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5 FOREWORD
, This *"first narretive” has beemm pr.gl{rofl‘ H tg./\j A
Historical Division, AG/AS, Intelligence as s comtribwiion -
to the history of the Army Air Ferces in the curreat war.
It iz one of a series of such studies, and for ths preset
is bound only in menwscript form. The original is oa flle
in the Archives of the Historical Division. Suggestions
"t and criticism are invited.
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] By Authonty of
RS The Comman‘ing Genaral
Army Air Forces
L]
CHAPTER I 4-2444 | §5.M.7.

Date Inpale

THi. PRUBLEd UF ALASKAN AIR DEPINSE, 1934 to 1941

On 3 Juns 1942 the Japaness attacked Duteh Harbor. It was the
firat blowm struck by them in the North Fasific, snd it wms a
logical enough move on the part of an sneay interesatad both in
protecting its omn shores and in carrying the attack as close as
possible to ths homs Lerritory of its adversary. That it did not
come simultansouxly with the attacks on Pearl Harbor and Manlla
was largely the work of Alaskan weather, famous as the worst in
the world. An apocryphal story current in Alaska at the time had
& high-ranking offlcer remarking en hesring of the dismissal of
Genersl. Short and Admiral Kimmel, "There, but for the grass of
fog, go 1.¥ Be that as it mey, when the attack finally came it
found the Americsn defonses atill barely sirong snough to ocope
with i, if indeed they ocould be considered adequate st ali, Yet
it sppears also to bs true that the Jepanese found Alaskan defsnses
considerably stroager than they had antisipsted. The spring of
1942 had witnessed muoch belated activity in the nearer Aleutian
Islands. New airfields had been rushed to s state of partial uss-
bility. The joint Army-ilavy foroes defending Alasks had recelived
warning of an lmpending Japsness attack far encugh in sdvance
to allow all available combat unita to be concentrated

h "N
LULIID 1 iy
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against the enemy. The result was that the Japanese, if not
defeated, were at lesst stopped; snd the Alaskan situatiovn, after
years of conlusion, began to take on monething like s distinet
outline.
The Dutch Harbor sagsgement, thersfore, is a signifieant
action, historically speaking, for two reasons: it constituted
. the cruclal first blow in Japanese North Pacific atrategy; it also
erystallized many of the problems of heaisphere defense and of
sllied strategy which had hitherto remained in Lhe reala of the
. nebulous and the gontrovarsial, Alsska and the Aleutlan Islands
presented problems that were at once novel, potentislly sericus,

yot of lesser lmportance in relation to the mors pressing issuss

of the yorld war. MHuch thoughi and aaterisl had to be sxpended

v on this theater, but priorities existed in Vashington which

5 pecessarily limited the quantities of either availsble for Alusks.
It im this preliminery controvarsy, this honest confusion regard-
ing the ilssues of Alaskan alr operations, that provides the major
topia for the present study. Ita Ainvestigstion ahould throw some
light on the future operational problems in the Alaskan thester.

To begin with there was the basic problem, sstilsd quite
- sarly, ooncerning the nesessity for systemstic alr defense for

Alaska. Then there wss the problem, not so sasily settled, in-

-
]

i
-

wlving the part to be played by Army alr forces In the total
systex of Alsskan defanse. It was one not essily clarified

-2 -
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because of the compesting claims of the ground forces and the Navy.
Finelly it became w question whether defenas, either in the asir or
e sleewhers, was a concept which adequately coversd the situstion
) sctually existing in the Alsskan ares. Passlve defense seemed at
firat enough. But with the outbreak of hostilities and the

imminent danger of atteck in the north; defensive mossures of a

more aggressive sort wsre snvisaged. Finally the potantlalities
existing in the Aleutian Islands for offensive opsrations intro-
ducsd anothsr factor into planning for the theater. The Aleutiasns
foraed stepping stones which, safter all, could lead both ways, a
fact which ocourred more rapidly to the lay public than it did teo
those oo »iese shoulders lay the complex responsibility of develop-
M ing highly expsnsive plans. In each casw, however, these problems
- wers complicated by the fact that ascarcibty of en, munitions, and
. . facilities preventsd any sinple and logical solutlon, Air operations
in the Alaskan ares had to bs wsighed not only intrinsically but
astimated In relatlon to alr operstlions In VWestem surope, in
. the South Facific, in the idlddle Zast snd (later) in Africe.
The first step in the story of the Alaskan air forces goes
back &3 far as 1934 when Anthony J. Dimond, delegate from Alasks,
- began to ask for military devalopment of the territory. From the
beginning, uny discussion of military development in Alssks msant,

£ - in large part, air developament. To the general amlilitary authorities,

A
L]

-
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aven to the relatively air-minded American public accustomed to

thinking of gorrisons in terma of ground troops supported by an

. air arm, this proposition aay mot hava sasmed am clear as it dld
to Mr. Diacnd--witness the fact that his bill (H.K. 9524, 2d

possion of 731 Congress), providing among other things for an

adecuntely manned zirfleld, was rajected by the House and ad-

vers:ly considercd by the Viar Dc1;:4;.r1;rmm:.:1 To Alaskans, dependent
. uypen: eviation as 2 virtusl nocessity in thsir lives, it sppesred

exiomatic,

Though Dimond's proposal falled to bring in eay immediate

results, it did serve to stimulsts 2 discussion of the lssue of
- a2ir powsr in Alasle wiich eventually produced scmething tangible.
X The hsr Jepartment could not conslder favorably a bill which
"provided for the permenent station of 2 cogposite yroup," but
- it dd underteke to explore the possibilities of tralning Alr
Corps unite for operations in snlaskan weathor.2 One composite
squadron, it was felt, could profitably be given "the ppportunity
v for frequent trelnin; 3in Alssks in all-year werther.” This modest
thought wes cntrusted to a Goneral Stalf committes which proposed
(27 August 1934) thet no action should be taken until a report had
been roceived from the Chief of the Alr Corps on the recently ocom-
pletad Alaskan f1lisht. Colonel {now General) Arnold, leader of

the flight, racommendsd:

”h-

- ceESTIN
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That an Air Base be established ss soan as practiocabls
G at Fairbanks, Alaska. This base should be primarily an
Adwvancs Supply Jepot upon which such tactical uniitx as
may be determined upon as belng essential to the air
¥ defeuse of Alssika may be based. The initial station of
- the tastical wnit sent to Alssks should be at thiz Base.
As the technique of operations in sxtrems tesperatures
iz developed, other tactlical statliony should bes de-
velopad at strategic points, such sz Juneau, Anchorage,
Nome, Pt. Barrow, ste. . . . That, dus to the hasards
of tha route to Alaska, uaits should not be sent wp
; thare annually, Rather a Base should be installed
the proper units stationed thers . . . psrmsnently.”
Roughly spesking, thls report formed the basis for subsequent.
plamning.

On 11 July 1935 Major B. C. lockwood, G.S., 9th Corps Area,
reported on Alr Corps developments in Alasiks, recommending that an
. Infantry-Air Corps tesm should be formed, the principsl function
\] of the air element being te lock after the transportatiom of the
e ground troops to threstened positions. On this the Chief of the

- Air Corps oommented that the Initial need in Alasks was for an
Alr Corps base station and that an Infantry-Air Corps combination,
and ccordinatlon with the Mavy, esuld be deferred until the base
had besn established. Hers agsin was the germ of later controversy:
wers the alr units in Alasska to fulfill a function of p.imary or
morely of secondary importance? In 1935, the smended Wilcox Bill

- (H.R. 7022), providing for an Alsskan air base, became lsw and

the problem of the base fell intoc the hands of a Yar Departamt

L S apecial eo-ittu.“
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As for the location of the Alsskan Alr Base, moat indlcations
pointed originally to Fairbanks. Thst ares suffered less froam
heavy sow and thick weather than mmy other fsasibls localiiy,
at least on the semard side of the cosstal range. Temperstures,
it ix true, ran lower at Falrbanks than further west, but were
less variable~-a fuat of subsequant decisive importarnss in the
satablishment of oold-weather testing in Alssks. Furthermore,
Fairbanics possessed a good military road (one of the few in Alsaks)
conneating it both with cosstal ports and the Yukon River. It was
alwo the inland terminus for the Alaskan railroad. Finally, a
manlcipal landing field was slrsady in operation thers, making
ploneering unmcnntry.’ Other considerstions pointed to the
devalopment of the Anchorage arca as the imin operationsl base.
Though not located, like Fairbanks, in the centsr of the main
land mass, Anchorage was mors cantrally plsced with reference to
possible operations in the coastal and Alsutisn territories,

An the project developed it became incressingly svident that
one of the nore inmediate jobs for the Alr Corps in Alasks would
be to operate an arctic proving ground for the testing, under
stesdlily mevers cold weather conditions, of all sorts of alrcraft
snd squipmsnt. For this work, Fairbanks was ideally suited. The
logical solution in this instance became the one actually worked

- out. The Alssken alr base was to be located in "the Anchorage-

-b -
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Fairbanks area” with the msin operating base and faclliitles in the
vicinity of Anchorage and a cold-weather sxparimental station in the
neighborhood of Pnrbmk-.b

It was, however, one thing to plan the Alaskan air bass, and
quite another to secure funds for its constructien. The Navy began
wrk in 1933 on 2 base at Sitka, and, in view of current plans
which required the irmy Afir Corps to furnish serial defense for
Hary basas, the Alr Corps authorities believed an Alasksn air base
necessary in order to fulfill its obligstions. Other items took
precedence in the 1938 and 1939 budgets and the ilr Corps wan
advized not to submit the project again extept on ground ef urgent
noceu.{ty.? The question of necessity was raized in the 1939
Congress by Repressntative Jos Starnes of Alabama who deglaresd
that he would opposs the installation of an air base in Alasks
until data was subaltted making elear, among other things, tha
ailitary urgency of such a project. The question was x basic one,
and reflected a prevalent inabllity to visuulize tha problea of
hemlephers defenss in its totality. It alsc led to an official
atatement on Alaskan air defsnse, the first made outside the War
Departaant itaelf.

In a memo preparsd in reply, General Arnold pointed owt that
Alasis and the Hawallan Islands constituted the defensive outposts

of continental United States.] Strategically the iaportance of

-7 -
m Ars thyy
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the Alsakan-Aleutlan arsx lay in the fact that 1t flanked on the

o

north the Orwat Cirgle Route botween Saattle snd the Orlent, and

formad the apex of the Panama-Hawgii-hlasks triangle. Specifically,

that arss would provide hases for alr reconnsissance patrols and
Iight nawal patrols in the Horth Pacifis. Prompt seisure of
undefended sites In tha Alanka mres might be expected In svent

of war. Successful de’ense and retention of projected naval or
alr bages at Sitks, Xodiak, Unaleska, snd Anchorags would render
hostile opsration in the area imprasticabls. Such defensive
action would involwe nperations az far weat ss Kiska and ag far
south as Ketchikan., Thus the primery duty of United States air
power in thly arez would be to assiat {n the defense of allltary
and naval establishments and to support the Navy in the timely
ilscovery and destruction of hastile forces. In Lhe fulfiliment
of this obligatisn the Anchorage-Fairbanks Alr Dase would become

& prime necsssity. Certain additienal factors combined to em-
phasige this necessity. Though commarcial flying had sstablished
1t38lf as & vitsl alament in Alaskan life, existing flelds wera
not usable for military purposzes. Clvilian Aeronautica / deini-
stratlon authorities sstimstod that two ysars wera neaded to train
a good Alaskan pliot. C{onsaquently alr forces could not he thrown
into the Territory on short notice, nor could military airersft be
operated without base faecilities,

-8 ~
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The outhresk of Gorld War II cut short further deliberations.
Funds wers apjpropriated and temporery faoilities planned wiich were
made available by the fall of 1940.7

The year 1940 brought a new phasa in the growth of ilaskan
air power. From the beginning it had bean considered inevitable
that the Anchorage-Falrbanxs base devslopment would have to be
supported by an extensive program of construction at various
strategic points including the aleutisn Islandl..lo it was still,
however, s mattar of debate Just to what extent thls construction
wss kdvisable snd where it should bo projected. It wax also aa
open queaticn what relatlonship should exist between fimmy alr units
in Alasks and asval and ground forces. The tlme bad come when
debaty on these lssuvs could not afford to laat 0o long. The
American public bhal betonms balatzdly Jefanse-~conscious, and it did
not teas long for this newly conditioned publie opinion to discover
the strateglc potentinlities sxistlag In ths Aleutians. As rele-
tions betwagan the Unitod States and Jajan deteriorated, it began
to find expreasien in nunerous articles in the public press, and
its force bagan to be folt in legislation, In 1940 Congrsss
becama liberal in its uppropriation of funds for the developaent
of the northern defensas, It was then up to the nar Jepartment,
te which the ides of Alsaks's streteglic importance had scarcely

coume &= a discovery, to make up its mind on the extent and funation

-9 -
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pf sir Installations in the Te'rrit.nr';r.
Ia Ceptenber of 191,0,;5‘:&,3. Gen. Simon “nlivar Tuckner

inaugurated ¢ long discuasion of Lthese Lssues. ML As Coomen iing

General of the ilass'.a Delsnse Command, he wus the loglesl man to

do so, and it was owlag In large part to his offices thut the Alr

Corps was adjasted to weet unlgue clrounstences and glven & Job

somewhol commsnsursts with Lits abilities, Revi..wlng the chlef
- dangers of enany attack hc concluded thet, however 1t might come
{and it could come 2ither from the morthwesbern portion of Alsaka
through Fzirbanics toward inchorage, or from the Aleutlisn czuszvay)
it would ba zseentin¥ly an olr attaci, Indesd, th: terrein of
hlagka bainz what 1% was snl the highways so 1lalted, iransporte-
tion by alr e £olt to Hs the only <Ifective means of rapild advame.
anrticipztiay & acoriinated alr nttack, hs warazd zgeinst helf-way
w2asurea, agalnst the bullding of lanling fields without proper
sarrison. hg in orvay snd Holland, insdejuately Jdafanded cir-
tlalds eould be s Iistinet 11abliity rather than ptherwlsza. fdsquate
oparating flelds adejuataly garrisoned was, ther, Buckner's formmla
for Aleskan defense. Hithout minimizing the neel for nermslly
strong ground forces, he was impressad by the unique nsturaz of
flaskan nilitary operations: ™ith the present and possible future
development of vir attack and the use of pasrschute troops, tha

iefanss of ~laska assumes an aspact differing materially from owr

- 10 - .
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former concepts of defenslve tactlics. Ws now have three flanks,
one averhesd. "

In addition to the main supply base already projected at
Anchorage and Fairbanks, Buckner propossd & series of edvanced
bhases, a group of strateglcally located intermediate landing
fields, and a chain of protected fields oonnescting Anchorsge with
the continental United States. In this way a cordon of fields
would be created from which bombardment alreraft could ba min-
talned a3 & constant threat to any hostile sction in tha Alaskan
or Aleutian areas. Construction would naturally have to be coor—
dinsted with the CAA, slready much more firmly established in Alaska
than the Alr Corps. 3ut some adjustment in priorities would have
%o be made before sxisting CAL construction plens could fit those
mast desirable in the Interests of defenss.

After vonsultation with Marshall Hoppin, Alasken Superintendent
of Alrways for the CAL, General Buckner emerged with a clear-cut
prnpuul.lz For firat priarity, s series of advanced basss womld
be required from which "defensive and aggressive" bombing operations
could be conducied. These need not be olaborately planned, pro-
vided a good runway into the provailing wind be bullt for each as
rapidly as possible. Home, Bethel, Kodiak and Unalaska wers the
bases selected. Since Unslakks lay too far from other bases and
since the habits of weather In those parts were generslly desplorabls,

-1l -
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an intermediate field in the regilon of Chignik would be needed.
In second priority osme the Intsrmediste bases connasting the
advenced Lases with the muin ones at Anchorsge snd Falrbasks,
These would servae od relsay points for fusl and bombs, as had
weather smergency fields, and az stopping places for short range
pursuit shipe. For this purpose Ruby and McGrath wera selested.
flso In this general priorily came one or wore chalng of fields
which would allow planes to reinforce the Alaskan units from bases
In the United States. Boundary and Big Celta were important
logations on the Inlend route via Whitahorse} Cordovs wnuld som-
plete the corst route from Yakutsl to Anchorage; Gakons would act
s» & conneeting link betwasn the two routes. Anothar base at
Naknek, on the routes to Unalaska and Kodiak also came under
second priority. Third priopity was assigned to such locstions
35 would improve the necessary skeletal avstem aftser the latter
had beon established.

This was esgentislly the program Iinally implementsd. But
cousidershle dilffercnce of opinion existed on one or two cruclal
points. Theoretically the program presented little that was con-
troversial, provided the spyropriations mnd garrisons wers avail-—
able. +ir defeasc of ilaska could not bLe interpreted in many other
Ways as far ss ths mere location of bzses was concerned. The case

of the propozed sdvanced base on Unalsake Ialsnd proved the only

- 12 -
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real bone of contention——jit and the intermediste fields whoss pro—
Jected existence depended on it. The mission of the Alr Corps in
Aleska was, according to the general plans at the time, "to defend
U.S. military and naval installations in Alaska, including Unalasiks,
asgeinst sea, land and alr altacks, and against sabotage; to deny
use by the enemy of ses and land bases In Alaska znd the ifleutisn
Islands; to support the Navy.lB Protection of the naval Base at
Muteh Harbor becams thersfore a prime consijeration in the faolfill-
ment of this aission. But the Navy hsd grave doubts about any Army
establishment under clreunstanses such as those surroundiing the
islund of Unalasks.
It was 3 highly debatsble 1ssus, 1% inyolving prineiples of

strategic planning important out of all proportion to the extent
of the activities projectad. Lt Iirst it looked very much c= though
the accidents of geography would obviate any further diseussion of
the matter, for prelinminary surveys of Upnalaska provsd the fsland
unsuitable for lznding fiald sonstruction. At Umnak, howevsr, some
65 miles from Duteh Harbor, suvveys indieated that such construction
wuld be faasible.l® To naval suthorities it appearsd that an Army
alr base at Unnak would aerely put increased strain on sex communi-
cation, both for conatructlion and protection, at a time when every
ton of shipping was 2% a presiua and when the Navy could afford

to expand ita strength on none but the most esasntial oconwoy

-13 -
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missions. The cost of construction, which would be high, it was
felt would more profitably be axpended on the installations already
exlsting on Unalaska., Umnsk itaelf had no adequate harbor devslop-
mont, & faet which would incrsase ths difficulties of ses communi-
cation. Furthermore, Umnak seamed to naval crities too far frem
Duteh Harbor to offer enough air protaction to warrant the upmc.lb
In short, air survelllancas along the Aleutians was and should remain
& Navy function, to be carried on by tender-based planes. So
cogent. was thelr sargument that the NHavy authorities had just about
persuaded the dar Department on this point..17

To the Arsy Alr Corps and to those in charge of the Army's
mizsion in Alsska, the picture had another mside. If thes alr forces
in Alsska ware to fulfill theiy mission of protecting the naval in-
stullations it seemed clesr that ihe Umax base would be sssential:
etherwise the Navy would have to protect its own installations at
the sxpense of its primary nission.}® But considerations over amd
above lmmediats protection of Duteh Harbor slso dictated air de-
velopment, of Umnak. 4 bese in the Aleutians would allow the army
bombers to commend a radius LOO miles grsaisr than would be
possible from such an inland point as Chignlk, "a fector which
alght well prove decisive in the defense of Alaska.”? sSquslly
lgportant, in 2 negative way, was the fact that a site existed on
Umnsk which could sasily be axploited as an advanced base by
hostlle parachute troops, armod only witl, such tools as might be

- U -
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dropped for thelr use from aircraft. To Gen. John L. De¥itt,

o

Commanding Genersel of the Western Defense Commmnd, this fact guite
. outwelghed the reverss argauent that installations prepared by

¥
\ ) United States forces at Umnak and insufficiently garriscned would
also beeome a 1iability,C It was the Army's job, in this instance
spsoifically an Alr Corps job, to prevent snemy selsure of operat-
* ing bases and useful oparating aites, and it must be considered =

essential objestive to do so,

Such in brief weas the discussion. If the Aleutian beses had-been
shandoned (and the Yar Jepartment semmed willing st one point to do
Just that) plans would have been altersd permanently and the Navy
aade vempletely responslble for the defense of the Alsutians. As
it was, owing largely to the tenacity of Gensrals Buckner and DeNitt,
the issus remined slive. On ths insistence of the Navy Departaent
the Umnak project was lald befors the Joint Board for lenu.zl
Finally, on 26 November 1941, it was approved-—after something over
4 year of dhcuulnn.zz

The rest of the prograx provoked lLittle debate. The other
advanced bases provided for defanse of aress well beyond the range
of Navy responsibility, ths only sxeeption being the landing fields
at Kodlak and Sitks where the problem consisted merely of local
jurisdietion.?? The only sericus factor conditioning the enter—

prise was that of the funds available, XNalther War Jspartamat

- 15 -
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nor ChA allotmsnts could possibly be mude to extend as far as those
observers in Alasks, impressed with the urgency of the situation,
would have liked. War or Havy Departaent funds were forthooming
for construction at thomse places moat suitabla to the imnediate
nesds of the armed forces, In addition to instalistions at
Anchorage and Falrbanis, landing fields at Metlakatla and Yaskutet
were undertaken by the War Doplrtmt.m' These fields owed their
importance to the fact that they provided the only fesasible stopping
places on the cosstal alr route from P4. Lewls, Wash., to Anchorage.
The CAA progrsa for 1941, inwolving $40,000,000 (Public No. 812,
76th Congress) contemplated work en 250 airports throughout the
United States and Alasks. The problem of priorities accordingily
becanme one of the greatest importance. For Alasks it was determined
by the Permmnent Joint doard on Defense, Canada-United States,
which favorad the development of alr routes from the Unlied States
to Fairbanis, Anchorags and Kodisk. This gave high priority to
those locstions lying soutlwast of tha sbove mentioned plates.

But the need for smergency landing flelds, coupled with the problea
of cold weather testing in Alasxe where westher tonditions varied
considerably, required a minimus of class 3 and & alrports through-
out the Torritory.zs On 4 Janusry 1941 the Secretary ol War
recomaonded that the CAA develop the following alrports as class 3
installations to meet military requiresments, in the following

N T
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priority; Boundary, Big Delta, Jusau, Cordova, Euby, Nome, Bethel,
i Gulksna, MoGirath, lllxknelt.z6
- Further oconstruction work, over aund above thati originally
planned for the 10 CAA fields came up for discussion in the spring
of 1942. Brig. Gen. Vllliam O, Butler suphssized the immediaste use
of existing CAA intermediate landing rields rather than the bullding
of new fields or the provision of additional runway surfacing. By
< » that time the threat of actual invasion had incressed to sush an
axtent that emergency facilities must be given the closest atten-
tion. Immaediate extension e¢f runways to one mile where practicable
with squipmeit already on hand and st a cost of §2,220,000 con-
stituted ali the additlonal worx roquired.27
¥ The Alaskan alir defense provject necessarily extonded beyond the
- Territory itself. Indesd, one of the baaic problems nnderlying it
. was that of transportation and comsunication between Alaska and the
United States. Until the herculesn task of bullding a highway from
the United States to Alasks could be completsd the Tsrritory wms
> virtually isolated exsept for water ani alr routes. The water
route up the west coasi of Canada was discoursgingly slow al s
time when speed was indicated, and it presented serious problems

to our merchant marine slready taxed beyond ita capacity by nilitary
requirements elasewhere, The obvious solution to the transportation

a problem, for the time at lesst, was Lo establish a foasible air
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routes from the United States through Canade to Alsska. Ain air

d'&

routs had slready been in operatidn along the coast. But that

- *outside" route, conceived in the days when the issues of wilitary
seoperation batwesn the twes countries wers not yet clear, pressented
serious diffioulties, sspeclally with regard to weather. In the
fall of 1940 Lhe Permanent Joint Board on Defense recommsnded

that staging facllities be rovided at Crand Prairie, Pt. St.

John, Ft. Naelison, VWatson Laka, ¥hitehorse, Prince George, and
Salthers which would form a highway for the rapld transit of

nilltsry sircraft betwesn the United States and Alaska.2>

Later,
fislds wars added at Tolfino and Port Hardy. By the spring of
1942 a1l the fielda mmntioned above were reportad in various stages
7 _ of t::tmp].ost.ihm..29
- As in moet muargency projssts, thers sxisted in Alaska » con-
- . siderable lag between the planning and ths sxecution. Many ob-
stacles confronted the planners, but they were mors than equalled
by the obstacles facing those whose task it was actually to son-

. struct facilitlies in sretic and sub-arctic conditio;:-. These
difficulties affected not only the work of construction but also
ths antire logistical situation in the north. To beglin with, plans

. had to be meds and su plies, personnel, ste, delivered on the

ground many months ahead of the time they were mctually to be used.
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The summer months wers the working months and every aimute of

that time had to be utilised if valusble tine, equipment, and
personnel ware not to be uasted.ao For lesser Jobs, or construo-
tion slready well on ita way, it was possible te work during tem-
poratures sometimes a3 low as [ifty degrees bslow sero, but only
at the sxpense of thawing practically all tools and msterisls
bafore using. Even then, the short hours of daylight frustrated
any attempts at consistent work. Lven in the summer months the
Alaskan tarrain and the Alaskan weather refused to cooperats fully.
In some sreas, particularly along the southerrt and western coest-
line and In the Aleutians, the reinfall resched st times unmanage-
sble proportisns, in placee fully threes times that of the sastern
United States. And then there was the muskeg, & sponzy msss of
accumulated roots, moss, sta., often several feet deep and quite
boggy unleas fmsm.n In many places it wasz ilmpossible to con-
struct the ususl hard-surfsced fleld because often it was necesssry
to build on glacial frost which required peculiar handling and
prasented never-ending problems of maintenance,??

Above all there was the problea of transportatlion. Construc-
tion in the north required & trsaendous volume of equipment and
supply, & negligible proportion of which was on hand or could be
procured ln the Terrliory. The result was that a good deal mors

cargo had to be carried to Alasks than thers was shipping or air

- 19 -
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transportation to carry it. Unless equipment could he flown in,
thers remained the prodiglous job of transporting it from the
ports to tha Inland alirfialds, work usually done by tractors and
sleds in the winter and barges in thes sumser where locations
happenad to ba ppan to river trafﬂc.” This basic transportation
problax remained in spits pof efforts to construct usable highways,
oexteand rall facilities, and increase alr transport service,
Another difficulty besetting the construction work lay in
tha confusion of agenciss responsible for it. In Decamber of
1940, Cemsral Buciiner complalned that, although e genaral policy
sxisted to coordinate CAA construction with military requirements,
and "in spite of every effort towmard coordinstion here, it appesrs
from the instructions and counterinstructiohs received from
Vashington by Mr. Hoppin . . . that thers la a lack of propsr
coordination In Vashington betwean the Var lJepartment snd the
CM.“3 5 As for the construction undertakaen dirsctly by the ¥ar
Jepartment, thera existed some confusion in the faet that only
slowly, not until nearly the niddle of 1942 in Ffact, was it placed
under direct control of the military suthorities in the ares,
Previously it had been earried on by sn assistant Distriet ingineer
who reported to the Seattle District Znglnesr Office rather than
to Gensral Buskner. &viation sngineering battalions furthermore

wore not direétly responsible to the hir Force commander, s situation
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. unlike that pertaining to any other thaator.36

It is not surprising, thsn, that progress Iin the bullding

. program was not so repid az had besn planned or could have been

‘ wished.37 Cal. D. V. Gaffney, Commanding officer of Ladd Field,
in a lstter to the Air Inspector shortly after Pearl Harbor,
referred to the development of service type landing fields in
Lloska as a desperate problem, the solution to which aijht very

) well come too late.38 In areh 1942, ¥sj. A. C. 'cKinley remarked
that the defense of ilaske depended upon &n a:lequate air force
for which suitable operating flelds ware at the time non-existent,

only five being available for immedistae use.>?
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CHAPTAR IT
THE PROSLEM OF ALASKAN AIN DEFENSE, 1941 to JUNK 1942

By the fall of 1941, the broad lines of policy had besn
affectively eatablished as far ss the physical facilities for the
air defense of Alasika were concerned. Owing largely to the rlaing

: senace of Japan, sstion for certain vital issuce had been preatly
scceleratsd. During the summsr senths of that year ancther fundamem-
tal issus aross, namely, how, in the face of incressing danger and
inadequate alroraft production, the new bases were to bo garrisoned
and equipped. Here sgain the baaic cencept of air operations ms
profeundly affected. Confliots arose which wars only resolved

- ¥’ the Japaness themsslves when they rsided Dutch Harbor and

’ occupiad the outlying Alsutians in Juns of 1942,

s In a senss the isswe had sxisted ail along., The Usnak projest
in particular had rested on the sszumption that an airfiald in the
vieinity of Duteh Harbor ceuld bs properly garrisoned. Some doubts

had beea raised on thay point, but mainly they centered on the
diffionlties of supply and commalostion when both depended on an
alresdy over-taxed Navy and Mprcohant Marine. Buat it hed alse
besm taken for granted that, given the facilities and the cnlrxomr,; ot
the men and plance could somebow b prodused. Certainly th3 flrst géf _m
. step in a progran of air defense was to build alpflelds. Jow, X

> . ¥ N\ 1 \ ?* ¢ . "
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however, the umergency seemed closer than ever, the reserves of
alrcralt were still inaisquate t.0 meei the Jemand from sll zress
of defense, and it was seriously debgted wmhethar the danger of
offering wiprotected fislds to an enemy who could wish Jor
nothing better would outweigh the strstegic advantapges of having
aidvanced oparating bases.

Mpee again the flautians proved to be the principal stora
canter, confusion and divargence of opinion hovering owver then
like their own perseuanial overcaat, The reascn for this debate 1a
claar enough. The old theory of Alaakan defenss had been builti
up around the Seward-/nchorage areas, supplemented by the Joint
# may-Navy defense of Kodiak. Such a schemes had the virtue of
enphasizing the defense of the /lasken mainland, which was after
&1l intrinsically the mnat valusble part of the northern possessions.
Control of the Neorth Pacific had naturally been considered a
function of the Navy, oparating from bsses at Kodiak snd Dutch
Harbor; and the Aleutian Islands naturally came into this same
catepory excaept for the ground and sir support neccasary for local
protection from sabotage or surprise raids. If, then, limited
airaraft production indicated that wsome areas would have to be
laft without protection from the Army Air Corps, 2t would be
bettsr to zbendon the Alsutliens than to rlsk hostile action on

the meinland itself, There was, therefore, s teadency to consider
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the Aleutisns as primarily s Navy sphere of operations with ground
troops and alr units—1if necessary, ground troops aslone--in a
supperting role only. This viaw of the problem stemaed from the
days when Alaskan defense was epsentially a psssive defense, s
mere policing of territory which it would have been rash io leave
wnprotested. Lith active operations in the offing, consideration
of offensive gction had to be taken into acoount, mnd it was per~
foctly clear thut any such aggresaive defense would, under Alasksn
conditions, have {0 depend sainly om the striking power of ground-
based aviation., There wuaa slsc the possibility, still very mach
in the distance, of full-acale offensive action against Japsn via
Aluske, Thess considerations made it of vital importance to keep
control of the Aleutians, st lesst as far as outch Harbor, snd
preferably in their entirety. It was poinmted out, for example,
thet if thitch Harbor were lost the United States would wirtually
lose control of tha mti:;n portlisrn part of Alaska. 1In this

case the lmportance of the Seward Peainsuls and any ferrying

actildt.y to be plannad in that direction would affectively be

neutralised, sinte cperitions in the north and west atill depended
malnly oa supply deliversd via the Pagific and Bering iee route,

whieh in turn depended on ths sbility of the United States Navy to

oparate freasly in the Alatlan am.l
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Se & dilemss faced the War Departasnt and air forcs planners.
Duteh Harbor must be protected. To protest Juteh Harbor demanded
airfields in the nesrer Aleutisn Islands. If such fields were
sstablished they must be sdequately gurrisconed. As things atood
in Decesber 1941, 1t sppeared impossible (o do so, If not ade-
quately garrisoned they would be a liability and should be aban-
doned and destroysd. To sbandon them would leave the naval basse
seriously unprotected. The problem sesmed logically lnsoluble.

But in wartime the Army cahnot afford to follow an impssse Lo its
logical conclusion, Therefore, action hed to be taken eslther to
econcentrate ths alr garrison around ths Anchorage-fodiak ares dmd
lsave the Alewmtians to the Navy, the ground forces snd the Japanese,
or to complete work on Umnax, Cold Bay und Port Helden, and stock
ithem with whatever ejquipment could be taskan from other projeets.
Which side was taken depended on whether the particular isdividual
or agency believed Alasks and the Aleutians, under existing eir-
cumetances, to be a thuta'r primarily of air operations, potentially
offensive in strategical importance, and of consequent high priority
in the allocation of slreraft, or an area mainly of passive defense,
primarily dependent on the protsction of naval and ground forces,
and therefors of relatively law air priority. Naturally, there

ware fow obasrvers whe would not have increased Alaska's air
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garrison to the utmost consonant with the requirements of other
theaters. 3o in a senss the decision ultimately came teo depend
on the individual conviction regarding the relative importance of
air power in Alaska as compared to alr power in the other theaters.
Given a dearth of >lanes, in other words, the answers given to
the problem of the air garrison were conditioned by a nusber of
very baslice preconcepticns-——nons of which wes likely finally to
be vindicated or disproved until the Japenese took the initistivae,
The basic plans, lald befora Pearl Harbor, asde it clear that
Alaskan defensa was sasentially a Navy fimction, with support from |
alr and ground forces at those points where coastal installstions
had to be protscted from ralds of one zort or anot.hor.z This
point of view differsd sharply from the one adopted by the Alr
Corps Var Plans Division which was that "In the defense of Alaska,
the vperations of Army Alr Forces are likely to play the dominat-
ing role. Certainly the interception and destruction of enemy
forces by Army Alr Forces will be at least a3 important as naval

oparations, o3

In November 1941, the Pressldent ordered Alr Corps
commanders to coordinste their plan= soc as to asupport the lavy.a
This smphasis on the position of the Navy in Alaskan defsnse spems
to have gone hand in hand with an emphisis on the creatlon of
ground force garrisons,s the assumption spparsntly being that with

the Navy primsrily responsible for patrolling the northern coastal

‘ § 4 ;U{Nm\t
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water, the prinoipal funation of the Army was to guard the esoastal

MR 1AL

instsllations from hostile landing and to provide fighter planes

‘J‘
f ‘ ‘

for shori-range interceptiou of bombing raids. In this way the

alr forces took second place not only to the NHavy but to the

ground forces. Such was not, however, the policy of General

Denitt, Commanding General of the Western Defense Command, who

felt that "Our mere establishment of Army garrisons in Alasks

. with no moans for them to know what may lio over the horison, deew
net conform to any known prineciple of strategy, naval or lilit.u'y."e
It was repeatsdly pointed ocut that ground troops in Alasks, where
transportatlon facilities wore ganerally lacking, would be tied

tn one spot and oould be used for local defenms only, except, of

. "‘Q
v

course, for large-scale sea~borne offensive wtinn.7

- Prior to 7 Decsmber 1941l such indecision as existed regardiag
the funotion of the Army Lir Forces may have grow cut of a natural
uawillingness to make large comitments to an outlying area when

enamy plans and cspabllities had a» yet been unexplored. On
27 October General Defitt held serious invasion of Alaakan terri-
tory lmprobable. Yet, sinoe the middle of the ysar, it had becoms
apparaat that the Alaskan aree, apd Dutch Harbor in particulsr,

- constituted a threat to Japan second only to Vlldiwatok.‘ Some
sttack in the north might therefore be sxpected and reporta of

" unidentified and potentially hostile craft in the coastal waters

3
z
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confirmed that opinion. It was not untll Pearl Harbor, howsver,
that the timing or nature of such an stisck could enter seriously
- into calculations.
ifter the snemy had given unmistakable evidence of his inten-

tions and had demonstratsd scmething of his nmethods, considerably
zore attention was glven to providing adequate air defenses for
Sutch Harbor and Fodisk. There was aven resson to belleve that
Dutch Harbor had been included in the original plane for the
general attack on 7 Decmber.’ From that date a destructive rald
on the main defense installations became not a possibility but a
virtual certainty. General Marshall wrote to the President on
4l January 1942 ss follows:

> We have boen anticipating at any woment »

- “destructive reid" on this reglon, especially st Dutah

. Harbor whare our state of preparations is far froa

P complets. Als thare is the hazard of the destruftion
v of barracks, storshouses, etc., at both Xodlak Island
and Anchorage, which would involve a difficult situs-
tion in the winter period. As moszt of the construction
is frame and of a temporary nsture, it presemis a
serious fire hazard. . . . Ax 8 later development,
I conslder it probsble that if Japanese successesx in
other areas relcase ships and troops, a positive effort

toward actual ocqisat.inn of our Alaskan bases wil) be
undertaken, + « .«

Ha than adds, significantly, "Cur greatest difficulty has bsen to
- got sufficient nuaber of bombar and pursuit planes into Alaska.”
Thls was to be the main factor conditioning the formatien of pluna

E in thess early months of 1942. Host obssrvers, including those

-28 -
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in command of Arxmy aoctivities on tne Pacific Coast, considered Alaska
to be in large part, if nobt principally, sn sir defense problem.
Genaral Bueckner, oh hearing that tue Alssce Jefanse Command was te

be reinforced by additionsl gwround troops without any imsedliate com-
plemont of air Corps units, romarsed (24 Juiy 1941): "Under preseat
eonditions, I would rather bave an additional hesvy bombardment
squadron than a diviaion of ground troops. The time 40 strixe hostile
expeditions is when their troops are crowded in trasusports sad their
planas on the decks of the carriers.' He sdded that General Deditt
was of slmilasr opinitm.u lat on the one Land planes were mot availahle
in sufficlent quantities to gusrd even ihe mainlsnd beses, and en the
other hand ground forces had aiready been sssigned to Alaskan defense
is nusbers greatl soough to place on thea ithe maln responsibllity im
many places. 5o, whareas ground garrisons were in most isstances ob
ths spot, providing esseutial cosat artillery, sati-sicersft, asd
infantry proteation, the alr garrison remained & tople for qﬁrifod
debate.

Gengrral Buckner lsd the "progressive party* in this debate. In
January of 1942 he advocaied the use of Alasks as & base for aggressive
action sgainsi Japan, eavisaging ultimate cooperation with Hnah.lz
With this in mind he sdwoated net orly the iwmsdiste reinforcemsent
of the Alaskan air gsrrison, bub the construction of temporary .fa-c:lli.tlu

for a lurger air force tnas that tconsidered necessary for immediate
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dofemc.n The first of these propossls he considered sssential

at once. "Thers is not at the present tiame,” he wrote oa 3 January
* 194, "a single up-to-date fighting plane in the Alssia Defense
Command.” The largest alr force the! could be gut intc the alr to
meet ai attack he estimated to conslst of "seven chsolesceni mediom
hoablng plancs and sixteen equally outizoled pursult planea."u"
hccordingly he recommsnded reinforcement to the extent of two
. squaarons, msdlum toabardosnty two squadrons, heavy bombardment ;
tvo squadrons, pursuit laterceptor; one squadron, hesvy reconnaissance;
one transport sguadron; andi appropriate service and adainiztrative
units. He further srgued that, although the sbove force was the
ainimuz required for "passive defense against alhor raids" and
could be accomacdaled iamediztely, If only in iLants, for Alaska
. the maximum needs should be texen into consideration because the
problowns of transportuilon snd supply prevented easy reinforcemmnt

in tims of zmergaacy. Ahd naxisua needs depenjed on plans laild

lor the nors dlstant future when, he hoped, the stratagie possi-
bilitles in ilaska vould be explored in an agyressive campalgn
against Japan. "To look on ilaska seraly sas a territory to be
defended and to contemplate that air forces consigned to Alaska
be usaed only for pessive defense ignores the stretegic position
of this territory as 4 potential bhase for offeusive expeditions.®

» But it would be essentlal to any such plan that these flslds be

[ |!}P‘!
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stogked prior to uss. Such astion, Ceneral Buckner felt, weuld
lend flexibility te curremt air oparations as well, without eon-

stituting a drain on combat ul!.t.s.ls In both thess proposals he

was fully backed by Genersl pewsse, M8

General Daliitt, in fact, had been engaged since 18 Jly 19AL
in 2 dogxed e«ffort to present the air needs of Alasks to 3 Var
Departaent which st the time had other things on its lind.]'? He
had been crdered to plan facilitiew for whstever reinferaing aviatisn
in units and nasbers he sonsidered necessary in svent of hostile
action, but he had been cautisned at the ssme Lime that no addi-
tional eombat aviation seuld be suthoriszed for Alasika "for some
tine."% Heverthaless, he belleved siat the difficulties of
Alaskan flying asde ssssctial the designstion of rdnfoni.n! wits
and thelr training, st least for ssasidsreble pericds, under
Alsskan oonditicns. He further dofigldered that Alasiks was an
ares o0 likely te be atbacked and mo dependent on airereft for
its defense that it should be giwvenr priority cver other threatened
aress. He stressed perticularly the wulnerability of Ummak. The
%ar Department had replisd (156 September 1941) that nothing mere
could be done on that score until the necessary sircraft became
availsble: ntthath-ﬂm-’mmtmuhtouvuulm
whare attack might te fesred.l? tow after Peerl Harbor, though

less concerned than General Buoikne with the strategio pessibilities
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for offensive action, Déiitt continued to urge the immediate rein-
foreing of Alasikan air foroes even at the expense sf other thut.or:.m
The ¥ar Department did not ses the lssue sxactly from the above
point of view. Taken by itself, the Alaskan situstion sesmed clear
enough. "This 1s one helluvz air force that you have wp in Alaska,”
wrote a high=ranking officer in hesdquarters on 2% December 1341 te
another in charg-?l But cospared, as the har Uspartment had to
gonpare it, with the aituation In the other theaters, the situstion
in Alasks ocould hardly be glven top priority, no matier hew serious
it was potmti&lly.zz
The deciding point was of course lack of alroraft even for those
aress most urgently in need of them. As for stocking sdvanced baoes
in anticipation of their evantual use in aggreasive sction, this
was unfavorsbly eonsidered (26 Mareh 1942). Any such project
would have teo walt until 2 basic decision was resched regerding
the strategic role of Alsska. The uitimate strength of the Alaskan
Alr Fores would depend on whather Alsska were to be used as a baas
for offensive action and, if defense odly were ctontemplated, whether
plans should bs based on meeting & msjor or s minor atteck. Plans
current at the time placed the cosstsl frontier of Alasia in
Category of Defense "C" (minor attack probable) except Unalasia to
which Csbegory "D (may bo subject to major sttack) applied.

Acoordingly the immediste problem was “the organisstion of the
- 32 -
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ground forces to repel Lupending oategory 'D! attask witheaut

adequate air protection.” The evenmtual developmeat of the sd-

vanced bases for offensive action would have to walit until “alr

and sea forcea are sufficiently sugmented to Justify such uﬁnn."n
General Buckner cortimued to press his point, even to coop-

sruting with the Commander, Alasken Ssctor, 13th Nawval District,

in the formulstion of suggested plans for Jeint Arwy-Navy action

against Japan from Alsakan snd Sibarian bases.” ligssia falled

to respond to any overtures involving the use of Siberian buos,u
spd that, of course, effectivaly snawersd Buckner's proposal as
far as imnsdiste nlanning was concernsd. To the Comander-in-
Chief of the {ilnited States Fleot it seemed insdvisable in any
case to axpand the avistion facilities in Alaska Decause thay wers
alresndy "well in advance of the availability in the pressant situs-
tion of air forces to cperats therafroa." ioroover, he felt,
although Alaska was vulnersble to attack, a landing in Alasca
would be "s costly undertaking, unproductive of immediste resuits.”
He locked for little snemy action "except for minor submarine or
air raids.” In short, he argued that until such time as Russia
might be willing to permit the cperation of United States aireraft
from bases in Siberia, extansive developasnt of asviation facilities

sithout proper sir garrison would be a llability to the United Stltu?é

- 33 -
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Agenciss within the Amay Alr forees itself toek a simllarly

conservative view of the rele to be alloted to the air forces in

- Alasksn defense. The War Plane Oivision vant even farther than

the Commnder in Chief of the flest. To that sgency the ploture

as of 15 February 1942 sesasd something like this: Curremt plans

wore to concentrate air defense im the Anchorage-Kodiak arsas, oon-

sidered to be the most vital and most vulnerable targets in Alaska,

The squipwent then on hand was not even sufficlent to defend thess

limited areas; the Commanding Ceneral of the Western Defenss Commend

hed allocatsd five squadirons to Alasia, to be on hand thers by

Jura of 1942 for use mainly in the defense of Kodlak and Anchorage,

with possibly & fow planes to be stationed at Ladd Field, Fairbanks.

When the Usnsk and Cold Hay projects were completed in the toming

. sumer, it would be necessary to defend them. But without ailr

. force enough to protect the Lnchwrage-iodiax ares it would be

. foollsh to try to defend Umnak and Cold Bay. Consequently, unless
additional aircraft could bs nade available, work should cease on
whatever construction work had not progressed vory far, such as
projected Alr Corps installations at utsh Harbor, and the nearly
complete bases st Umnak and Cold Bay should be mined for immediaste

destruction in case of attack. For thls purpose it was urged that
demolition units should be present at all times. It was carefully
e pointed out that failurs to recognise the value of ths Alaskan sad

S e v A

o
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
e —

R
o

ST R
v Aloutian buses wes not the reason for allecating only five aquadrons
to that territory. The cause wae twofold: first, no other Alr
Corps units were avullable; second, svailable shipping could berely
maet the requirements of the ground and air forces already in
Aluka.m
This was the situation facing Genersl Dé¥itt who neverthaleas
continuad to ask for additional aireraft. He had narrowed his
. regquests to a single pursuit squadron with which he believed he
oould defend Duich Harbor, But comaltnents elsewhere, Hawall,
Panasa, the Far East, the various task forces, the defense theaters
in the United States, even the need for pursult units in operational
. training units, prevented additional allocailions teo Alnakl.z‘ Deikibt
. finslly was forced to send a squadron of F-33s which would release
a squadron of P-40s for duty at Umnak., By May ldth, then, pro-
- vision had been made for the use of one pursuit squadron at Umnak,

- though at the axpense of units already scarce enough in the Hestemn
29

Dafense Command,
Heanwhile Brig. Con. %illiam O, Butlar had taken over command
. of the Ary Alr Forces in Alaska, had made a thorough study of
the -1tmtion,3o and oh 22 March subaitted a plan for reinforeing
- thae Alssken sir units which provided a compromise solution to the
problam. He recognized that the permanent garrison assigned to

A Alagia was inadequate to afford proper defensa, that it was

- 35~
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impracticable & the time for the War Department to inerease it, and
- that pir inatallstions in Alaska and the Aleutians must be held
-+ st any raesonable coat. Ae¢cordingly he requested that reinforcing
conbat squadrons be lesignated for emergency movemest to Alaska
as soon as facllities wers roaiy to house them should tha need
arise. Hy 1 June 1942 he estimated that facilities wsuld be
svailable for a total of 22 squairons, by 1 August, a total of
28--thess totals including the 5 already assigned. As circumstances
made it possibles to increase tha ynits permensntly assigned, the
rusber of rzinforeing squadrons could be correspondingly reduced.
Only the air echelons of combat units and the alr and command
schelons of haadquarters squadrons would bs provided for in the
- housing plan. Services at airdromes would be supplied Ly detach-
- b ments froa sir base units nlready in Llaska. General Butler was
- even willing to accept units whosae equipment was not fully winter-
izad, for operationa could be carrled on at half the Alaskan flelds
at all times with unwinterized equipment and at tha rast of the
" fislds from 1 ¥arch to 1 Homber%l The plan wes an emergency
meagure only and represents an effort to meset a dangerocus situatlon
with such imperfect expedients as could be found in a short tive.
e It also represents an adaission that reinlercing combat units for

the time being would have to bs based in the United States as park

A It Tt T NI
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- of the foree defonding the Hest Coast. Some controversy had taken
place on that point. Clearly it was proeferable Lo have units om
- the ground and trsined in Alsskan conditions than to bring thea in
at a moment's notiea.j 2 3utler hoped to get sround that diffiomlity
by providing that the command and air echelons of desigoated uniss
should make regular tralning trips to Llaska snd bacomo especlally
fanilizr with the psrticular lastallstion to which they were to ba
e sent 1n case of trouble. This plan recelved general approwal,
except that only two grouvs (the L2d Bombardwent Group, Medium,
and ths 55th Pursuit Groun, Interceptor) wers esrmarked for
service in Alaska, toth salectsd froum the forces of the Yestern
Defense Goumd.33
.- As 2 result of the efforts of Gensrals De7itt and Bugler, it
was possible to meet the Japanese with a% least one squadrem of

. pursuit aireraft, and at least some preparstions had been sade to

. reinforce the Eleventh Air Foroe.

Parallel to the problam of geguring aireraft ran that of
sstablishing an adequste alr warning service. Onos again lack of
ths necesssry squipsent and comaitments to arees and task forces
of higher priority proved the deciding factors. Agsin the plams
for Alaskan defense were radically nffacted, and in rmch the same
way. Briafly the story is this. Cenweral Buckner had glven

" consldersble thought to supplomenting the air defenss of Alaska

v - with radsr installetions, and had svolved on paper a comprehenaive

”
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. not to say complicated, system of detector stations ani filter
conters constituting @ "eordon? screen of radsr oquipment for the
- protection of the Aleutlan Islands as well as of the Xodlak,

34

Cenard and inelorage arsas, This plan had baen approved in

substance and authority granted to sub=-allot necessary funds

for constructilon and equ&pmnt.Bs

Like hia plan for aggreasive
action in the Aleutlans, this plan had tha virtue of straotegical

. vlalon, but it left out the factor of inadequats equipamt, then
chronically effecting eall defenss sctivity, The plan had received
its approvael on 3 Jécacher 1941; and in the course of tlae radar
sabs would probably have been made svailable, 3But the outbraak

of »or changed the entire plcturs and aade it nucessary to allot

preclous rddar equipment to teax forces more immediatsly in need
of 1t than were tho Alaskan defenses 3t that time. With drastle
- reductioa in procurable radsr sets went corrasponding curtallment
in plans. In Jenuary of 1942 Goneral TeTitt expressal his alerm at
the atate of the Alaescan airersaft warning service, pointing to the
fact shat, of the projected 20 fixed detsctor stations, oaly thres
partisl sets and only s saall nucleus of personnel had been pro-
vijsd. He warned especially of the increased danger of surprise
attacks creatod by this ult.uation.%
The Director of Air Jefense in Narch made 1t clear that the
schene of Alaskan aircreft warning would have to be resast on the

basis of 10 sets rather than the originally planned 20, This, it

-
-8 -
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was stated, would involve speeifiec alteration in the entire Alsskan
. defenss plan, for without s proper esrly waming ssreen, it would
- be necessary to concentrate the oombat avistion in eertain central
) and vilnerabls loocatiors rather than to dispersse them to more
outlying fislds whers attacks might firet be expected but which
would not be of such strategis value.”! So the same answer was
given to the problem of inadequate radar equipaent as to that of
linited aircraft allocations. In arder to meke ths best wse of
the equipment that eould be secured, it should be conceatrated at
the strategic base areas nesr Anchorage snd Kodlak, Soms A¥S
coverage should be givea to Fairbanks, though no ocembat aviatien
was to be stationed there. Only losal ground defense should be
- provided for the sther airdromes and staging fields, with speclal
- enphiasis on antlairoraft artillery, and the landing facilities
+ - should be prepared for demwlition in case of attack. This some-
what defeatist, if realistic, pisn spparently anticipated the land-

ing of sneay forces at pns or nore of the outlying fields, for it

. was pointed out that centrally located bombdrs ocould be prepared
at any time %0 bomb any airdrome occupied by the enemy, and that
dispersion could be affected by moving the basmbers out to flelds

- not oteupied by the onow.”

Securing personnal for the Alaskan bases and airfialds for-

s tunately 4id not present sa great difficulties as procuremsnt of

eon \DU\T\ e
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- materiel, Trained permnnol oould scarcesly bas descridbed as a glut
on the mariowt in the early months of 1942, And Genersl Butler did
* mt recelve 28 asny as he thought the Alasian situatisn required.>?
But & shortage of experimnced officers and the training of
porsonnel, sspecially those om flying status, for Alaskan ser—
vices were the most serious problems facing those in charge of
personnel.
- . To supply snd service the alr foross in Alaska required a
great deal of planning. FPrior to tha establishment of an Alr
Jervice Comaand for Alesia (it wes activated, 30 July 1942), Alr
Corpa supply, sas well as thet common to both sir and gromd
forcas, had besn requisitioned through norzal Services of Supply
) channels and provided by the Seattls Port of Esbarkation.*? 1t
hod beem customary to conomntrate supply at a central point with
. the ides that it should be distriduted to outlylng fislds whensver
the need showld arise, This plan had provoksd considerable
criticisn on the ground that it trested Alasiks as a defeasive
rather than as an offsasive sector in which oonsiderstions of
transportatien, {lexibility of defensa, snd dlspersion of vital
mteriel sll pointed tomard a decentralized a::ton.u Both Genersl
Buckner and Cemsral Butler hoped to atock the outlying bases well
K in sdvince of thelr uss in sn mgamy.m
. In order te set up an adoquate and decentralised system of

e . alr supply, it vwas nacessary for the ilr Corps te provide its owm

\,u:¢1 ibt.fiilf\t
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administrativa machinery, and it was in recognition of thias faot

thet Germral Butler, in Psbrusry 1942 recomasnded that an Alr

- Service Commnd be organised for Alaska with suitable headquarters,
depot groups, and sub-depots to provide service facilitiss for the
air n:u-::'».."3 In March he reguested that an Alasikan Air Depot be
established. "In view of the pressnt shortage of supplies and
inereasing requiremsnts,” he wrote, "it is mandatory that some

.. provision be made to meet thase roqulr-mtu.u‘ The Alir Service
Command rsquested as equipment for its proposed Alaskan wing, two

~ sub-depots at the two main fialds (Smendorf and Ladd), one depot

group, and all the services to maintain an alr force in Alasks and
along the staging points and ferry stops through Cansds, Alsska and

< the Alsutian Islands. It plannad specifically to stock 18 flelds

. with equipment which 1t calculated would be ready for shipmeat to

< Alasks at various datos during April and May 1942.4% ©n 1 Aprii,

authority was granted to begin construction of a 1200 unit air

depot at Anchorage, squipped to handle 34 and Lth echelon mainte-
h6

nancs for three combat groups.
Unfortunately, most of thess plans oould offer littls comfort
to thoss who were called upon Lo cops with the Japanese on 3 Jume.
- The XI Air Service Command was not activated uatil the end of July,
and depot, facilities begun late in the spring wers naturally not
« resdy te function by midsusssr. The only air depot group (the 6th)

- Lo mENTRL
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avallable for Alasks could not be transferred 1-.&1.1.011.” And

it was found that no shippimg could be provided before August fer
" the supplies which the ASC hed intanded to mend by 1 June to the
) 18 Alaskan flelde.*®

Tranaportation constituted the worst bottlensck in swpply as
in other factors affecting the Alasikan situation. In Pebrusry of
1942, Ceneral Butler sstimated that water transport availabls for
carrying supplies from the United States consisted of 20 vessels,
totalling 85,000 tona. The trip took a month. The garrison
present in Alaska st the tims required 90,000 ship tons per month.
The answer was obviona."’ Air transport would havs to bhe expanded,

and, if mllitary transports werc not avallable as requested,

- commercial airlines would have to be utllized. Contracts had

*e been made by both the Alr Service Command and the Ferrylng Command

. . with Pan-hmerican, Morthwestern, and United Airlinu.so When the

erisls finally msterialiged im June, the ADC pressed into servies

practically evary trsnsport plane that happened to enter its area

. of jurisdiction; and a great effort was made to imcrease the volums
of regularly ocontrasted transport service to the Tcrit.ory.sl Though
neither the Alr Service Command nor the Yerrylng Comsand had been

- fully organised for work in Alaska by the middle of June, they
had both done ploneering work in thst direction snd had worked out

. tantatively the boundaries of their respective responsidilities

-42 -
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¢ with regard to transpert sstivitiss. The former was to look
after the transportation of tecimicsl supplies, the latter of
airoraft and strategical supplies. They wers to work in close
relationship with esch other and be of mutual usilt.ancc.sa Tot
even with additisnsl air transport service, the probles remsined.
The increasing threat of invaaion,and especiglly the actual out-
bresk of hostilities necessitated an incrsase in the voluas of
- 'uwply roquired for Alasks which more than kept puce with the
incrsased shipping available.”3
Mot far short of the transportation problem, as a hindrance
to the orderly development of Alaskan air defenses, came the commrud
. situation into which the air units were placed. Prior to the es-
. tablisiment o 17 October 1941 of the iir Force, ADG, no oeemtral
air commander existed in the Aluskan Defanss Command, and 80 no

. sgency was repponsible for coordinating the sctivities of the alr
- base and the combat air force. The base was under the direct

control of the post communder at Fort fichardson; and the combat
group came directly under the Commanding Censral, /lasixa Defense

. Commnd, "Tho logisticsl plan was, therefore, always out of atep

with the tscticsl and, in fact, there was no logistical plan for

air oparations for the reason that the Post Comaender had oo respon-

. sibility for outlying poets or alr operstions throughout the terri-

tory."?® Under Lt. Col. E, S. Davis, an extemporized Air Porce

LA Headquarters wes crested to hesd up the 28th Group end the Alaskan

S
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Lir Base.?® Colonel Davis was, howsver, sadly handitepped by a
lack of axperienced officera. The only onaz rvailahble had to be
taken froa the oombat ynits, themselves short of key parschnel,

Even with a headquarters of thaelr own the Alr Corps troops
wers in an anomalous position in relation to the ground forces
under the 4A0C. The zore the Alaskan military situstion was studied,
the more i% becmiae cvident thet the importance of the air forces
w48 out of prophrtion to thelr strength, vhether existing or planned.
As & rosult of the very difficult transportation, ground troops
were boun;i to thalr bases, comaitted to passive defense only. The
sir units, on the other hand, were cepable of 21l the flexibility
necessary for active defense in the Territory. But their relatively
soall numbers and scanty equipment led local commandsrs to overloek
their requireamts in favor of the much wore numerous ground troops.
Cne observer, writing early in Dscember 1941 sald that ths impreasisn
he had rwceived when visiting Army installations was that the defenss
eof Al.uk; rested in the hands of th: ground forces with the alr
forces playing a secondary rul-.’b To soms 1t seemed advissble
to pluce an alr genaerzl over the emtire Alaskan Defsnss Command,
and maite hiz responsible directly to the Chief of the AAF.37 To
alle—at lozst to all Air Corps observars--it was absolutely essen-
tial %o have a capable air officer placed in charge of air activity
in the 'I‘or:-li“.ox'y.58
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General Butler {then Colonel Butler; was the man picked to
heud tha new air force when oh ; Februury 1942 the Alasken Air
Force was designuted the Eleventh Alr Force (then Llth Air Force).
Genaral Butler, though personslly in the closest coopersation with
Ceneral Bucknser, found hiaself in & general commuand systea little
il at &31 improved by the creation of a meparste air force. The
normal chain of command involwsd routing everything through the
hoadquurters first of the ADC and that of the VDO, before it
reashed Cenural Headquarters, «~ashington, In addition, coordine-
tion had te be affected on certuln points between the [levanth
hir Force Headquerters snd the Commender, U, 3. Navy, Task Force
#8, and also with the Cid. Then there was the peculiar position
of Ledd Pield. Opriginally established s & proving ground for
equlpment to be used in extreme cold weather conditions, some con-
fusion had arisen as to ite functlou, resulting in its being placed
under the Alaska Dafense Force ani used in part ap & tactical station
and general dejot., Many advocated that it be declared an exempted
station.?? Prior to llsy 1942, the Cold ifesther Testing Statien
had been opsrating under the tec'mical control of the Companding
Genersl, ihF. As a result of the emergency which aro=e in that
ponth, it was taken over by the ADC, and it was not until 25
Oectober 1942 that Ladd Fleld wap declared an sxsmpted station under

the jurisdietion and control of the Commanding Ganeral, s, %0
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viith all the good intentions in the world, no man in authority
in Alssks could overcons both a complicated chain of comasnd axnd a
o system of parellel jurimdietions. The result was that, at best,
adainistration moved slowly, and, at worst, not at all, its vheels
sntangled in & system whers no one had direst responsibility
cutside his owm ucney.bl in axampls, quoted somswhat later than
the pariod covered in this study, lllustratea the protleas axisting
.. through these sarlier months. It was recommended that s bombing
plans bs sent to ths United States for ovarhanl becauss lscal
facilities were inadequats at the tims. The recommendstisn was
turned down on the ground that the Eleventh Alr Foroe would have

to request permission for the transfer through, first the ADC,

- second, the Commander of USN Task Forue #8, third, the %DC, which
- in turn would possibly evordinate the recomaendstion with the

. . Commsnder in Chief of the Pacific Flest. This procedure, it was
stated, would require fully a month.’2
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CMAPTER I1X
THE JAPAMISE INVASION OF THE ALZUTIAMS, JUNKE 1942

On 18 Nay 1942 what had existed hitherto as s nsbulsus threat
Lecams suddenly definits. BNawval intelligeacs hed recsived werd
that the Japaness wers preparing an amphibious expedition for the
purpose of attaoking Alasksa. The date waa set at 1 to ) Jun-.l
.. Considering the strategic importancs of Alaska and the Aleutisns,

and in view of the fact that Japan must act quickly if she intended

I ) to nsutralise that isportance, it seemsd altogether likely that the
information was correet, And, aceerding to reports, it was a oon-

siderable force that the Japanese had usssmbled; estimates plsced

-~ it roughly at 2 siraraft carriers, 2 {0 3 seaplane tenders, 3 heavy
N cruisers, 2 light cruisers, 12 destroyers, 3 sulmerines, togsther
. with heavy bombers, train \ransports and carge vmolt.z Enemy
capsbilities oould therefore be vlaced relatively high, What
direotion the task force would take ressined a question, but a
- not too perplexing ons when the strategic situstion in the Nerth
Pagific was amlysed.
To Lt., Col. L, ¥, Castner, G-2 for the ADC, that situstion
- pointed in the direction of combined air attacks snd landing opera-
tions, with the Dutch Harbor ares as the most likely initial urgct.s
’- ‘ Other locstions were wulnersble, sepecially the Seward Pemlinsuls
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snd Kodiak; and the ultimste prise must slways be considered the
esinland of Alaska itself. DBut % an ensay force coming froa
Japan, the Aleutians were the key to Alaska. An invasion force
heading in any other direction weuld have to depend for suscess on
the establishment of naval and alr supremscy ia that area, because
it oould then, and thea only, count on much nesded protection for
{ts flanks., The Aleutiana, furthermore, wers the cbriocus bass for
Japanese operations both against the United States and, sheuld
hostilities with Russia materialiss, for s flanking astiocam agsinst
the Maritime Previnces. landing operations in a stap-by-step
progress from the outer Aleutisns seedsd indicatsd and were in
keeping with the plan already demonstrated in Japanese sctivity
in the South Pacific. Immediate sction to neutralise the naval
base at Juteh Harbor would be & prersquisite to action eof this
sort in order to provide the freedom fromx naval opposition necessary
to any rapid csmpaign in the outer islands. Since the Army alr
besos at Umnak and Cold Bay formed with Uutech Harbor a mtually
depandent trio, it was expected that any sudden destructive reid
would include thea also. It would appear that on this poimt our
nilitery suthorities overestimsted the extent of Japanese intellii-
gence vonocarning the newer airfields; and, in view of what has
gone before, it would not be surprising if thelr information com-
piled in the months prior tc Pearl Harbor would fail to include

sn accouat of fevarish preparstions in the Aleutisn Islands.
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Plans fer reinforcing the ilaskan air foroes had been laid
with the ides in aind of walting until nevs of an aectoal enemy
movemsnat toward Alaska was rocclnd.k Agcordingly, on 18 day a
phase of hasty preparations began which made 1t possible for the
Zlaventh Air Force to place socae kind of solid opposition in the
path of the Japanese on 3 June. Genersl Deéiltt on the 18th had
mads arrangemants for dispstehing a squadren of ¥-40's sand feur
heavy bombers (B-17) to Alaska from his own West Coast defeanes.’
Airplanes, cosbat crews, ordasance supplies, transportatioa, and
psrscnnel were moved &s fast and in as large nusbers as possibls to
Fort Glean ('Umk) , Port Randall (Celd Bay) and Port Greely {Kodiak).
The forward echelon of the Elsventh Alr Force hesdquarters was set
up st Fort Greely, leaving the rear echelon of supply and admini-
strative uaits at rort iii.chardson.b

heeording to the plans for Alaskan defanss, Genaeral Butler
reported to Admiral Theobald, Commander of Task Force #8, at Eodlask,
on 27 Uay, Admiral Theobald, in turn, waa to work by mutual coop-
sration with Geaeral Buckner. A "state of flest opposed invasion”
had been desclared, and comsend, as far as asitive operations were
concerned, was vested in the Hn’y.7 But from the beginming it was
evident that sas large forces of Army sircraft as could be mustered
would have to be ready to opsrate at Umaak and Celd Bay., The

Commander in Chief of the Pacifiec Fleet believed this essential
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since, with the exception of some 1l PEY's, they werse the only

air units svailsble to protect surface vesssels in the Duteh Hardor
ares. Later, additionsl PBY's were arranged for on the theory that
patrol by naval afreraft should compensats to some extent for laek
of an sdequate alr warning urvico.s

it was not easy either to prepers the fields st Umnak and
Cold Bay or to provide the planes and squipment. Both fields had
beenn proneunced resdy for use early in !\p:-n..9 But it was one
thing to be able % land a heavy plane on a fleld snd quite smothsr
to condust consistent. combat operstions from that field. Generel
Butler has left us a clear picture of the sit.uat.i.ou.m ¥hen the
Elsventh Air Force mnits first arrived at Usnak only a smll landing
strip was available and there wers ne perking feoilities to smount
to anything., The B-17's had to be parksd on tha edge of a ruray
only 150 feet wide. Other ships landed and took off on the
oppoaite edge. "In landing they ware forced to land one after
amother like carrier planes do on the deck of s carrier and thea
taxi baok so that thelr wheels were just oz the edge of the runway
to make way for other ohips." A% Cold Bay the situstion was similar,
sxcept that the runway was wider. Jteps were talen st once to
provide whatever dispersion parking was possible In the time
allowed, yet General Butler wss forced to admits as late as 16 June
that a dive-bombing attack would probably still destroy mest of the
planes based at these two fislde, Add to thia the complete abssnse
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of radar ssts, the extreme paucity of antisircraft, and the faet
that the fighters on hand eould not fly alerts constantly with
large enough formations to offer good protectien, and the result
was s sltuation precarious in the extroems.

Nor wers thess the only troubles besstiing the sdvanced units
of the Elsventh Alr Force, for it also appears that practically
nons of the equlpment resquired for these fields, snd requestsd
long before the imnadiaste erisis, had -rrind.n Radio sets and
coding machines, both essentizl to rapid seeret communication, were
lacking, Base troops, though promised for almpst a vesr, were
presant in insufficient mumbers. In fact, sbout the only items
ok hand az requesied were gascline and honbl.u

Another serfeus shortage was transport planes. Virtually sll

transpartation to the wastward bases had to be done by air yet

only a handful of planes vere availsbls. As the situation de-
veloped, the ADC sommandsered practicslly svery sircraft that
crossed the border into Alasks to work on the Alsutian projeet;
and froa California te Chicago passengers were taken from their
seats in order that the planes eould bs ssnt to Edwonton to swait
orders for Alaska. At one time it appears that nearly 50 of these
vomuerclal transports were zt various poinia betwesn Edmonton,

Fairbanks and Anchorage. Some had gone ss far ss Umnak, and at

least one of them was on ths Ileld at the time of the attack,

Thess trenasport pllots worked over time, under the most trying
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circumstances, and are in no smsll measurs rsaponsibla for the
fuct that the Japanesce fulled Lo establlsh themselves closer to
our .lsskan defsnses ilhan tha.u Yot in those days of feverish
preparation before the attsck only seven 0«3 type alreraft were
zctuslly on hand to supply the Aleutlan bases over a distance
(tnchorage to Umak) squivilent to thet froa 35t. Louis te New
'Iork.u'

b great deal had to be done in & very short time and with sueh
equipaent as was uvellable. So little huving been done to stock
the sdvansad basss prior to thoa emergenoy, Cenaral Butler had to
pagk up and transport ser¥lcing equipment, ordnance supplies, and
everything else necessary for operations. Fortunstsly, s small
freighter was in dock at Anchorage at tha time and it was pressed

lmsodistaly into service to carry personnel and equipment to Cold

- Bay and Unnak., As soon as reinforcemsnts arrived from the Unlted

States, the 1lith and 18th squadrons were wmoved to the Aleutlans;
but at the time of the attack only four flights had sctuslily got
into position. This left twe flights of pursuit to protect Lodiak
and none at all at Anchorage. Admiral Theobald wanted to move

the entire Eleventh Alr Foree to Ummak aid Cold Bay, but General
Butler believed the parking facllif:ius to be sufficient for at
most ons medium Lombardment aquadron and two pursuit squsdrons

&8s initisl toroo.ls By 2 June 1942, the alr striking force was
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4 disposed sz follows:

X Fort Glen {Umnak) 17 P40O's
- 6 5—26'.
- Fort Randall (Cold Bay) 16 P-40's

6 B-2's

The sbove-listed pursuit planes were taken from the lith md 18th
squadrons snd the medium bombers from the 77th. In addition to
thess units, a squadron of 15 Bolinghrokes frem the RCAP were
stationed at Amette lIaland, and the Zleventh Air Force radar-
equipped airerafs (one B-175, two LB-30's) weres assigned to the
Navy for patrol duty. One sdditionsl B-17, without radar, had
bean assigned to the Navy for the purpess of ssarching the
Aleutians., A medium bosbardment squadron (the 77th) was st

'~: Anchorage ready to move out us moon as ensmy contast was made;

: and s squadron of B-17"s (the 36th) was on its way from the United

- States to Klsendor.l®

A large part of this force, one pursuit squadron aad almost

all the hesvy wombardsent planes, had been resently sent from the
United States in accordance with the prevailing theory that Alaskan
defeuse forses could be kept in the continemtal liaits smd sent
north enly when trouble arose. Few of the pilots or crews were
- familier encugh with the probleas of Alaskan flying to be sither
sfficient or at homs in the ml.n On sceount of thelr hasty

> departure for the woestward bases, none nf the organisstions were
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provided with sdeinistrative or saintenanse pcmml.n As things
stood on 2 June, therefore, the Eleventh Air FParoe striking force
=3y be sald to have heen only smore or lsss in position, quite in-
adequately supplied, insuffieiently trained, and cempletely lacking
in routine administrative mashinery. That it had dene as much os

it had, in as short a time, and under such adverse circumstances,

not all of which could be klamed om any partisular sgensy, represents
nevertheless sn undertaking little short of mirsculous.

The sscond phase of operations began on 2 June when the naval
patrol reported the firat signs of cnemy sctivity, other than sub-
marine recm msissance. The report indicated the presence of an
sneny carrier about 40O miles scuth of Kiska. Ne contact with the
enemy was made, however, until 0655,19 3 June, when four unidentified
heavy bombers were reported over utch Harber. Both Ft. Glean and
Ft. Randall were warned of impending ntmk.m

Although wnemy action was expected at any time, the precise
momant of the attask was semething of 2 surprise. The Japanase
task force sosms t0 have mansuverad cleverly under cover eof bad
weather—=go cleverly that it indicatsd rather intimste knowledge
of the vagaries of Aleutisn fogs. An atwospheric disturbence was
moving sastward st the time, and the Japasness force followed in
the concsalment of its westward edge. It attaciked Duteh Rarbor
during ths first clear weather after the sterm, probably nowing
that alr assistance from the esst would have diffisulty getting

N LA
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throuy:.zl After a preliminary sweep by & flight of fighting planes
which strafed installations near the alr station, four flights of
bombers, each three or four planss strong, bonmbed the Fort Mears
ares. The principal targets were apparently Fort Mears, the radlo
station, and the wooden oil tanks. The last two targets were
probably well imown to the enemy, since they had beem in sxistencs
for years. Considerable dansge was done, mainly in the fora of
burned buildings, before the snemy withdrew to its carrier which
sesms {5 have been waiting scut.mest of Unalaska Ialand.n

30 far the enemy's plans had worked precisely with ressonshle
offect and apparently without loss of airoraft, despite emergetic
antisiraraft fire froa Fort Mears, Yo more action took place
that morniag until asbout 1110 when twe enexy sruliser-typse planes
ware cagaged over Gtter Polnt, Umnak, by P-40's stationed there.
One was shot down; the other sscapsd. This may very wall have
been the first intimstion the Japanese had received of the
existence of Fort Gienn and the new airfield there. At neon
snemy fighters appsared over Umnsk, but were driven off by Army
fighters. This attack msy have been directed st Dutch Harbor
and diverted to Fori Glenn when the Army Alr Forces instsllstions
there warse dhumod.aa No further contact was made with the
eneny oa 3 June, slthough Captaln Meals took off twice from Fort
Olenn with a flight of B-26's. The only serious casualty of the
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day, an far as the Army aircraflt ware concerned, occurred when one
B~26 ocrashed in the snow on returmning to the base. The plane
wes wrecked, but nc lives were lost.

Mearmwhile, things had been taking place to the east of the
Duteh Harbor-Umnak area. 3ix B-17's srrived at Elmendorf Field
frem the United Statss, and were ordersd to Fort Creely. Ten
Canadian Bolinghrokes froa thea RCAY units statiened at Amette
Island srrived at Yalutat to proteot that area.

At 0845, & Juns, Naval Patrel Wing Four reported contact with
thres sneay vessals, imcluding one, and passibly twe, carriers,
sbent 160 miles scuthwest of Umlk.u The Comsamder of Task Force
#8 had ordsred all svallsble aircraft concentrated at Fort Glemn
and Fort Randall as soon as important Japansse forces ware
located. Accordingly, the 36th Squadron (B=17) was ordered to
attack froa Kodiak, refuelling and picking uwp such information
about the snemy as they oould find at Cold Bay. Ths 73d Squadren
(B-26) which had besn waiting for orders st Elmendorf received
orders to procesd to the target by way of Port Randall and Umnek.
The 77th Squadron (B-26), slresdy split between Cold Bay and
Umnak, had standing orders to attack when the targst was located.

Aocording to this plan of astlon, Captaln Meals took off
from Fert Glemn with 5 B-26's as scon a8 the report of Japanese

vasasls came threugh frosm the Navy patrol {(0900). But the weather
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had again deterlorated, bringing low ceiling and fog, se Captain
Neals had to return (1355) without locating the target. On
receipt of additional and scourats informatlon from "Patwing
four," Colonel Tareckson led 5 B-26'a from Cold Bay to attack
at 1220, Juring the flight the slements of the squairon became
sepsrated and only a few ships aotually found the target, owing
to ths sxtresely poor visibi].it.y and s celling of not more than
200 feet. Gaptain Thornbrough was the first {0 locale the
Japanese vessels. In hi» excitement he dropped his torpedo on
the deek of 2 sarrier, doing very little damago. He went baek
to Cold Bay, relcaded and returned to the attack by himself,
That night he was hesrd cslling over Cold Bay, ssying that he
was'on top® with 15 sinutes gas left. That was the last ever
heard of him. Lieutenant Taylor also found the snemy and susoseded
in breaking through sntiaircraft fire to launch hls torpedo. Ne
was forced to proceed to Umnsk without obsarving ressults.

At 1540 Captain Dunlap, with 5 B-17's and one LB-30 sguipped
with radar, tock off from Cold Bay on a search~attsack mission
southwast of Umnak. No results ware obtalned and the squadron
(less one, lsft behind on agoount of ongine trouble) landed at
Umnak at 2100. The B-17 left st Cold Bay was taken up by Captain
Hansfisld when Captain Thormbrough brought book word of the snamy
carrier's location. He was joined by Capialn Marks in the B=17
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which had been on duty with the Mavy patrol. Both succeeded in
locating the target. Captaln Marks reported that Hansfield went
under the ovarcast st about 200 feet. Marks himself wemt In
higher and 4ropped hiu bombs by guess. Wansfield was never heerd
from again, vut Marks sucoeeded in obtalning a direet hit on one
sneny ship, according to observations mads hy his crew.

Captain Heals agair took off on an attack mission from Umnak
st 2040 with 5 B-26"s., Thrae of the planes located the enamy and
launched two torpedoes at sn eneay crulser. Une torpsdo struok
the port bow and was seen to sxplods, The other was believad also
to have been affectlivs, but to whal axtankt 1t was lmpossible to
deterninae.,

Yeanwhile, at 1855, an ensmy force of 10 XwwaX boabers and 16
fighters made an zttack on Jutch Harbor. The attack, the second
major ons made, resulted in the destruction of a few warshouses
and some oll tcnka.zs Part of the Japanose force, numbsring four
dive bombers and four Zero fighters, pessed over Umnak on thelr
return trip froam Jutch Harbor. Their ohjective appsars to have
been reconnalssance of the runway at Fort Glesan. The dive bombers
had dropped their bombs at Dutch Harbor and were relatively wul-
nersble to fighter attack, yet they stayed over the slrfleld until
the runway had been locnt.ed.zﬁ They wars angaged by elgit P=4{0's
from ths 11th Fighter “quadron., Lleutenants Thite, Chantellor and
Dale sach shot Jown a dive homber. Llsutenant Cape shot down a

07
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Zere and was in turn shot down. Lisutenant HcIntyre, with a
erippled plans, survived a erash landing at 200 miles an heur
with wheels up and mntor dead. Counting the destruetion of a
Japsnese cruiser scout plane at Umnak the previous dsy, the score
stood at 5 %o 2 in favor of the U, 3. fighterl.zz

After the attscks of 3 and 4§ June, the enemy withdrasw, his
prelininary work done, though not altogesther to hia liking. There
seams 1little doubt that the presence of irmy sircraft st Usmak
and Cold Bay disrupted what was probably a aors ambitious plan
for sction in the nearer Alsutian Islands. After the Ath, the
Japsnegs were forced to fall back on sn alternative plan which
turned out to be to ncowy the outsr Aleutians where thsy could
safely dig in, mnd from which they could still scoomplish two of
their major objectives: to guard sgainat Americsn aotisn sgainst
Japan in the North Pacific and to maintain enough ef an astive
threat in that sector to occupy 2 considerable American fores snd
keep it from reinforeing the hard pressed forces in the South
Pacifie.

Between the bombing of Dutch Harbor and the ocoupation of
Fiskn and Attu, a gane of hide-and-seok took place during which
the Amorican patrols sought without success to locate the Japanese
flest. The hectic action of the 3d and 4th had left the Ameticans,
faw of whom werse seasoned Alnskan flisrs, and still fewer scsacmed

fighters, with a thriving case of nervas. Certain incldenta
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arlaing out of this overwrought state provided just about all
thera was to report in the days immediately following the
Japanese attack. The pilot of a search plsne had the antire
available striking forge cut to mttack a rock which he had
reported as an snemy carrlier. A flight of P-38's sarouts from
the United States paused long snough to attack s Russisn freighter
that happened by. Thesas wen, new to the Alaskan scens, wers, &s
General Butler put lt, "pretty wild for x couple of days,” chas~
ing friend and foe alike. Une even landed st Umnak with all his
guns going.za As the alr units settled down to a less frantic
sort of campaigning, most of theme difficulties disappeared, In
general, aspeclally during these early days of the fighting, morale
was high and each pilot hoped for little better than to ba given
& good chance at the enw.zg

Not much more remaine to be rscorded [rom 5 to 1l June, when
the Navy patrol reported the Japanasse presence on nisks and Attu.
These islande, barely within the extreme rauge of a B-17 based
at Umnak, provided the enemy with bases whare, in spite of
continued long-range bombing attacks by irmy planes, they could
settles for a time, collect their forces, and prepare to fortify
their position., Whith the retirement of the Japaness to thes outer
islands, the Pirst critical phase of the Aleutian campaign may
be considered ended.>?
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» The fighting in the Aleutisns taught seversl lessons, some
of lesser, some of major importance. On the tactical side, the
Japanese deaonstrated, in addition to a certain inflexible ad-
herence to plan which was more or less expsoted, a mastery of
sction under Alsutian conditions which sur airmen could profit-
v ably atudy. Not only did they advance in force under covar of
weather, but used cloud formatinns as effective protection in

) aerial conbat.al

Thelr Zero fighters appeared to be mors speedy
and more maneuverable than our P-J.O's,32 & [act which suggested
the uae of the P~39 or the P-38 in preference. Their antiaireraft
was very affective at low altitudes. Une mathod of defense in

the cloud cover seems to have depended on bunching of the anti-
sireraft fire. 4 fow instances were reportad of the Japansse using

2 U. S. frequencies and broadcasting in inglish, An unverified

report also had it that they adopted Lmarican identification marks
on their pla.mm.33
This latter report may well have come froa those American

flyers who =aw thelr [lrat combat flying over Umnak and who ad-
mitted to difficulty in ldentifying the enemy until he was out of
range. Though effective enough in dog-fights, our fighters also

v left something to be desired in their use of rsdio, and iln their
approuach to thelr targets, Owing partly to the low altitude

necessary in Alasian weather, and partly to the lack of an alr
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warning systen, their attacks wers usually too quiek.y'

The B=26
provaed to be of minimum value in Alaskan conditions. Its limited
range prevented its effective uze over the long distances that
nesded to ba covered, und its tricycle landing gear made landing
exceedingly hasardous on the wtlll rugged fields at Umnak and
Cold Ba.y.” As had been anticlipsted b General Bui'.]g‘«:",a'6 tor-
pedoes provad to be more ussful waapons thsn bombs where low cell-
ings prevented bopbing at mormal altitudes. Although reguested
repsatedly, no torpsdoes had beesn provided, and such 2z were ussd
hzd to be borrowed from the llavy.37

In additlon to these tactlical lessonn, the opening hlows of
the Aleutian campalgn taught certaln things of much more far-
resching importance, inwelwing the ontire principle of Alaskan alr
defense. Almost all those issuss uson which so much debate had
token placs smerged from the fighting of June 1942 in much more
distinct outline. First of all, there was the question of ths
strategic value of airfields in the Aleutians. On this point
there could be little doubt afier the event. Despita & manifest
and unsvoldable lack of preparation, the Aray air units based at
the nex LAlsutian bases were inatrumental in preventing a mors
seriocus attack, and they may well have been the immediate ceuse
of the change in the onexy's plans sdcording to which he retired

to Kiaka snd Attu and prepared to fight a defensivs campaign
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for ths tinme being rather than to press tha advantage he had
undoubt.adly gained at Jutch Harbor. It becsme more than ever

w apparent, that Umnak, Cold Say mnd Dutch Harbor were mutually
dependent, and that to abandon one would mesn sbsndoning the
othsr two; snd to abandon Jutch Harhor would be squivalent to
relinguishing naval &8 well as alr control of the North Pseific
ares.

. svarnts had demonstrsted that it was easiar to mova units into
these fields undoperats them affectively under adverse conditions
than most observers in headquarters had thought. The entire
air strength in ilsska, though dsngerously low, had hean concen-
tratad with falr speed and with no amall effect. Neverthaless,
it became very clear thal sdvanced bases should be stocked well
in advance of operatlons, and in sufficiant quantitiss to supply
a waximum rather than a minimum force. General Butler statad that
the govarning feoctor lm the early fighting was not the oumber of
avallsble planes 80 nmuch as the facilities avallable for parking,

serviecing, and supplylng et Umnak and Cold Bay.38 Reinforcing
units had been moved forwerd as fast zs the flelds, stlill incom—
plete and lnsdequately stocked, oould be made repdy to recelivs
them. All of which pointed to two things: first, a shift of
atrategic policy for Alaske from one of passive defense to one

: anvisaging aggressive action aguinat the enemy; and, second, the
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provisien of an air service systeam which oould be depended on te
provide for this offerisive phase of operations. Soms steps had
besn taken prior to June 1942 to secure a separate ilr cervice
Comuand for Alaska, sand to provide depot fscilities. It now becames
imperative that these plans be carrisd cut as raplidly ss pessible.
Little doubt wss lefi on another point. xeinforcing air units
could no longer be based mainly in the continentsl United dtates,
to be sent to Alaska only when an eaergsncy arose. The presence
of the Japeneoss in the outer Aleutians created g situwation eof con-
stant energency, demanding a permanent garrison, and one which
should be increamed as fast as the supply of esirceraft and crows
could be provided. In derch Ueneral Butler had alse agitated for
& reserve suply of raplacement planes and crews L0 be kept in
hlaska, tralnad snd ready to becoms instaatly sffective when
needed. Utherwise, hs argued, the time taxen to secure combat
replacemeats wuld be sboul one month, to say nothing of the time
lost in training on the ground aand in aduinistrative ndjum.”
In the futurs as in the past, of course, the conditioning factor
was to be the supply of men and equipment avalisble. For the time
being, «a asny aircraft had been opersted from the Aleutian bases
a3 thoss bases could accosmodate. But as facilities were provided
the problea of prioritias in combat unite would sgain govern the

situation,
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Yot even on that point, the quastion of priorities, the
sitwation had grown clearer. WNith the Japansss actually prasent
- on Amsrican soll and possessed of capabilities which remsined
alurming, tha War Department began to bulld up the combat strangth
ol the Alaskan garrison s rapidly ss possible. Alr foros tech-
nieal sepplies sent to Alsska for June 1942 were almost double
the quantity sent in May of that year; and the July figure more

i than doubled that for Jwme.'" The proble of transportation was
in woms dogres mst by a considershle Iincrease in the mamber of

tragsport planes provided fer Llun.u Six radar asts were

added to the originally planned limit of ten, with appropristely

incrsased personnel, to meks up for the glaring lack of an early
h2

o warning system demonstrated at Dutch Harbor.W  General sir fores

personnsl were sarmaried for Alasks in inecresasing nusbers, thewgh

still not emough o sult Genwral Batler ."3

The Eleveath Alr Ferse,
by the end of June, still lacked aircraft, crews, service personnel,
sxperienced officars, and technical supplies in numbers snd guan-
tities sppropriate to the astivity of the thester. Other theatera
still enjoyed, snd rightly o, a higher priorisy -utu.“

at least Alaska no longer labored uwnder the handicap eof s prisrity

hat

sstablished mainly on the assumption that it was a sector of

passive defense.
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NOTRS
Chapter 1

Memo for G/AC from Chief of Plans Div., AC, 7 Des. 1935, &n
Aw 686, ‘mp

Ibid.
Ibid.

Ibid.; 1te, C/AC to QMG, 22 Nov. 1935; meso for Chief, Building
snd Grounk Div, from AC/AC, 2 Mar. 1935, both in AAG 686, Alsska.

Report of Board of Officers convensd by the O of the Alaskan

Flight for the purpose of making retommendations regarding the
satablishment of aa air base im Alaska, 23 Aug. 1934, in MG
686, Alasks.

Ltr., G/AC to Awst. SW, 1i Oct. 1928, in AAG 686, Alsska; 1tr.,
TAG to C/AC, 9 Sep. 1929, im AAG 636, Alaska.

Ler,, TAG to G/AC, 10 Mar. 1938, inm AAG 586, Alaska.

Memo for C/3 from C/AC, 13 Nov. 1939, in AAG 686, Alaska.
Meme for AG/S, G=3, G~4, wtc., from C/3S, 28 May 1940, in AAG
£00.1, Alaska; 1ltr., TAG to QMG, 29 May 1940, sams file; R&R,

Chief, Material Div. to Plans Div., 7 June 1940, in AAG 382,
Alaska.

Ltr., Bq. 3d Wing ORQ A¥ to CG, GBQ AF, § Nov. 193, in AAG 686,
Alaska; sew ch, I. n. B,

Ltr., Bq. ADF to CG, 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940, in AAG 331, Alaska.
Ltr., Hq ADP to GG, 4th Army, 24 Oct. 1940, in AAG 381, Alaska.

6th Ind. (ltr., Hq ADC to GG, 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940) TAG to C¥,
Lth Army, 29 Jan. 1941, in AAG 381, Alaska.

34 Ind. (1tr., Hq ADP to CG, Ath Army, 24 Oot. 1940) Hq. kth
Army to TAG, 16 Jan. 1941, in AAG 381, Alaska; lst Ind. (1tr.,
Mq. ADF to CG, &th Ary, 24 Oct. 1940) Bq. kth Army te TAG,

12 Nov. 1940, same file; 5th Ind. (lir., Hq. ADP to CG, 9th CA,
3 Sep. 1940) C/AC to TAG, 15 Nov. 1940, same file; 2d Ind.

(1tr. Hq. ADF to CG, 4th Army, 2k Oct. 1940) TAG te CG, Ath Army
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8 Jen. 1941, same file; 6th Ind. (1ltr., Hg. ADP %o CG, 9th CA,

. 3 Swm. 19&05 TAG to GO, Ath Army, 29 Jan. 19A1, seme flle}

7 rad., WD to Lt. Gen. J. L. Déitt, CO, Lth Army, 26 Apr. 1941,
same file; 1tr., Hq. kth Army to C/3, 2 June 1941, same file;

] sxtrest from 1tr., €O, Ath Army to G/S, & June 1941, sams Tile;
-+ memo for AC/S, WPD from C/AC, 26 Juns 1941, same file; memo for
- Colonel .Kimble, liaison officer, C/AC snd CAk, from ¥D WPD, 19

July 1941, in AAG 686, Alasks; ltr. Chief of Nawal Opnsi %e
C/S, 23 July 1941, in AAG 381, Alaske; memo for C/S from
Chief of ALY, 30 July 1941, sames file; lir., WD O-4 to C/S,

16 Aug. 19L1, in AAG 686, Alaska; RAR, AAF WPD to C/AC, 7 Ost.
1941, eame file; zemo for TAG from Chief of AAF, 29 Sep. 1941,
sams file.

15. Memo for C/S from Chisf of AAF, 30 July 1941, in AAC 381, Alaska.

16. Rad., WD to GO, ith Army, 26 Apr. 19Al, in AAG 381, Alssks; ltr.,
Chief of Naval Opns. to C/S, 23 July 1941, sems file; RER, AAP
WPD to C/AS, 7T Oct. 1941, in AAG 686, Alssia.

17. 24 Ind. (ltr., Hg. ADF to CG, 4Ath Army, 24 Odt. 19A0) TAG to
CG, 4th Army, & Jan. 1941, in AAC 381, Alaska; rad., WD to CG,
Lth Army, Apr. 1941, same file.

18. 34 Isd. (1tr., Hq. ADF to GG, 4th Army, 24 Oct. 1940) Hq. Ath
Army to TG, 16 Jan. 1941, in AAG 341, Alasia; 1tr., Bq.,kth
krmy to C/8, 2 June 1941, same file.

19. m Indo (ltl'., Bq- Am h m' hth w’ 2“ M- lw) lq-
Ath Army to TAG, 12 Wov. 1940, in AAG 331, Alaska.

20. Rad., WD to CG, ith Army, 26 Apr. 1941, in AAG 38), Alasks; ltr.,
Ha., 4th Army %o C/8, 2 June 19A), in AAG 381, Alasksj extract
from 1tr., CG, &4%h Aymy to C/S, 4 June 1941, in AAG 381, Alaskas.

21. Lsr., Chief of Naval Opns. to C/S, 23 July 1941, in AAG 341,
Alsska; memd fer TAG from Chief of AAF, 29 Sep. 19AL, in AAG
686, Alasks.

22, MNemn for Chisf of AAF from WPD, 28 Nov. 1941, im AAG 686,
Alasks; ltr., TAG to Chief of Engr., 14 Dec. 1941, in AAG
600.1, Alasiks, MNeanwhile, osustruction had alresdy been begun
on two iwproved runwmys at Cold Bay, the prineipal staging
fis1d on the reute from Anchorage to Usnak, under swpervision
of the CAA; memo for TAG from Chief of AAF, 29 Sep. 194), in
' ALG 686, Alasks.
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. 23. Sea the following correspondence dealing with this topie: memo
¥ for AC/S, G=& from C/AC, 3 June 1941, 1a AAG 686, Alaska; ltr.,

Hq. WDC to TAG, 5 Aug. 191, in AAG 686, Alaska; memo for record,
v filed under datse 13 Oct. 1941 in AAG 685, Alaska; B&R, AMAEP to
- AFRAD 2 Apr. 1942, in AAG 686, Alaska,

24. Ltr., Hq. 4th Army to TAG, 9 July 1940, and 24 Ind., C/AC %o
Chisf of Bngr., 18 July 1940, both in AKG 686, Alasks. FPlans
were laid in the following year for the War Departmsnt to
cooperate with the Navy in establishing Army landing facilitles
at Kodiak. Ltr,, Hqg. 4th Army to TAG, 1 May 1941, and mas for
. WD G-k from C/AC, 19 May 1941, both in AAG 686, Alasks.

25. Memo for C/S from Acting AC/S, 30 Nov. 1940, in AAG 686, Alasks;
memo for AC/S WPD from AC/AC, 17 Dec. 1940, same fils.

26. Ltr., 3W to Secretary of Commerce, &4 Jan. 1941, in AAG 686,
Alaska. 2d Ind. {itr., Hq. ADF to CG, hth Army, 2, Oct. 1940)
TG to CG, Ath Army, 8 Jan, 1941; 6th Ind. (1ltr., Hq. ADP %o
CG, 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940) TAG to CG, 4th Army, 29 Jan. 1941,
in AAG 381, Alasks.

27. Ltr., Secretary of Commerce to SW, 13 Apr. 1942, in AAC 686,
Alasks, See slso attached 1tr., SN to SBecy. of Commerce, 19

-y Apr. 1942. The fields spproved by the SW for this project
T included: Aniak, Fareowell, Homer, Llismna, Kensi, Moses
Point, Minchumina, Nenans, Seward, Supmit, Tsnana, Tsmscross,

Talkeetna, Yakataga.

: 28, L1t Ind. (ltr., C/AC to TAG, 6 Nov. 1940) TAG to C/AC, 28 Nov.
1.9&0’ in MG m.l’ Alasks. See also lir., Gent. Arpold to
Col. D. H. Connolly, Admdnistrator of Civil Aeromsutics, Dept.
of Commerce, 10 Oct. 1940, in AAG 600.1, Alaska,

25. For statemsnts of the progress and status of thess fields, see
the following torrespondence: wmemo, Fermenent Joint Board on
Defense to Chiel of AAF, 1 Dec, 1941, in AAG 334.7, Permsneat
Joint Board on Defense; ltr., C/AS to Alr Attache, Canadism
Legation, 9 Dee. 1941, snd Appendix "i," dame file. Ses also
correspondencs filed under AAG 361, Air Routes, 1 Awg. 194l.

8

Memo from Maj, Nell W. Rice to Gen. Arnold, 11 June 1942,
WP II-C-1 Alasks §2.

4. " 31. "Alaskan Defenses Built at Fifty Beslow Zero," digest of article
" by Lt. Col, John R. Hardia from The Military Jan.
- 1942, in Sglence News Letter, 24 Jen. 1942, 5%%"—‘!’-5 .

32, Ses Ch., I, n, 30.
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: 33. M. Davis, "I saw Alaska at War," in Ssturday Evening Fost, CCXIV
' (22 My 1942), 12-13,

na 3“ Ch. I, R mo

35. Ltr., CG, ADC to CG, ith Army, 21 Dec. 1940, in AAG 686, Alasks; .
1tr., Col. F. M. Keewtedy and Lt. Col. H. L. Clark to Maj. Gen. ii.H.
Arnold, 8 Sep. 1941, in AAG P3.1, Alaska.

36. Ltr., Brig Gen. S. C. Godfrey to General Streeit, 21 Oct. 1542,
in AAG 600.1, Alasks.

37. Yor progress and status reports on Lie construction projests,
ses the following docwments: =memo from Maj. Rice te Gen. Arnold,
11 June 1942, in WP II-C~1 Alaska #2; Swpplementsl Request for
Airport Dsvelopment im Alaska, F.Y. 1942, im AAG 486, Aleska;
periodic reports on progress of construction in file AAG 600.1,
Alasks; Appendix C, present study.

38. Ltr., Col, D. Y. Gaffusy, CO, Ladd Pield, to Col. B. W, Hill,
the Air Inspector, 20 Dec. 19hl, in #AG 333.1, Alaska.

39, Mewo report on Alaskan Air Porce operation made by Mag. A. GC.
> McKinley for Materiel Div., 18 Mar. 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #1.
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Chapter 11

See Ch. I, n. 30,

Draft from Chief of Naval Opns. and C/8 to Comdr in Chief,
Pacific Flest, CC ¥DC and Comdr, Pagific NSorthern Naval Coastal
Prontier, 1k Oct. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #1; memo for C/AS
from AC/AS, A-WPD, 2L Oet. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alaska #1; 1tr.,
CG WDGC to TAG, 27 Oot. 1941, dame file; 1tr., Chlef of AF to
CG AFPCC, 28 Nov. 1941, in AAG 381, War Plans. Ses alwo
Appendix B, present study.

Neso for C/AS from AC/AS, A-WPD, 21 Oet, 1941, in WP II-C-1
Alaska 71,

Ltr., Chief of AAF to GO AFCC, 28 Mov. 1941, in AAG 381, War
Plhans.

Ltr., CO WDC te TAG, 27 Oct. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #1; ltr.,
Gol. Gaffney to Col, Hill, 20 Dec. 194X, in AAG 333.1, Alsaks.

Ltr., CG WDC to TAG, 27 Oct. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alssks #1.

Hemo from Haj. McKinley for Materiel Div., 18 Mar. 1942, in

¥P 3I-C-l Alaska #1; memo from Maj. Neil W, Rice to Gen. Arnmold,
11 June 19}#2’ sme file.

Sae Ch. II, n. 6.

Ltr., CO ADC to CG WDC, 3 Jan. 3942, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #1.

Nemc for the Prealdest from Gen. Marshall, 21 Jan. 1942, in W
II-C-1 Alaska #1.

Memy for Materiel Div. from Maj. McKinley, 18 Mar. 1942, in
WP II-C-1 Alaska #1; memo for Chief of AAF from Col. W. O.
Butler, presented in conferencea 10 Feb. 1942, in WP II-C-1
Alaska #1; 1tr., Col. Gaffnay to Col. Hill, 20 Dec. 1941, ia
MG 333.1, Alseka; itr., CG ADC to CG WDC, 14 Jan. 1942, in
AAG 600.1, Alaska.

Ltr., CG ADG to CG ¥DC, 3 Jan. 1942, in W IT-C-l Alaska #1.
Ltr., Fa. ADC to GG WDC, 1k Jan. 1942, im AAG 600.1, Alaska.
S” ch. II’ n. 12.
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15. Ses Ch. IY, n. 13. See alsa 5th Ind., CG ADC to CG WBC,
¢ 21 Apr. 1942, sams file.

- 16. 6th Ind. (ltr., Hq. ADC to CG WDC, {1k Jan. 1942} CG WG to TAG,
- 6 .‘I 19&21 in AAG WQl’ uuh-

17. Ltr., Bq. WDC to TAG, 18 July 19h1, in AAG 381, Alssks (wee also
sttached indorsements, especialily 3d, 5th, Tth, and 9th); 1tr.,
Hq. WOC to CG FF, GHy, 25 Jan. 1942, in WP 1I-C-1 Alssks F1;
3d Ind. (Ltr., TAG to OG WDG, 3 Peb. 1942) CG WDC to CG F7,
Army War College, 28 Feb. 1942, in AAG 452.1, Alasia.

18, Ltr., Hy. WEC to ThG, 18 July 1941, in AAG 3421, Alaska.
19. Ibid., 5th Ind.

20. Ltr. (personal) Lt. Gen. De¥itt to Cen. Marshall, 3 Hay 1942, in
WP II-C=1 Alaska #2.

21. RaR, Gen. rmold to Gen. Spatts, 24 Dec. 1941, in AAG 3.9,
Organization £A7. Refers to ltr., Gen. Buckner to Gen. Armold,
& Dec. 1941, not attached.

v 22. WPJ, WD placed reinforeaments for Alasks under Ath priority,

. espesinlly with regard to the use of American shipping. Memo,
R Lt. Ge. D. D, ﬁum‘u’ to Lt., Gen, Brehon W, 19 Feob.
; 19&2; in AG m (1"17"‘2) MSC-D=M o

. 23. 24 Ind. (1tr., Hq. ADC to GG WDG, 1h Jan. 1942) GHQ to TAG,
g 17 Peb. 19425 also 3d ind. (sams besic ltr.) TAG to OG WDC,
26 Uar. 1942, both in AAG 600.1, Alaska,

2,. "Joint Army-Navy Plans for Alaska® prepared by CG ADC and
Comdr, Alasksn Ssctor, 13th Naval Distriet, 31 Jan. 1942, in
WP II-C-1 Alaska #l.

25, Ath Ind. (1tr., CG ADC to CG WDC, 3 Jan. 1942) Hg. AAF to TAG,
. 16 Feb. 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alsska #1.

26, 2d Ind. ("Joint Army-Navy Plans for Alasks," see Cu. LI, n. 24)
Comdr in Chisf, U. 8. Fiest to Chlef of Naval Opns., o date,
- in WP II-C~l Alaska #1.

27. BAR, hth comment, A-WPD to AAT Dir. of Air vefenwe, 15 Feb.
1942, WP II-Cal Alaska #1. 3Ses alszo nemo for Chief of AAF froa
AC/AS AWPD, 2 Feb, 1342, WP II-C-1 Alssks rl.
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Ltr., Hq. WDC %o OG FP, GHQ, 25 Jan. 1942, i@ WP If«C~1 Alssks
#1; 1tr. G AAF %o OPU, 2% Apr. 1942, in AAG 452.1, Alasks.

RER, 24 comment, AFABP to APACG, 22 Nay 1942, in WP II-C-1

Alsska #2; memo for the CG AAF from C/AS, 1B May 1942, in AAG 381,
Alagka. Gen. DeNitt expressed considsrable alars over the lack
of aireraft svallabls in his command for the purposs of patrell-
ing the vital west coazi factery sreaas, sspecially the los
Angeles-San Diego srea. Hetween the Aray snd the Navy, omly

32 airorafl could be mustered on 15 Jan. 13h2 to patrol the
sotire west coast of the United States; 1tr., Gen. Dellitt to

Gen. Marshsll (personal), 1é Jan. 1942, in AG 452.1 (7-24-41

*"iir Reinforcesenty for ¥DC and Alasis.” ‘

Nemo for Chief of ILPF from Col. Batler, 10 Feb. 1942, in WP
11-C~] Alaska #1.

Lér., CG 1lth AP to CG AAF, 22 Mar. 1942, ¥P 11-C-1 Alasks §2.

2d Ind, (1tr., Hq. ADP to CO 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940) Hq. ith Aray
te TAQ, 27 Sep, 1940, in AAC 381, Alsska; 34 Ind. (1ltr., TAG to
CC ¥DC, 3 Peb. 1942) CC WOC and 4Ath Army to CG FP, 28 Peb. 1942,
in MO i52.1, Alupks; smese alwo cttached correspondence.

This plan is contained in ltr., CG 1llth AF to (C AAP, 22 MNar,
1942, in WP I1-Cw1 Alasks #2,

Lir,, Hq. ADC to CO, Ath Army, 21 July 1941, im RAG 676.9,
Alaska (mee also attashed correspondence, especinlly 7ih Imd.);
24 Ind. (rad., CC WIS to TAG, 12 Aug. 1941), Office of the Chief
Signal Officer to TAG 26 Aug. 1941, in AAG L13.k, Alaska.

7th Ind. (1tr., Hq. ADC to CQ, ikth Army, 21 July 1941) TAG to
Chief Signal Officer, 3 Dec. 1941, in AAG 676.9, Aluska.

Ltr., Hq., ¥DC to CG FB, GEQ, 27 Jan. 1942, in AAG 676.9, Alaska.

Neao for AC/S WPD from OG AAP, 24 Mar. 1942, in AAG 676.9,
Alssks; memo for C/5 from Dir. of Air Defense, 26 ilay 1942,

in AAG 370.3, Alasks; RkR, Dir, of iir Defense to ASPD, ne
date, im WP II-C-1 Alaska f1; memo for Dir. of Kilitary Re-
qnim;:ta frem Dir. of ALir Defense, 10 Mar. 1942, in WP II-C-1
Alasica #1.

See correspendence in Ch. I, n. 74. See also Tth Ind. (basie
itr. not attached) TAG to CG WIC, 25 Mer. 1942, in AAQ L13.4,
Adasks.,

-T2 -
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Lir., AAG %o CG WOC, 10 June 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alasia #2.

Interview, Lt. Col. P, ¥. Scheldecker, 17 Aug. 1943, in AP
A-2 Lib., US 9000, Interviews K-30079,

Meno for Gen. Aroold from the Alr Inspsctor, 28 Oct. 1941, ia
AAG 333.1, Alssks; memo for Chiaf of AAF from Lt. Col. E. €.
Xial, 4 Dec. 1941, same file.

Ltr., Hq. ADC to CG WDC, 14 Jan. 1942, in AAG 600.1, Alssia;
memg for Chief of 4LAF from Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, ia WP
1I~C=) Alasks #1.

Ibid.
Ltr., Hq. 11th AF to CG AAF, 12 Msr. 1942, in AAG 323.7, Alasks.

Ltr., CG ASC to CG AAP, 24 Mar. 1942, in WP Ii-G~-l Alasks #1l.

in AAG 685, Alaske; lst Ind. (lte., Hq. ASC to CG AAF, 27 May
1942) Hq. AAF to GG WDC, 19 June 1942, im AAG 323.7, Alasks.

R&R, AFDOPU to AFRES, 30 June 1942, in AAG 323.7, Alaska.

BAR, 2d comment, AFAZ’ to AFHOM, 15 Apr. 1942, in WP II-C-l
Alasks 1.

Yemo for Chief of AAF from Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, WP II-(C=l
Alasks #1. )

Extract from memo for Gen. Armold from AC/AS Plans, 30 Apr. 1942,
in MG 334.7, Caoada~U.5, See also memo from AAP/AWPD to C/AS,
27 Uec. 1941, in WP I-S; memo from AAF/AWPD to C/S, 1 Jan. 1942,
sams file.

See pp. 51-3; .preseat study. Wewo from Col. M. P. Twining to

Col. K. N. 'ﬂ.kor, 17 June 19102 in Mﬂ ‘52.1, Tmmﬂ'; ltl‘-.
Gen. Handy to CG AAF 16 July 1942, 1gkAG 373, Flights, sad sttached
correspondence. Ses also correspondence attached to ltr., Gen.
Echels to 02, Laserinl Canter, Wright Fleld, 2 June 1332, in AAG
452.1, Trengport< ..

Ltr., Hg. Ferrying Comsand to Senlor Army Membor, ermanent Joint
Board on Defense, Canada-United States, 18 Apr. 1942, in files
of ATC Historieal Sec.

-73 -
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The following figures cover Air Corps techaicsl swppliss lsaded
during the early months of the Alasksn cempaign, 1942 sad
destined for Alssks.

cargo GCaselise o1 Total (in messurwmemt

Xay 2369 4249 55 T8 tous)
June ¥ %70 B3 293 L2adé
July ™80 20658  2W50  u5M

Seattls Fort of Embarkation, Office ef the Fort Air Officer, Alx
Qffice History, 6 Sep. 19A2.

Memo for Chlef of AAF frem Col. Kiel, & Dee. 1941, in AAG 333.1,
Alaska,

See Appendix A,

Hemt for Chief of AAT from Col. Kiel, 4 Den, 1941, in AAG 333.1,
Alaska.

L"o’ Col. F, K. K.M and Lt. Col. A, L. Clark te Gen. Amld,
8 Sep. 1941, in MG 333.1, Alasks; newo fron Haj. Nell X. Rioe
to Gen. Armold, 11 dune 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alasika £2.

L“., 6010 n. '. G“M to COI.- lo '- Hm, 30 p“. Im’ h
AAG 333.1, Alaska.

RAR, C/AC to Chief of AAY, 25 July 1941, in AAG 686, Alaska; 1tr.,
Col. Kennedy and Col. Clark te Gen. Arnold, & Sep. 1941, ia AAG

Authority was granted to the CG WDC by the C/3 by redio dated
21 Apr. 1942 to place Ladd Field ander sentrol of the CG ADC who
in turn plsced its facilities and perseanel at the disposal mad
under the immediate control of the CG, Kleventh Alr Porce. Rad,.,
Hq. WDC and 4th Army to CG AAF, 475, 25 May 1942, CH-IN-T132
(5~25-42). The Cold Weather Testing Det. was estshlished on
exsapted status aceording te ltr., TAG to CG AAF, 2L Aug. 1943,
in AG 353 (8~21-h2) "AAP Cold Weather Testing Detactment”; see
slso semo fer C/S from Dir. of Militsry Requirements, 19 Aug.
1942, same file. Awthority was issued plecing Ladd Fleld, as
well as the Cold Weather Testing Det., under the esomtrel sad
Jwrisdictioa of CG AAF by AG 1tr. to CG AAF and CG 7DC, 25 Ost.
}1%2, in AG 320.2 (10-8-42) "Transfer of Jurisdictiea of Ladd
dd..

~-~Th -
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. 61. Interesting comments un this subject may be found in the following
4 documents: Jtr., Col. Kennedy and Col. Clark to Gea. Armwld,
8 Sep. 1941, in AAG 33).1, Alaska; memo for Gen. Arnold from
. the Air Inspector, 28 Oct. 1941, seme file; memo for Chlef of
#* AAF :m 001. ud, Fy Des. lm. AN fﬂ.‘ 1“., Gol. Q“M
to Col. B. W, Hi11, 20 Des. 1941, same fils; memc from Na). Rice
te Geu. Arpold, 11 Juse 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #2; susmery of
interview with Col. H. W. 3helmire, 28 Oct, 19%2, in A-2 Lib.,
U3 9000, Interviews, K-4347.

62. MNemo from Dir. ef Intelligence Service to AC/AS, i-2, 20 Oet.
1942, in MG 000.7%, Interviems.
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4 1. Ltr., Gen. Butler to GO AIC, mo date, in G-2 Pericdls Reports,
Alasica (1942) May-Augest, in APIHI, Archives; cof rad., CO, 1lith
AP %0 CO AAF, #2/,2005, 2i, May 1942, CM-IN-6868 (5-24-h2).

2. (=2 Per. Report, ADC, 27 to 28 May 1942, in G2 Per. Regorts,
Alaaks, (1942) May-hug.
3. Ibid.
L. Rad., WD WPD %o GG WDC, 28 Apr. 1942, D 929, QU-OUT-5808 (4~29-42).
5. Memo for OO AAP from C/AS, 18 May 1942, in AAC 381, Alasks.
- 6. Lir., Gen. Butler te GG ADC, no dste, in G-2 Per. Reports, Alaska,
(1942) May-hug.
7. Red., COMDKCH to Ada. King, 21 sy 1942, in AFIHI, Archiwves, 1lth
AF, Misc. dsta filed chronologically.
B. Rad., OPD to Gen. DeWitt, 20 May 1942, in AFIHI, Archives, 1llth
AP, Misc.
. 9. Rad., (G WDC and Ath Army to CO SAF, & Apr. 1942, #66, C-IN-1153
. (h=h=d2).
_f" 10. Ltr., Gea. Butler to Gen. Armeld, 16 Jwe 1942, in AAG 381, Alaska.
1. Isid.
12. Iuid.

13. itxr., Maj. Bem H. Pearse, Special Asst. te the CO, Wing Bq., ATC,
. . GP X to Capt. Oliver La Farge, histericsl officer, Hg. ATC,
3 Sep. 1943, in filse of ATC Aistorical Sec.

1lhk. Seven crews, flylag DC-3 type aircrafi were recommendsd for the
air madal for their work in opening, pioneering and saintalning
an energacy supply sarvice to Alaska at the time of the Dutsh
Harbor Attask. Ltr., GG ATC to CG AAF, 15 Mov. 1943, in flles
Alasken Wing, ATC. Gen. Butler enly speaks of six avallsble
transports. Lir..to Cen. Arnold, 16 June 1942, in MG 381,
Alasiks.

15. Ieid.
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Ibid., eof. ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per,

Alapka, (1942} May-iug. Autharity had been granted to
station one RCAF aguadron of tke Vultes Yengeance type bomder at
Annette Ielend on 8 Apr. 1942; ltr., CG AA® te AC/S, G-2, 16
Apr. 1942, ia MO 334.7, Defemss Soard, Cansda-l, S.

Incls, to 1tr., Hq. 11th AP to GG AAF, 12 Nov. 1942, "lst Ferson
Rarrstives,” in AFIHI, Archives, 1lth AF, Misc.

Extrsct from 1tr., Maj. Analey Natson to Eaj. Gen. B. . Giles,
8 Oc‘. 1%2’ h Am’ ‘rchim, uth ‘F, '19@.

Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per, Reporis, Alesks,
(1942) May-Aug. The bour is listed as "0555" in Report, CO,

Naval Base, Duteh Harbor, to Comdr, Alaskaa Sector, 6 July 1942,
in MG 385, Warfare.

Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per, Reperts.

Report, CO laval Base, Jutch Marbor to ComAr., Alaskan Sestor,
6 July 1942, An AAG 385, Warfare.

Ipid.

Ibld.; ef. Ch. III, n. 20. Unless otherwise specified, the
soceunt of the fighting will be taken from thase two sourees.

Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per. s; of.
1tr., Gen, Butler to Gen. Arnold, 16 June mjﬁnﬁ, Alnsks.
See Appendix F.

Incl. to 0=-2 Par. Report #23, 17 Juns 1942, frem G-2 Intslligerce

Scouts, Port Glenn, Alssks, to G-2, ADC, Port Richardson, Alaska,
in G-2 Per. Roporis, Alsska, (1942) May-ug.

See Appmiix P.

Ltr., Gen, Butler te Cen. Armold, 16 June 1942, in MG 381, Alasks.
Zbid.

S8es Appendix

Ltr., Gen. Butler to GG ADC, no date, in G-2 Par. Reports. Cf.
statement by 1st Lt. John B. Murphy for A%&Citrino, AC, 26 June
1942, in 0:2 Per. Reports, Alasks, (1942) May-hug.

i
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32. Inid.
33. Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG AIC, mo date, in G-2 Per, Heports.

+

o 34. Siatement of L&, Murphy (see Ch. ILI, n. 31).

35. Ltr., Gen. Butler to Gen. Armold, 16 June 1942, in AAG 381,
Alaska,

36, Memo for Chief of AAZ from Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, in WP
II-C-1 Alasim #1.

37. Ltr., Gen. Butler to Gen. Armold, 16 June 1942, in AAG 381,
Alasks.

38. Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in 02 Per, Reports.

39. Ltr., CG 11th AF to OG AA?, 1k Mar. 1942, in AAG 452.1, Alloes~
tions; of. 2d Ind., CG WDG to CG AAF, 28 Mar. 1942, ssae basic
letter, same file,

w. 8“ Ch. II’ R- 53'

) 4l. Sea Ch. II, n. 51.
k2. 1st Ind. to memp, Hq. AAF to C/S, 4 Jums 1942, in AAG 676.9,
Alaska; meao for Jir. of Air Defenss, 10 June 1942, in AAG 676.9,
“ Alagka.
43. On 10 June 1942 the AAG stated that 52 pllats had been sarmarked
for Alasska. 92 offjicers and 1888 ealisted men wers scheduled

%W depart by the first available transportation; ltr., AAG to
CG HDG 10 Juna 1942, in WP IJ(]l Alaska #2.

hh. Inid.
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BISLIOGRAPHICAT, STATEMENT

Substantially, the foundatlem for ihis study was laid with
mierial taken from two msin sourese: the Army Alr Po:'cn, Classi-
fied Piles (cited AAC with decimal) and the files of AC/AS, Plaas
(oited as in the follewing example: WP 11-C-1). Both of these
ropositories are classified Im auwch a way that maberial on the
Alaskan theatar is readily accessible. The former, however,
provides much of indirsct value and incidental in?.ornt in its
general decimal classiflcations. Several files from The Ad)utant
General's Cemtral Flles were found to be worth studylng, thowgh
wnat of the pertineat matarial contained therein dwplicated
correspondenss more rsadily svailable in the other two files.
Almost without exception, whers & decimal from any of ths nbove
files is refarred te, the decummmts oontained in the rent of the
designated volume hava been chetked. A glance at the references
in the notes should, therefore, provide s fair indication of the X
materlial covered in additisn to that filed under "Alaska® in the
tw first nantloned files, all of which was carefully sifted.

Useful information is coztaimed in the Archives of the
Historical Division under the temporary heading "Eleventh Air
Porse, Nisdellaneous TDate.” This ¢o0llection lneludes several in-
Serviews of vaiue, though mainly pertaining to the lster period, some

-79 - LUNE \DUH \AL
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;7_' correspondente, ssms newspaper slippings, and a few ecsbat narratives
- of incidental valus. Impertant on several Vpiss is the interview

* file in the library of the Collestion Division, AC/AS, Intelligemcs.
Eesemtial for the story of the combat operatioas of June 1942 are
the G-2 Periodic Reports, and related documents, new in the keeping

- of the Histeriecal Division Arechives. Geserally spesiing, material

on the sarlier operations is extremely sparse. The Ceble Hossages

fer the paried have also besn checked. For the early menths of

1942 they provide some valusble clues to the developaemt of policy.
There is, of cowrss, much material of a gensral natars, uwseful for
orientation and often valusbld as an indication of the direstion of
public opinjen, in newspapers and perlodleals. Though ssldom referred
to specifiocally, thess have been canvassed by way of thae Xew Yerk

", Times Index and the various perindisal indexss.

i : N
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BLOSSARY FNTI

AC Alr Corpa

AG/AC Assistant Chisf of Air Corps

AC/AS Assistant Chief of Air Staff

AC/S Assistant Chief of Staff

ADC Alaska Defense Commsnd

ADF Alasks Defense Force

AFACG Commanding General, Army Alr Forces
APAEP AC/A3, Upsrational Plans

AFCC Alr Force Combat Command

AFDPU AC/AS, Progress Planning

AFRAD Dirscter of Alir Defense

AFRB3 Director of Base Services

AFROM Director of War Organisation and Movement

ASC Alr Service Command

AWPD Alxr War Flans Division

AWS Alr Warning Jervice

CA Corpa Ares .

CAA Civiliasn Asronautics Administration

C/AC Chief of the Alr Corps

C/As Chief of Alir Staf?

cG Commanding General

co Comnanding Officer

COMIMCHE Commander im Chief

c/s Chief of Staff

Dir, pirector

Engr. Enginsers

Fr Field Forces

OPD Cperations Division, War Department

opas. cparstions

QMG Quartermaster General

Pﬂl'- ?Ot‘iodiﬁ '

rad, radisgran

RCAP Royal Canadian Air Foroe

SW Secrstary of War

TAG The Adjutant Ceneral

15} ] Unlted States Navy

¥DC Hestern Defense Command

WFp Nar Plans Division, War Departaesnt
- B8l -

T Cond iENHAL
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Appendix A - Resord of Activation, Strength, and Key Perscanel
EXTRAC?T

s FIXLD BEADJQUARTERS RLEVINTH ABMY AIR FORCRE
B Office of the Assistant Chisf of Staff A-2
AP Q #9800

An Gutline History of the
Kleventh Army Air Force

15 JAN 42 to 71 DC 43

To be used as the basis for the
permanent historical rscord of Rlevemth

. Army Alr Force currently being compiled

4 #* » #

Colonel Everstt S. Davis, 0-12530, (then Major) and two enlisted
men reperted to Alaskan Department (then Alasia Uefense Command) for
duty on 12 AUG 4LO. This small detachmant was the wvanguard of the
Kleventh Arny iir Force. Army Air Fores organisations began to
assemble in the theater beginning 21 PEB Al with the arrival of the
18th Fighter Squadron {then rursuit Squadron - Interceptor). Right
additional AAF umits arrived on 23 FiB 4). By 17 OCT L1 AAF or-
ganizations on duty in the theater had incressed to such m extent

- that the Air Yorce — Alaska Defenss Command was sctivated wnder
-7 the commend of Colonel Kverett S. Davis (refer to table of uait
. sctivation).

2 On 15 JAN 42 the Eleventh Army Air Porce (then Alasisn Alr
+ - Toree) was burn —~ commanded by Colonel Everett 3. Uavis. On 17 FEB
- A2 sommand was temporarily assumed (under AR 95-60) by Colonel Lionel
H. Dualap, 0-10878. Major General willism O, Butlee, 0-5245, (then
- Colonel) assumed oommand on 8 MAR 42. Gensral Butler was promoted
to Brigadier Geheral om 17 MAR 42.

- * * # &

Om 1L JAN A2 the XI Pighter Commsnd (then Provieionsl Interceptor)
- Command) was activatsd under the vommand of Lt. Col. Normsa D.
8illin, 0-17889.

* * W ®

oy

The %I Army Air Force Service Command (then Provisional Barvice
Command) was activated on 21 JUN 42 under the command of Colomel
P Lionel H. Dunlsp and succesded on 18 JUL 42 by Brigsdier General
Bobert V. Ignico (then Colonel).

w
I

-'82*
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TABLE OF UNIT ACTIVATIONS AND RRORGANIZATIONS~-PERSOMNEL STRENGTH BY COMMANDS

o

Event Personnel Strength _
Ne. | Date Organisstion Aotion ghtr C [ Bomb C |Serv C [Hdgtrs [ A W 5 | Totad
W — —
3340
Aug. 12 MaJ Kverett S Davis and 2 Kil arvd
PLINY
1 |Feb. 21 | 1Mth Pwrsuit 8q (I) arvd
2 23 23rd Alr Base Gp arvd
st Materiel 8q arvd
I2nd Materiel 8q arvd
24th ALir Bese 2q arvd
346th Ordaangs Ce arvd
55th Signal Maintenancs Co Avn arvd
3 18th Signal Flat Alr Base arvd
s 257th Quartermaster Co Air Base | arvd
24y 162 29 905
3 3 2 | 2/th Compoaite Gp Hq snd Hq Sq | srvd i
=" 28 | 699th Ordeanee Co Aw Comp esteb 3
e Th8th Ordoanse Co Avn Air Bass | estsd P
'E' 346th Orduanes Co dishand =-
= =
- Mar. 1 162 09 930 1301 -
==
5 1 | 7T3rd Bosbardment 8q (X) arvd Beat Eeheler 2
3ignal Co Air Waming Serv Als arvd
15 162 | A9 | 935 78 | 1614
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Pergonnel Strength

Event ’
Ne. | Date Organization Aation ghtr C [ Bomb C(Serv C [Hdqtrs | A W S [ Tetal
. —
6 Mar. 30 | 73rd Bombardment Sq (M) arvd ilr -
Sechelon E-
7
7 3 329th Signal Co Awvn arvd o
36th Rosbardment Sq (i) arvd Boat R
Echelon o
D
Apr. 1 163 659 esh 78 1784 o
8 3rd Quartermaster Co Truek arvd g
38th Quartermaster Co LU arvd Q—,
15 16 | 673 |1us 7 9
21 | 257th Quartermsater Co Air Base disband :—D"
Det Quarternastar 9th C A Sarv C estab fr 257¢h o
WX Co AB —
) >
May 1 164 | 665 | 1116 73 =
15 161 | 655 | 1157 T8 . 8
3
10 26 | 26th Bombardment Sq (H) arvd Air N P
! Tohelon T N
= ssgnd to 28tY - 8
= Comp Gp - 00
w2
g_‘ dune 1 168 658 1183 78 2007
rg 15 159 | 6k | 1194 7 |2075
July 1 157 Oy 1197 ¥{ ] 2076
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TeiihdUiih

. R U "|"‘., . ,ﬂ"
Event Farsonnel Strength
No. | Date Organisation Action ghtr ClBouby C (Serv C [Hdqtrs |A W S| Tetal
July 15 157 6,5 ues T8 | 2048 -
11 23 | Qusrtermaster Seet 8 C A DC radee fr Dot =
AM 9th CASC 7]
hug. 1 138 | 65 | 1303 78 | 2184 A
e}
12 9 Quartermaster Seat S CA D C trans to Ft 4]
Richerdson w)
15 158 658 1373 3
Sept. 1 165 | 62 | 1367 -
0
15 165 660 | 1353 =
®
Oet. 1 170 666 | 1322 o
15 1o | é6r | 1323 E
13 17 | Air Perce Alsaka Defense GComd aot .
Col E S Davis asmd = m
cond =2 R0
-f:} -—
Nov. 1 m | én | o2 iz = I
e a m
Bik 13 | Tow Target Det arvd = (o)
15 167 | 661 | 1359 ® |27
: Des. 1 247 o6k | 1366 20 | 2271
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L Fortwoy q' [4 - ' . ) g
Eveat — PWW ~
Ro. | Date Organisation Action ghtr C |Bomb C [Serv C [Hiqtrs | A W 8 | Totad
Dec. 15 1467 66é 1373 as 2291
15 29 77th Bombardaent Sq (M) arvd Bost
Echalon
411¢h Pursait 8q (I) arvd
hivind Ordnanae Co Ava lst Plat arvd
16 30 687th Crdnance Co P lst Plat arvd
A4z
Jan. 1 167 92 1478 as
Tith Bombardesnt 8q () arvd ALy
Kshelon
Prov Interceptor Comd Als aot
2 | 18th Pursuit 8q (I) atohd to Prov
Inter Cond
77th Bosbardment Sq (M) asgnd to 25th
Comp Gp
15 HOL ons Iy 85 | 2963
-“—
19 Alaskan ALr Force Hq-lq 34 sot fr Alr =
Yorem A D C =
>
S Feb. 1 k7 1021 | 1652 85 3205 7
=2 5 | Kleventh EKir Foree Ho-Nq Sq redss fr =
< Alasican A P =
3 Sub Depot Elmendorf Field ast
= 15 L3 | 1055 | 1466 85 | 3045
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Event P Sirength
No. |Date Oprganization Action Fahtr C| Bomb C | Sery G [Hdgtra [A W 8 Total
al Feb. 15 Sub Depot Ladd Field ast
22 17 Col L H Dunlap asmd ocomd
Alaskan A ¥
Mer. 1 435 105 | 1481 10 | 116 | 3067
Y 4] B Col %illism O Butler asmd oowi
Fleventh A F
15 A32 1006 | lh8l k 117 | 3084
24 11 Interceptor Comd redes Ir Frov
Intercep
i 3 28th Interesptor Contrel Sq atehd to XI
Intereep Qoa:lI &
2 17 | Gen Milliam O Butler Promoted to Brig
General
26 23 | 691at Signal AW reptg Co Ffroat redes fr Sigal
Co ANS Als
Apr. 1 his2 08 1557 hie | 253 M2
-~ =
=F Det Quartarmaster Co Sup Aot ==
= po)
2 13 Wob 108 1627 » 258 | 3423 g
g —
= May 1 472 1020 1705 71| %3] %l =
=
as L2nd Transport 8q act

8562103 MYI pauyisse|daqg abed siyl
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Event 1 Personnsl Strg%h
¥eo. {Date Organisation Aotion Fghtr C | Bomb C [Serv C [Mdqbrs| AW S Totel
May 15 AT7 | AR5 | 1740 | 80 | M3 | 3655
% sk Fighter 3 redes fr llth
Pursuit 3Sq (I)
13th Fighter 3q redas fr 18th |
Pursait 3q (I)
XI Fighter Comd redes fr XI Inter-
osp Cemd
iy 3s5th QM Plas Dep C1 III Awn ek
3604k QM Plat Dep Subs iwa act fr Det QM
Co Sup
1374k QM Plat Bup Base Amn act fr Det QK .
Co Swp
629rd QM Plat LM Awn rs:o;ltrjllhﬂl
Ti76¢h Chemisal Ilat AF Sup B act
182¢th Chemimal FPlat Alrdroms act
n 3 Shth Pursuit 8q (F) arvd
Shth Pighter 3q redes fr Sith
Pursuit Sq (P) -
- stohd to XI i
= Fighter Comd z
< .
& Juns 1 59 | 1287 | 25| 95 | 3wy 3
=52 390th Ghealeal Co Air Bomb act =
2 2 | 687%h Ordnance Co P Ird Plm arvd o
34 3 | A20d Pighter 5q atehd to XI
Fighter Comd

8562103 MVI paljisse|daQq abed siyy
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) -
¥o. |Date Organisatien Astion hlm- G [Bomd C lsm 0 [Hdqtrs [A W § |TOVEI
35 |Jwme & | 406th Bombardwent 8q (K) arvd
asgd to 28th Cen
posite Gy
» 7 1lth Fighter Centrol 8q redas Ir 28th
Intercep Con 3q
atchd to XI Figh
Gomd
11th Pighter 3q asgnd to II Fighter
Comd
18th righter 8q ssgnd to I Fighter
Coma
3 9 | Zast Bombardment Sq (M) srvd Air Bohelon
asgnd to 28th
Composite Op
15 954 s | AR 118 h32
3 19 | 55tk Signal Meinten Co Awn disband
A0th Signsl Oo Maintem Avn act fr 55th Bignal
Maint Co A
» 2L | Skth Pighter Op sbehd to XI FMighter =
Comd -
56ty Yighter Sq atehd to XI Fighter =
Camd 2
STeh Pighter 8q atahd %¢ XX >
Comd =
Prov XL A P Servios Oomd sstab p—4
4O 28 | Lih2nvd Ordnmnes Ce Awn B arvd
A » MSsh Signal Co Avn o;upn or 329th Signel
Awm
329¢h 3ignal Oo Awn disband
Jaly 3 123l | 1633 | 200 130 | s 5828
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Appendix B ~ Alaskan Defenss: Supperting Plan, Eleventh Air Porce

. APPEDIX W), 5

LY

»
ABDEX WO, 5 = MR
P FRON E_FLAN
SUPPORTING PLAN - A ALASKA
1. MISSION
a. GENERAL

{1) Defense of Arsy and Eaval bases snd sther vital
installations against land, alr and ses attask.
(2) Denial of uss by saemy of air, land and sea bases
in Alasks and the Aleutians.
bh. SPECIFIC
(1) Condwst air offensive against bostile maval, air,
. and ground forees threstening the ailitary and naval
" dafenses of Alasks.
. (2) Condnct the genaral sir defense of Alaska snd the
. 1ocal air defenme of vitasl aress snd esatadblishments.
. (3) Establish and maintain an aircraft waraing service
. within the Alaska Defense Command.
. {4) Cooperate with Naval operating forces in sccemplish-
mmt of joint missions.

2. OBRGANIZATION

(1) See Table *A", Disposition of Units, 11ith Air Porce.

%

(1} Units of the 11th Alr Force will engage in offensive
and defensive oparations s» directsd by The Command-
ing General, Alasks Defepse Comsand, under orders

. issned by the Comsander, 11th Alir Forcs.

; 3. BIFLOYNENT

T a. Efficlant operstion by air force wnits froam rapidly

- changing bases will bs a prime factor in the air defense

of Alaska. Great areas, extended ceast lines and
difficulties of eold weather cperation make it necessary
that air units move with the seasons and the sitwation.

b. Taetical units will be aszigned general missions, sultadle
to thelr equipment, supplemented as requirsd by definite
tasks,

:=’~2'51¥'£'."\L
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- h.

[

. a. Anchorage - Cook Inlet - Kenai Peninsula -~ Prince William
- Ssund ires.

b. Kodiak - Maknek - Cold Bay Ares.

8. Dutoh Harbor - Usnsk Area.

d. Yakntat - Sitka - Annette Ares.

8. Bering Sea Coast Arsa.

. Central Alaskan Ares.

&+ Defense prioritiss within each ares:
{1) Oil storage sad loading fasilities fer the fleet.
EZ) Fermenent fortificutions and naval establishments.

3) Isportant sirdromes and othsr military establishments.

he The above priorities sre sudjeot to change with varying

sitmtion.

5. AIR FORCE PACLLITLES

B+ Air Fores Bases, Uperating Airdromes, and Staging Fisldse,
Rxisting snd Planned. (See Tsble "B").

b. Present plans are to provide & series of operating alr-
dromes that will peruit a flexible ssployment of Air Feres

- Enits. The following table depicts the svallability, by
“d squadrons, of supply and housing fasilities at the various
> airdromes when the plans are carried cut. This table dess

B not mesn that ths units will necessarily bLe so disposed,
- but that they may be if the situation so demands.

- Boab Sq (H) Bomb Sq (M) Puwr Sg (Ist) Par Sq (F)

Kmenderf Fleld ... 2  ccvvieve 2 cenvae 2 cenesvanssennsns
mm [EXE N NN NENENS N NN 1 [ A R RN N ] 1 .."'.l 1 a9
m E X N ] 1 [ B N N N NN 1 [N NN 1 I B F ER NN N R NNERNENN.]
bl COMBIJ rew 1 IR LRSI 1 PRANSERSETIEGORSIRTED
cor“'.. samcsesRmsRepReava 1 s reBEeNNENLEERLIR R 1 ceen
Im“t [EEFEERRENENERN BN ] 1 LB ER TS AR RN AN NN 1 aas
Naknek eesimsasasssmens )
lm.tt. ase l I R ERNENE RNEERNENN NN NI l [ E S NN NN KX NNNNNZN]
B‘md [ENENELEREENENREIRZSX] 1 [EENEY N RIS YR I LEENNNNERERNEN]
- Juneau P
o NoGrath I § Ty I IInImnmnmmmmmImIIIoOaTTrTT I
¢ M'i.ld I EENEFFERNENEN NN RN 1 TN FENFF N FENNEINFESEIENYYNYRENNNN)
f 5 m I E A B NS ENNERENNENNNDN] l [E N E NI ENNEJIINEMNERLNNEHETHERJNNNNRZJMNNS]
U g. Sites for long range Lircraft Warning Service Dstector Stations
. in Alaska, with dates whem sach will be ready for ocsupsnoy
-91 -

CoNCIDENDIAL

=

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EQ12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ﬁ
CANTIDENTIAL
by Signal Corps for installation of teshnical equipment:
{1) RExisting fasilities.
. §ITs DATE STATUS OF EQUIPMENT
Y
' Anchorage (iiobile) Tagporary aite Row im speration.
now oscupied
(2) Plasned facilities, with approximte dates of
sotivatien.
3493 DAYR STATUS OF BQUIPMENT
Caindak (Kodisk Island) Bow oceupled On hand beimg
installed (a)
Sitka Tob. 28, 1942 Set is ia S Pran-
claso Depet (»)
Fairbsaks (Nebile) | Not yot swplied
or released,
¥islow April 15, 1942 Bol yet relessed
Lasy Bay April 1, 1942 Not yet relsesed {o)
Ainchinbroek April 1, 1942 Fot yoi relessed (d)
Torrester lsland Jume 1, 1942 Bot yet released
. Nikolaki (Ugnak Island} Undeterninable Mot yst released
! Yakutat April 1, 1942 Not yet released
® Nushagak (viminity of Igushik) September 1,1942 Not yeb relesssd
I ) Iwiguk (vieinity of Hamilton) September 1,1942 Net yet relessed
e Taketna Undeterminsble  Not yot relsased (o) \
* Wales (Cape Prince of Walss) Septewber 1,1942 Not ywt released
Island Undetarminable  Not yet released i.;
Simecnof Island Undeterninghle Mot yet relesssd (f .
lagoon Point (mear Fort Moller) Undeterminsble  Not yet relesscd (r; .
Cape Avinof Usdeterninsbla fot yot released (o
Point Hope Undeterminsble Mot yet released (o)
Poiat Barrow Undeterainsble Wot yet roleased ()
éa) Expoot Iwll operstion prior to Mareh 15th.

b) Date of eccupsncy by Signal Corps retarded by
winter weather esnditions. Information is that
soms teochnical equipment has been shipped to

- Sitks.

F {e) Praliminary construstisn work has besn started.
. (d) Will meke recommendations that site be moved
. teo Cape Cleare on Montague Islamd te securs the
- better coverage available there.

" {w) Fimal survey not yet ocempleted.

“- . (£} Survey completed, report and estimate being

written and tepegraphical ssp being dramm.
%UNHDLN 1A}
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Meadquarters & Beadquarters Squadron, 11th Alr Poree

Headquarters & Hsadquariars Squadron, 28th Composite Grewp
73rd Beshardment Squadros (Medium)
T7vh Bowbardment Squadron (Nediam)

Provislonsl Interceptor Command
18th Pursuit Squadren (Intevcepter) (less 1 flight)
11th Pursuit Squedren (Isterceptor)
Signal Company, Aireraft Waraing, Alasks

Alaskan Air Base
Headquarters & Hesdquarters Squsdron, 23rd Air Bawe Oroup (Reinf)
24th Air Base Squadron, 23rd Alr Base Greuwp (Rdn!bredg
3lst Material Squadron, 23rd Air Base Group (Reinforeed
320d Materiel Squedron, 23rd Air Base Group (Reinforoed)

802nd Engineer Battalion (Aviation) (Separate)

699%h Ordnance Compmny (Aviation) (Composite)

748th Ordnawes Company (Aviatien) (Air Base)

687¢h Ordnsnce Compsny (Aviation) (Pursult)

&42nd Ordnence Company {(Aviation) {Bomberdmeat)

3rd Quartermastar Compuny (Trusk)

38th Quartermaster Company (Light Maintenance)

18th Signal Platoon (iir Base)

408th Signal Company (Aviaticn)

430th 3ignal Matntenance Compsny (iviatisn)

Tow Target DetaoLinent

-93 -
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Alr Corps Detashment, Communication

Alr Corps Detaclhnsnt, Weather
Decontaxination Detachment, Chemical Warfars Ssrvice
Medicsl Detachment, Alaskan Alr Base

1 Ty Air Station (Fort F diak

36th Boabardment Squadron (Heavy)

Flight, l3th Pursuit Squadron {Interceptoer)
DP Detachaent, Alsskan Air Base

Ann p 4 41

DP Detachment, Alaskan Air Base

Air Corps Westher Detachmmnt

Aray Airways Communications System Detachment
Yakutat Lending Field, Alssks.

DP Detachment, Alssksn Air Base

Air Corps Westher Detachment

Army Mrways Commnications Systea Detachment
0 A W Detae 8 ats

Ladd Fleld, Fairbeske, Alasks
Otter Peint, Alssks

0Q A A G 5 1

Ladd Pield, Pairbanks, Alaska
Naknek, Alasks
Cold Bay, Alaska

LY
, H“,‘&

il
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1. Advanced operating airdromes, now under constructisn, =
dstes when limited cperations thersfrem may be pemsible:

e ] 2. Alrdromes which now are or which will be svallsble for use:

Ladd Fleld, Pairbanks - Alr Corps Cold Weather Test.
Potentially an Alr Corps Depot, Eeplacement Center

or Alr Base. Awvailable now for one {1) Squsdroz, say
types combat aviation.

Galens - Steging sud Emerganoy - Ready now.

Big Dalta - Staging and Rmargency - Ready now.
Serthway -~ Staging and Emergency — Ready pow.

NcGrath - Oparsting sirdrome - August 1, 1942.

Port Heiden ~ Stuging and Emergency ~ July 1, 19%2.
Gulksna - Propossd Operating Airdrome but availedility

indeterminate dus to wnforsesn constreatiisa difficulties
involving suitabtle acil texture.

-95 -
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Appendix C - Airfields \RPNHHF‘MTM_

4

EXTRACT from letter, Hq. WOC to TAG, 18 July 1941, subjest, "Defemse
of Alaska, Air Combat Ualta," signed Lt. Gen. Deitt, in AAG 341,

L

Alaska,
* o % *
2. g. The present status of airfield construction will
pormit the wse of air units as follows:
- Elmendorf Fleld - 6 squadrons
Luld-Fhld - 1 8q.

Xodiuk = 2 aqs. sbout Sept. 15
Yakutat =- 1 aq. sbout Aug. 15
* Noma - 1 8q. sbout Sept. 15
? Additional CAA airfields have besn anthwrized and are in varying
¥
L{ degrees of comstruction:
‘ ) Bethel indefinite a award Percentages refer te
contrasted metural
Big Delta 208 60 days surface ruaways with
o paving of flelds.
Boundary 204 60 daya Suitabls for limited
- operation enly and
Cordova 108 90 days mot for full lead.
. Gulksna indefinite no award
Juneau 5% 90 days
p NeGrath indefinice o sward
> Naknek 0 120 days
. Noms 60% 30 days 1 runway
,; 60 days remaining
runways
Ruby 2 75 days

®* % * #*%

om0
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EXTRACT
NEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF THZ ARMY AIR FORCES:

h-"'lm

Subjeet: Report of Inspeetion of Alaskmn Activities

%* # # B

3. Discussion of Condltions and Frodleas of Zach of the
Activities Mentioned in Paragreph 2 above,

a. dJunesu.

This landing field is being constructed under the super-
vision of the CAL. The Northwest-Southeast landing strip is
eatimated to be TOE complete. The eatimated date of eompleilon,
including ths North-South taxi strip 1s December 15. ¥hen completed,
operations can be conducted from this fleld under favorable westher
conditions. The fisld is surrounded by high hills which would make
operating therefron extremely difficulit and dangercus in bad weather.
A lst-down through an overcast would be a dangerous procedure. When
this field is completed it will have two runwmays 5000 by 300 feet.
Alaska Defense plans call for lts use as an operaiing base.

There is no housing available at this time for service
persounsl.

b. Seward.

This field is being constructed under the supsrvisien
of the CAA. The grading has been completed s the 300 by 2600 lsading
strip. Additional work om surfacing with shale and gravel is
anticipated. 7This field is too amall to he used as an operating
field. An extension of the runway wonld be extremely difficult and
costly. This field is not being considered in any capacity in the
Alasks Dafense Plan.

. Eodisk.

This Iield is being constructed under Navy swparvision.
One 5400 foot runway, one 3880 loot runway snd one 2400 foot runway
have been completed. 7The extension of the 2400 foot runway to 7500
feot has been reooumended By the ADC 2nd eoncurred in by the Westsrn
Dafenss Command. Landings at Kodiak under adversse weather sonditions
aust be made from the mouth or shore side of the fleld. Wwhen
complated; if the sxtensivn of one rummmy to 7500 feet iz mithoriged,
the field will conaist of two runways 5000 by 150 fest snd one ruaway
7500 by 150 fast. Alsske Defense rlans call for its wse as an

- 98 -
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- aperating base. Landings f{rom the north, sortheast eor northwest
" g would be impossible under low ceiling eonditions dua to the
mountainous terrain in these direetions. The extension of the 2400
foot rumway to 7500 would make landings under the adbove e¢onditlons
of weather relatively sale from the south regardless of wind
conditions.

R A

Housing for ground troops now thers is approximstaly
808 complete. No housiag for iir Corps personnel has Lesen started.

* % * B

d. Duteh Harkor.

. Thers ia no landing field at Dutch Herbor. Flaas heve
bean completed for construction of a field at Otter Point on Umnak
Island. The Joint Board hes approved the construction of this
field, as wall as the ataging fields at Cold Bay amnd Port Helden.
Under ths present plans, Ottar Point is the most western fisld te
be established along the Aleutian Chain., This field should ke built
snd shelter provided for operations of pursult, as well as heavy
bombardasnt airplanss. Construction of shelters for airplanes should
proceed simultansously with that of the runweys. Wind conditlions
in this lecality registering gusts up to 100 miles an hour would
24 meke operations impracticable without soms kind of airplame shelters.
v Alagks Defense Plans cell for its uss as am operating bess. It &s
believed that for the purpese of leng-rangs planning and a possible
% extension of fidlde westward, that 3 preliminary survey should be
) . nade of the Aleutian Izlands out as far es Attu Island.

# % & #

B a Cre

»
-

This field is being constructed under the swervision of
the CAAL. The one Northeast~3puthwest landing strip has beea com—
pleted, The entire length of runway is availeble for landing. Mo

- paving is contemplated at this time as sufficlent funds are not
svailsble. Vhan sompleted this field will have two rumways 5000
by 300 feet. Its use as a staging field is contemplated in Alaska
Defenss Plans.

- Mo shelter is avallahle for serviee personael.

. f. Big Delta.

3 Being constructed under the supervieion bf the GAA. Both
landing strips are complets and availahle forlimiing: Asphalt surfacing
will be sscomplished in the spring. When cempleted this fiald will

-7 - CONFIDENTIAL
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have two runways 5000 by 300 feet. Alssks Defenss Plans call for
its use as a 3ataging field.

No housing is availsble for service pesrsonnel,

& MoGrawh.

Beilng constructed under the supervision of CAA. The
East-West runway is completed except for hard surfacing. This
runway is 250 feet wide by 3,200 feet long. The North-South rumway
has been clesared, grubbed and stripped with the surface smooth.
Orading has not besen completed. Landings can be made on the Eass-
West runway. Asphelt surfacing will be aceomplished in the Spriamg
of 1942. W¥hen completed this fisld will have two rumways 5000 Wy
300 feet. Its use as s sub-base is contemplated.

No houaing is availsble for service personnel,

h. Galens (West Ruby).

Belhg constructsd under the supsrvision of tha CGiA.
A runway 6000 feet long and 500 feet wide has been clearcd and
brought to a rough grade. A gravelsd runway A000 feet long is
available for landing. Asphaltlo conecrete paving is planned for
this runway during the swomer of 1942. When completed this fisld
will have two runways 5000 by 300 feet. Alaskz Defense Flans
eall for its use as a staging field.

No housing has been bullt for service psrsonnel.
i. Xows.

Being constructed under supervision of Cih. Both
runxays 5000 by 300 feet have bsen completsd excapt for hard-
surfzeing. Both runways are avallzhble for landing. The present con-
tract includes the asphslt surfacing of runway on ths Hortn-South
landing strip. This will be acoonplished in the summer of 1942,
Alaska Defense Plans call for its use as an operating fisld.

Housing is approxiaately 855 complete for the ground
garrison. No heusing is awailzble for Air Corps troeps.

J. Bethel.

Being constructed under the suervision of the ChA.
The Hortheast~Southwest runway nas beean stripped, grubbed and graded
to a rough grade. A 200 foot strip, L500 feet long hns been mmoothed

- 100 -

A— CONFIDFNTIM

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




s —

. -1
A

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
i A

and is available for landings whemn the ground is frosem. Ne funds
are availsble for paving but both russays will be treated with a
semi-rosd aix of bunker fuel. The fleld with above surfasing will
be tompleted in the spring of 1942. When complwted this field
will have two runways 5000 by 300 feet. Alaska Defense Plans sall
for its uwsse a3 an operating field.

No housing is available for service troops.

k. Baxnek.

Beiag constructed wnder the supervislon of the CAd.
Bough grading has bsen complsted on the North-South rumway, clearing
and grubbing is being done on the East-Weat runway. Landings can
be made on the North-South rurvay. It is planned te stabllise the
mtires width of the North-South rawway during the summer of 1942.
Stabilisation will consist of asphalt amulsion, sand mixture. When
completed this field will oconsist of two runways 5000 by 200 feet.
Its use as an operating field is contemplated.

¥o housing is avallable for service persomnel.
i- Gordova.

Deing constructed under the supervision of the CAh. The
RKast-West runwy has been rough graded and s strip 200 fset by 3500
feot im available for landing. Work is progressing on grubbing of
the North-South runway. Grading of this runwy will probably be
completed with the funds now available. Plane have been drawm for
a voncrete landing strip on the centedr of the East-Nest runway, but
funds sre not avallable, Yhen completed this flsld will consist of
tw rumways 5000 by 300 feet. Defense Plans call for its uase as an
operating fiald.

No housing is available for service personnel.
B. Xakutat.

Being constructed by Aray sngineers. One concrete
ranway 7500 fest long and 1% fest wide (S-45° W Runway) has been
completed. A strip 5000 feet by 150 feet has been completed on
the S5-45° E rumway, An sdditional 1270 foet was being worked on
snd was due for completion by December 1, 1941. An additional strip
1230 feet long will be completed next spring. Work is progressing
on ths hangar md apron sres. The angineer informed me that nothing

— NI
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was waing done om the EertNest runway as m funds were availsble.
It i3 bellisved that the two runvays . . . ars sufficient for
operations from this riald. HRowever, an Bast-Nest taxi strip
would facilitate operations. Defemse Plans call for its use as an
eperating field,

Nousing has been completed for the pmrmaneat Ground
personnel. No canstruction has besn started for Air Corps persomnal.

a. Met)skatls (Annette Islend).

Being constructed by Army eaginesrs. The Horthwest-
Southeast runwsy has been graded. A tempoerary mascasdea surfsce
100 feot wide by LLOO feet long has been completed and this strip
is avallable for landings. Clesarimg om the Northeast-Soutimest
runwsy is approximstely 908 completed. Work has been started on
ths hangar and apren area. The estimated date of complstion is
Oetober, 1942. When completed the fisld will conalst of twe runwmys

5000 by 150 feet.. It3s wse as sn Opsrating bese is contemplated in
the Alaska Defense Plan.

The lwesing has been ocompleted fer the Grouand persomnel
now thare. Mo housing is available for Air Cerps troops.

* % # =#

(sgd)

Eail €, Kiad
Lt. Colomael., Air Cerps.
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Appondix D - Station lists
EITRACT
AIR STATION
® »
2nd Ravision, Feb. 10, 1941
“« x =
ALASKA
Apchorage
Unit ornmr m'“gx
Unit Oid New A.G. DBrench A.C. DBransh
Air Corpe
28th Composite Op Hq & Hg Sq x 18 232
A8th Fur 8q (I) x 3 157
36th Bomb Sq (M) x 7 206
73rd Bomb Sq (M) x 51 217
23rd Air Base Gp Hy & Hg 3q {Reinf)x 1 i3
2th Air Base Sq (R) x 8 145
st Nateriel 8q x 5 203
32nd Maseriel 3q 5 203
Reather Det . x 1 12
Communications Det x 1 1,
) Tow Target Flight (Sep) x _9 b2
N Total 17% 1562
- 103 -~
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Fairbanks
{ Officers Flisted Nen
. Unit Other Other
. vaiy ) New A.C. Branch A.0. Breach
| Detachments from umits at Anchorage
Yeather Deb x 1 10
Commmications Det x 1 20
Total 2 20
Takutat
Yeather Det 0 8
) Communications Det 0 i
Total 0 16
. Matlakatls
" '~ Neather Det o 8
" Commwnigations Det 0 _8
k" Total 0 16
B %+ % *
!
I
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EITRAGT
. 1st Ind. (itr., Asst. Ch., ASC to CG AAF, 2, March 1942) Hy. AAF 3o
. CG ASC, 30 April 1942, in AAG 400.345, Alaska,
: Subjeet: Strength and somposition of air garriscn for Alasks.
! % *
[dsta furnished by Operatiens Div., WD, G5 under dste of 23 April 1943/
5_; Prosent
i Ft. Gresly, Xodlak 36th Bomb Sq (H) 37 Officers 229 EM
Dat 18th Pur. 8q (I) 8 32
' B Ft. Glenn, Umnak Det A.C. Det Weather
(Alnska) 0 2
Ladd Fileld, Falrbanks A.C. Det OWT ¥ 170
Base Det (Awn) 6 70
Dot A.C. Dt Commmuni-
cations {Alaska) © 10
Det A.C. Dot Weather 1 10
L:,t M. Richardson, Anchorage A.C. Det Comaunica~
} tions (Alaska) 1 75
S A.C. Dot Weathor
.p (Alaska) i 120
o 2rd A B G
Bq & Hg 3¢ 12 107
- 2tk A B 5q 8 11
Jlst Mt 5q 10 176
320d Mat 3q 10 176
- 28th Comp (p
Hg & Hq 3q 18 232
Hq & Hq Sq 1llth 15 154
N 73rd Bemb 3q (M) 51 226
77th Bomb Sq {M) 51 25,6
Med Det 1 8
. 11th Pur 3q (I) 83 20
18th Pur Sq (1) (~) 33 178
r Med Det 1 8
. Med Det (A B) (Avn} 1 k
7 Tow Target Det 9 h2
K Yakutat Landing Field Det A:C. Weather 0 5
T (Alaska)
Det A.C. Dot Comsuni-
oations (Als) 0 2
- 105 - CONTIDENTIN
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) b. Authorized but not yet present
- Ft. Glenn Fur. Sq. Not yet designated
- ¢. 8l3th Engr. Ba, (Ava} (Sp)} At present with 2nd A?
&
‘ 4. Transport Sq (16th Transp Sq recommended but not moved)
» * #*
&7
i
b
vf"
r
-
- 106 -
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Appendix E — Alrersft Status

SC=5P=503
AAF AINPLAMES OW HAND IN ALASEAN THEATER (117H A IR FORCR)

1 Dec J9hl L Apr 1942 3 dun 1942 30 Jun 1942
B-17 - 1 (3 s
B2y - - - 9
- 13-30 - - 2 1
B-10 1 1 - -
’ B-18 iz 11 9 1}
B-25 - - - 1
B-26 - 7 a 23
A=29 - - 7 8
P-3% 20 13 1 12
P~37 1 - - -
P-38 - - 20 2%
" P-39 - - 15 52
< o P40 - 2, L9 5
- P-43 - - - 1
. -39 - - 1 1
; kO - - - 1
- 47 - 1 i 6
=49 - - i -
C~-53 - ) 6 é
UC~6 - - 1 3
C-57 - - 1 0
i C-73 - - 1 0
AT-T - - i 5
- L~1 - - - 2
L-h - - - 2
049 2 - - -
- 0“'5 1 - - -
e
.
- Statistical Control Divisioa
Office of lsnagesent Contrel
» 28 March 19k
-0 - ey 1 nNTNTIAL
. ekt
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RITRACT from radiogram, Ba. WOC & Ath Army to Ch. of Staff, Op. Div.,
#545, 3 Juns 1942, CH-IN-0959 (6-k—k2), signed DeéMitt.
As of 2 June 1942 this is the physical leocztion of sirplanes
in Alaska:®
At Ladd Field 4 P-36A
At Fort Randall 12 B=26
21 P=&O
2 B-18
At Klmendorf 7 B-17E
15 P=39F
& P-36A
5 B=184
1 1LB-30
3 B-26
20 P~38

At Tort Glsmn 12 P=i0
At Fort Greely 16 P40
3 P-36A
2 b-18
#Compars this report with the data given on p. 45 ef the text, present
study. Apparsut discrspancice are due to the splitting wp, om or
nesr the date given, of the squadrons of P-40's and B-26's sta-
tioned in the Aleutians. Compare also with the report for 3 June
1942 glven in this appendix. Bo attempt 1s made to aecount for

certain minor discrepancies between thess two documents.

.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EQ12958
—

W nnulrv\;’“f} 11
- Appendix F - Combat Sumaaries
»
. EXTRACT
oy 6 July 1942
! ML 30
From: The Commanding Officer.
To: The Commander, Alaskan Sector
Sabject: Bombing at Dutoh Harbor - report on.
) ® * #
. 3. Summary:
PIRST RAID (Jume 3) SRCOND RAID (June &)
) ? Foroes
15 ﬁm- 10 Exﬁm
13 Horimontal Bombers 11 Dive Bombers
— % Horisental Bombers
s
'y The type of alireraft used by the snemy has been variowaly
: identified, ALl wors whedl-type, single-engined momoplanes; it is
; balieved that all had rstractable lsnding gear.
) FIRST BRAID SECOND BAID
16 200 (7) 1b bowhs 27 500 (7) 1b bombe
18 500 (?) lbabombs
TOTAL: 16~200 1b and 45-500 (?) 1b bombs.
. P C tiea:
Bnyy ARMY
; 8 Navy Dead 33 Dead
- 1 Marine Corps Dead
v .1 Siems Drake Puget Sound Dead —
Yin TOTAL 10 33
~ Mat C ties:
? The oaly serious e rlal oasusltice wers the loss of four
) 6666 barrel fuel oil tanks, 22,000 barrels Iuel oil, 625,000 gallons
dlesel oil;, the burning of thc Northwestern wpperworks and interior,
and the burmning of the issue warshouse. Efficient fire fighting
supervised by Kajor G. P, Groves, U.S.M.C. and Fire Chief, Harold Joe
Davis prevented the apreading of firs frem the warshousse to the wedea
oll tanks.
ﬂm t/W. M. UPDEGRATF %201-0
- mm lf}f NTIAL
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- Hg Kleventh Air Foree
Air Striking Croup (7.G. 8.%)

. KCDIAK, ALASEA
SUBJXCT: Summary of Operatioas to June 10th.

b : Commanding General, Alaska Defense Command, Fort Rishardason,
Alasks.

~F g x

% » »

The closs of the day found: /Jibhe fellowing rsport is fer the ith of
" June,/
1 LB~ washed cut at Kodiak returningfrom Elmendorf Field.
1 B-26 Lt. Thornbrough nissing over Cold Bay.
1 B-17 Lt. Mansfield miasing in action.
1 B~26 Lt. Taylor - shoi in sstion ~ out of commission.
2 P=40's shot down in astion.
) The ALr Striking Force had besn shifted eoansiderably as the
situstion developed send combst sirplanss in commission were mow
" . dispesed as follaws:
Ft. Glenn v, Randall

7 P-i0's 25 P=k0'n
8 3-26's 12 B-26's

- to Ravy Contro

2 85-17's
1 LB-30

Sussary of enamy contacts on June Ath:
t 1. Two terpedo hits on a cruiser by Capt. Meals and Lt. Northamer.

f. ‘Td‘o‘\

2. One torpedo on & carrier deck by Lt. Thornbrough resulting in AA
damage to Lt. Taylor's B-26.

ST cOnEDENTIy
N
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3. Cspt. Marks sssumed hit on "something” with & 1000 povnd bemb.
h. Aerial combat resulting in 4 enemy plenes shot dewn sad 2 P-40's
dowed but one Pilot escaped.
CRERS MISSING TN ACRION
1 B.26 #10-1408 B-1 —

P. Capt. Thorombrough F. Capt. Mansfield
CP Lt. Nystomn
B Lt. Lee
N Lt. Smart
i 8/3gt. J. L. Wiseman
B. Sgt. Jayoox
G. Sgt. Jordan

Injured in action and evacuated to Ft. Richardson - Znd Lt.
V. P, Paterson.

Ko targets wers reported on June 5th. Search~attack missions
wre sonducted as follows:

Hajor Donohow with 6 B-26'x and 0600 to 1020; Capt. Pickerd with
6 B~26's time not determined and Capt. Gallagher with 6 B-2'y,
Capt. Dunlap took hix 5 B-17's and 1 LB-30 out twioe, onoe from 730
to 1245 and once froa 1705 to 1950 when he returned them to Ft.
Randall. Thers wers no contsets made and when the day closed the
Air Striking Oroup wes disposed as fellows:

Ft. Randall M. Glenn

2] B-26'a 18 P-hQ's
5 B-17's
1 1LB=-30

24, PeiOtn
8 P-33's (enroute)

- 111 -~
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Cn the evsning of the 7th, combat ships in commission of the
Air Strixing Force had been dispozed as follows:

Ft. Bandell Pt. Glemn
26 P=ji0t = 18 Poi0's
8 B-17'x 6 p-38ts
1 LB-30

22 B-26'a

* * #®

/On the svening of the 9th, dlsposition was as follows:/
. Glenn

. Randnll
18 P-4Q's 2, P=4k0's
7 P3gd's 7 Heavy bombers
7 B-26's 16 B=26'a

WILLIAK O, BUTLER,
Brigsdier Geasral, Army Alr PForoes,
Commanding.

Tl
sorNT \‘
(‘F“!‘L J"“” .

L L -
J‘}

H
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A

Air Inspector, 21

Alr Service Command, 40-43, 64

M:z uznj.n‘ service, 37-3%, 50-51,

> 65

Alaskan Alr Bass, 6, L

Alaskan Defense Commsnd, 10, 29,
h2-47, 51

Alssken Flight, 1934, 4=5

Anchorage, 5-12, 16, 23, 25, 28,
3" 38"’99 hl. 51',3

Annette Island, 53, 56

Antialroraft, 29, 39, 51, 55;
soemy use of, 37, 61

‘ml" GII. Ho Ro, b_’

Atda, 59-60, 62

B
B-17, A9-50, 53, 56-57, 60
26, 53, 55-58, 62
m‘ Sea, 24
Bethel, 11, 17

Buckner, ‘Lt Gen. 8. B,, 0=, -
15, 20, 29-21, 33, 37, 41, A5, 49

Butler, Ma). Gen. ¥, 0., 17, 35-37,
W42, A5, A9-50, 52, 60, 62-65

¢

Cansds, 17-18, 41l. Jes alse Boyal
Canadian Alr Poros.

Cape, Lt., 58

m’. L. v-, #7

Catagsry of Defense, 33-33

Chanceller, Lt., 58

Chignik, 12, 14

Civilian Asrontantics Administration,
8, 11, 16-17, 20, A%

Cosst artillery, 29

Cold Bay, 25, 3%, A8-50, 52-54,
56~57, 59, 62-63

Cold~weather testing, 6-7, 16,
&5

CUNHIDENfIAL

Communications, 13-4, 17, 22, 5.
Ses also Transportatisn.
Cordova, 12, 17

Dale, Lt., 58

Davis, 1t. Col. E, 8., Lk3dik

D3, 52

Dediist, Lt. Gen. J. L., 13, 27,
291 31-32. 35, 3?"38, *9

Dimond, Antheny J.,

Direstor of Air Defense, 38

Danlsp, Capt., 57

Datch Harbor, 1-2, 13-14, 22-25,
27-28, W35, A7-kB, 50, Ji-56,
58-59, €3, 65

Eareckson, Cel., 57

Rdmonton, S)

18th Pursuit Squadron, 52-53
Keventh Alr Porce organizatien,

A3, A5, 5354
11th Pursuit Squadren, 52-53, %8
Rasndorf H.old, us 535 ”

Bngineering, 20

4

Fairbanks, 5-12, 16, % M0

Perrying Comaand, A2-43

55th Pursuit Group, 37

Yort Gl“’ ‘9! 53"“] ”- §=
Ummak

Greely, 49, 56. Ses also

Eadlak.

Port Lewis, Wash.

Fort Nears, 55. See sles Duteh
Harbor -

Yort lal;-u. 18
Fort Ramdall, 49, 53-54, 56. See

!uﬁmrdnn; A3, A9. See slse
Anchorsge.

LIAT {1 "\r

.., (:;'v )VTL
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Fort St. John, 18
A2d Bombardment Group, 37
Tunds, 16. Ses also Legislation.

G

Gaffney, D. V., 21

Gskona, 12 i

Grand Prairie, 18

Grest Circle Loute, 8

Ground forces, 3, 5, 9-10, 2,-27,
29, 33=3h, &0, ki, Sse also
Infantry, Coast Artillery, Anti-
aircraft.

Gulkana, 17

Hemali, 7-8
Hoppin, Marshall, 1%, 20

I
Identification, enemy aircraft, 61
Infantry, 5, 29

J

Jolat Board for Defeass, 15
J\ﬁlﬂ\l, 5, 17

Ketchikan, 8

Kisks, 8, 52, 54, 59-60, 62

Kedfiak Island, 8, 11-12, 15-16,
23, :2; 8, 3k, 38-39, L8-A9,

»

L

Ladd Field, 21, 34, 41, 45. Sce
also Pairbanks.

L
55!! o
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1B-30, 53, 7
Legislstion, &5, 7, 9, 16
lockmed, B. C., 5

M

MeGrath, 12, 17
Kelntyrs, Lt., 59
NcKinley, A. C., A
Maintenasncs, 3d and kth
echelon, Al
Msnsfield, Capt., 57-58
Marks, Capt., 37-58
Marshall, Gen. George C., 28
m’ Clpt., 55“58
Marchant Marine, 22
Metlakatls, 16
ﬁrtlo, &0

Naknek, 12, 17

Eavy, U. 8., 1, 7-9, 13-16,
22"273 33’ ‘*5‘50: 53‘"5‘#:
56-58, 60,62-63

Nome, 5, 11, 17

Northwestern Airlines, A2

O
Otter Point, 55. Ses also Usnak.

pP-38, 35, 60-61

P""”, 61

P"‘OJ 35’ 531 55’ ”l 61

Pan-American Airlines, 42

Farachute troops, 10, 1k

PBY, 50

Permanent Joint Board on Defenss,
Canada-United States, 16, 18

Parsoansl, 39-40, bh, 49, 54, 59,
61, 6L4-65. See also Training.

Point Barrow, 5

Port Hardy, 18

- P4 -

i
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Port Helden, 25
Prince George, 18

R

Radio, snemy use of, 61

Roysl Canadisn Air Foree, 53, 56
Ruby, 12, 17

Ruuh, 27, Z?, 33, ‘08, 60

Seatile Port of Babarkatioa, A0

Services of Supply, 4O

77th B;zbardnent Squadron (M),
33,

73d Bosbardaent Squadron (X}, 5

Seward Peninsule, 23-24, 38, 47

Siverian bases, 33

Sitka, 7-8, 15

éth Air Depot Group, Al

Saithers, 18

Starnes, Hep. Jowe, 7

Supply, 18-19, 22, 24, 28, 30, 32,
2&;2?, J7-A0, b3-hi, k9=52, Sk,

T

Tactical lessons, 61-62

Taylor, Lt., 57

'rhaobd.g, Adm. R. A., L5-Ub, 49,
52, 5

36th Bombsrdment Squadron (H),
53, 56

_——!

WA N TN

Thornbreugh, Capt., 57
Tolfino, 18

h'aninl; by 31, 37, WO, 5k, &1,

Transportation, 10, 17-20, 24,
27] ”, ‘l-o, w, ]09; 51| 65"
See also Communications.

Transport pilots, S1-52

28th Composite Group, A3

U

Unalasks Island, 8, 11-1i, 32, 55

United 2irlines, A2

Um&k, 13"‘153 22’ 251 31. %‘3’1
LB-63

%

Nar Plans Division, Air Corps,
26, 34

Watson Lake, 18

'.ath.r, l, ll-, 6, 11-12, 1.5, 1&'19,
36, 5k, 61. Sese aleo Celd-
weather testing.

Yastorn Jefense Command, 15, 27,
34-35, 37, L5-hb

¥hite, Lt., 58

Whitehoree, 12, 18

¥Wileox billi, 5

b 4

Yakutat, 12, 16, 56
Yukon River, &
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