnr&c\abl.. l..aadl.q per. 

J!o!bf DNpp!4 

PIIST lllm 

16 200 (?) lb 1to111b a 
18 500 (?) U,ahcaaba 

SBCOIID am 
27 ,00 (?) 19 .._ 

TOnL: 16-200 lb and 4S-S00 (?) lb boaba. 

P fE!Opl Canal.t.1•: 

llVI 1111! 
I laq Dead 33 Dead 
l Karine Corpa De&cl 

...! Si- Drake Pupt Sood Daad 
mUL W » 

.. t,., ,, Canalt!• I 
The oal7 ■erioua •tvial oanal.t.iel were t.he lon of tOlll" 

6666 barrel tuel oil i•■, 22,000 barrel■ r..J. •ll, 625,000 pllone 
d1• .. l oil, the baraiag ot th• lorUIINetel"ll llpP...,,rka and 1A\v1or, 
and the b'llfflil&g oft.be 1uue aanhol&H. :&fticlat. tiN fiab,t.111& 
npeniaed bJ JlaJor o. P. Gftt•••, u.s.ll..c .. ad Pin c~.r, Harold .To• 
Daria prn•tecl t.he apreadln1 of fin tna tit• anboa•• to \he wlldU 
oil Ynka. 
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• 

Bq llff911\ll Ail' PorN 
1.1.r S"'1kiJtc Group (T.G .. &.,l 
IODill, lLASD 

SUBJICT1 8Ulllll,PJ' of ()pant.lo■• t.o June l.OtJl • .., 

'IO I - in.1 Gn..-al, Uuu o.fenN M, Pon liobardaon, 
1la■ka. 

* * • 
The cloat oft.he da7 f'Dundt /J;t,,e teU.111.nc repe:rt i• fltr tile 41.h ot 

, .. ;; 
l Ll-30 washed out at. Kodiak Nt.\U'IWlifNII .llaendllrf llald. 

l B-26 Lt.. Tbombrollgh n.h■iA& owr Cold Bq. 

l B-17 t.~. llana!ield lliaaiac 1A act.ion. 

l 1-26 Lt.. ta,lor - ■ho\. in aot.1o11 - on 01' ccw■, ■■ion. 

2 P-4Qt ■ abat. c»1ID 1n aotioD. 

The Alr S~ri)d.111, Force had bWll ahi.tt.tld eouidwabl.J' aa the 

ait.u\ion dneloped and ooabat. a1rplana11n cClllliuion ..-. IDW 

diapeNd M fol.law•: 

l•lped to Wav Control 

a s-11• ■ 
1 Ll-,0 

a__.,. ot en-, oontact.a on Jva,, 4th: 

rt. Jlartdall 

2S P-40'• 
12 B-26'• 
5 a-17•. 
l LB-)0 

1. two torpedo kit.■ on a crula_. lt7 Capt. lleal.9 a.cl Lt. lo . 

2. One t.orpeclo on a carrier deck "1 Lt. fbornbroup reaul\iq 1a U. 

da■a&e \o L\. Tqlor'• B-26. 

-uo-
C0f'4f IDENTtA! 
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3. Capt. Mme unuct bi\ on •1t01Mthing" llit.h a 1000 pnm Nab. 

4. lerial amiNt Nnlt.lng 1n 4 ea-,. plaa .. ■bo\ dWll u4 2 P-40' 1 

do-..d bat. one Pilot. •cap•. 

gp~ llDlSim D 4&111■ 

P. Cap~. T.bGrabrougb 
CP Lt. IJAND 
I Lt. I.ff 
I Lt. Surt. 
.& S/Sat,. J. L. l41a9Ul1 
a. Sp. Ja,oo~ 
G. s~. Jordan 

1 a-17 &-9084 

P. Capt.. ManatieU 

IajUNd in action and lffaCua\ed. to rt. Richardaon - 211d Lt. 

Ko tar_pt.a ••re reponed. on tfuae 5th. Searob-at,t.ack lliaiou 

wre oolleblot.M u fol.low•: 

JlaJor DoDObow wi\b 6 B-26' • aDll 0600 to l.020J Cl.pl,. Pickard w11.b 

6 B--26'• tise not. det.el'lliAed. and Capt.. Oal.lagbc' with 6 B-26'•· 

Capt. Dunl.ap t.ook b1a S B-17' • md l LB-)0 out, tldoe, GIMM tzoa 130 

to Ult5 and 0110• troa 1705 'tO 1950 •ben h• returned th• to rt. 

Randall. 1'h•• •re no cont.au aade and when t.he da7 aloaetl tu 

J.ir Striking 0l"'Ollp .,. diapoud. u tellow 1 

rt. BandfU 

21 B-26'• 
5 B-1.7' • 
l LB-JO 

24 P-ife()' • 
8 P-38 • a ( 9111'8\lt.e) 

* * * 

- lll -

-
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On the enning of tne 7\h_. ooabat. ahlpa in 001111l1.nioa or the 

J.ir itrikin.g rorc• had been dispo■ed u follows: 

P\. liantf:ll 

26 P-40' s 
8 B-17'• 
l LB-30 

22 B-26'0 

P\.. Glenn 

18 P-40'• 
6 P-38'• 

Lf,n. \h• ffta1n& o~ th• CNi, d1apoa1\Joa -.. .. tollon_y 

n.. Gl.am 

l.8 P-40'• 
1 P-38'• 
7 i-2.6'a 

* ..... 

"'· Randall 

2lt, P-40'1 
7 R9"7 IHIINl"II 

16 B-26'• 

•JrJ,lAV O. BUTLSR_. 
Brigadier Geural.1 Anv .Lir Poro111, 

COaanding. 

-112 -
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f "ill ~-

I ID & X CUNrlOtNflAl 

!ir ~r, 21 
Air Senioe Co ed., 40-43, 64 
Air W'allWII 1..-n.a•, Yl-71, ,O-~, 

62, 65 
laak•n ill' Bue, 6, 4J+ 
ilHk41l Defwe Cw4, 10, 29, 

-2-47, '1 
llNklD n1pt., 19.34, 4-5 
......... , S-12, 1', 23, 25, 28, 

34, 38-'9. 41, Sl-53 
J.aa9'\e Ill.Md, 53, 56 
inUalronA, 29, 39, Sl, SS; 

eMaT -· ot, ,1. 61 
J.nol,, Ge.. H. H., Jr-j 
1\u, S9--60, 62 

• 1-17, ~9-50, 53, ►57, 60 
1-26, 53, 55-58, 62 
1411a& Sea, 2' 
hthel, ll, 17 
Ka Della, 12, 17 
lnn4&rf, 12, 17 
Baalalia>, L\. G •• S. I. , 10-ll, • 

lJ, 20, 29-31., 331 'YI, 41, 4-5, 49 
lst.l_., llaJ. Gen. I,. 0., 17, 3>-1', 

40-42, 45, 49-,0, S2, 6o, 62-65 

C 

c....... 11-1&, 41. ae aJe 11o:,a1 
C-dla ill' PGl'OII. 

Cape, 1,1,., 58 
euta... L. V., 47 
Cat.•17 of net ... , :,a-33 
Cbua.U.r, Lt.., S, 
Cldaa,1k. u, 14 
CiTU.S.. 1--aUoa Adllia1st.ra\!.oa, 

s, 11, J.6..17, 20, 45 
eoan an1U.vJ, 2' 
Col.II Bq, a,, ,a., 48-50, 5~'4, .,.,, s,, 62-63 
Co14 •at.hv t.nU.a&, 6-7, 16, ,., 

Cavam.leaU.u, 1,-.14, 17, ~ 51,. 
§••!¼!!~• 

Cori:,Ta, lZ., 17 

D 

g 

laNclaloa, C.l., S7 
Bdmnt.on, Sl 
18\h Parn1.i s«i11M1ron, 52-s, 
Bl.n1111Ul !1r Pel'M ♦r,...S.aUoa, 

43, ,.,, ,,_,.. 
11"1 hnuit. SquadNII, 52-53, 58 
10.MndDrf '1.U, 41, S,, 56 
lkcblNrin&, 2:0 

r 
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rort. S\. Jobn, 18 
42d. Belllbardunt Group, 37 
'hada, 16. s .. al.80 l.eci■l&tJ.on. 

G 

Ga.tf'ae7, Il. V. , 21. 
Oakona., 12 • 
Graact Prairie, 1.8 
Urea\ Circle Route, 8 
Gro\llld foroee, 3, ~, 9-10, 24-21, 

29, 33'-Jle., 40, 44. §p !tl!2 
Intan\r;r, Coaat A.rt,iller7, b'Li­
aircnft.. 

Gulklna, 17 

a 
Ha..U, 7..S 
Hoppin, Mar'lhal.11 ll1 20 

l 

Idtntitioatioo.,--, aircraft, 61 
lnfantry J s. 2!J 

J 

Joi.at. Board tor n.c .... , 15 
.l\UlK\11 5, 17 

l 

letchiun, 8 
IClau, 8, 52, 5J., S9-60. 62 
bd1ak laland, 8,, U-12, lS-16, 

23, 25, 28, 3-, 38-39, 41-49, 
52, 56 

L 

Ladd Field, 21, 34, 41, J.~. 
allO Pairbanka. -

LB-30, 53, ff 
Legialat.ion1 4-5, 7, 9, 16 
Loe~, B. C., 5 

I( 

lleGra\h, 12, 17 
llcint,re, Lt., 59 
llcllnlq I A. C.' 21. 
Ka11lt1neno•, )d aad l.\h 

eehel.on., 41 
lllm1tiel.d.1 Capt.., S7-SS 
»ark.a, Capt., '7-58 
Karlhal.l, Gen. Oeora• c., 28 
-...ia. Capt., SS-58 
Jlercbaat, Karin•, 22 
Jletlak&tla, 16 
lloral•, 60 

laknek, 12, 17 
la917, U.S., l, 7-9, l)-16, 

22-zr, D, 4,-,0, ,►'4-, 
56-58, 60,62-63 

.OIW, 5, ll, 17 
lortb•a\ern .A.irllaN, It'}. 

0 
Otter l'oint, 55. S• &1po Uaak. 

p 

P-38, 35, 60-61 
P-39, 61. 
P-401 ,,, 53, ,,, ,a, 61 
Pan.-Aurican ilrllaN, 42 
Paraolmt.• troop,, 10, 14 
PBY, 50 
Peraam Joia\ Board oa oer.,.., 

Canada-United Stat., 16, U 
Pereoual, 39-40, 44, 49, 54, 59, 

61, ~5- s .. IUIO tratn:1111 .. 
Point Barrow, 5 
Pon Hardy, 18 

- :\14 -
.., I C 
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Por\ Heid.en, 25 
P'Piaoe Georp, 11 

R 

Radio, UAaY uee ot, 61 
Royal Canadian Ail" Poree. 53, 56 
Ruby, 12, 17 
Ruuia, '27, 29, :33, 48, 60 

s 

S.att.le Port. of &iibark&t.ioa, 40 
serncu or Supply, 40 
?7t.h Boabvdaent Squadron (II), 

SJ, '6 
73d ao.bardllllllt. Squadron (I), 56 
Seward Peninaula, 23-24, 34, 4.7 
Siberian buea, .3) 
Sitka, T-8, 15 
6t,Jl ill' l>epol Gmup, 41 
saltbera, 18 
stamN1 lap. Jo•• 7 
Suppl.J', lft-19, 22, 24, 28, 30, ,32, 

34-35, 1'1-40, J.),,,44, A-9-)2, '4, 
63-(,S 

,. 
Tac\ical lNIOM, 61-62 
Tqlor., Lt.., 57 
Tbeo'b&ld, 4da. a. ••, 45-46, 491 

52, 56 
)6t.h BabardMM Squdron (H), 

53, 56 

'l'borabreugtl, Capt.. , ff 
fo1ttno, 18 
!rah1ng, 4, 31, 'Jf, 40, 51.t 61., 

61. 
lftUporbt.1.on, 10, 17-2', 24, 

27J )0, 40, 42-44, 49, 51., 6,.. 
See aJ.ao C011111Unieationa .. 

Traneport pilDt.•, 51-52 
2fth 0Dapu1t• Grvap, 43 

u 
Unaluka Island, R, U-14, '2, 55 
Unit.9CI Airl.inN, 42 
Um&k, l}o-15, .22, 25-, ll, Jlt.-35, 

48-63 

War Pl.au Di•iaion, Air Corpa, 
26, 31a, 

ff at BOil J.ak•, 18 
Weather, 1, 4, 6, ll-12, 16, l&-19, 

36, ~. 61. s •• p C.U­
•eatb.- t.at.iag .. 

¥i~at.ern !lefenae CollM.l'ld, lS, 'Z/, 
34-35, 7', 4,-,i.6 

Wh.U.•, Lt,., 58 
Whit..aborM, 12, 18 
Wilcox bill, S 

l 

Talmt.&t., 12, 1.6, 56 
Yukon Jiiyer, 6 

- ll5- -

,, 
Ji L 
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